
 
 

Thursday, January 11, 2018 
  

Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

        What we’re hearing – Rumors are swirling as we are 8 days until stop-gap funding expires on 
January 19.  Here is a list of things we have heard, some of which conflict with each other, and some 
that seem a little unlikely: 

o   Budget deal is far from certain.  There might be a deal by January 19 to smooth the way for 
another continuing resolution to provide time to create an omnibus government spending 
bill for the full fiscal year…or there might be a shutdown. 

o   Budget deal could involve a huge increase in the defense cap, with a smaller increase for non-
defense discretionary (NDD) that would nonetheless be large enough to eliminate the NDD 
sequester.  In other words, it would put the NDD cap for 2018 at above the original Budget 
Control Act cap level.  The deal would include some spending cuts as offsets, but would not 
offset the full amount. 

o   As of now, the Administration plans to release its fiscal year 2019 budget on or before the 
statutory deadline of February 5.  

o   Republicans are already lowering expectations of passing a budget resolution conference 
agreement this year (budget conference agreements rarely happen in election years in 
recent times).  Without a conference agreement, there will be no reconciliation protection 
for a package of entitlement cuts, which Speaker Ryan has said he wants to enact.  A 
reconciliation package could include changes to student loans, as well as changes to other 
mandatory spending programs. 

        Two new Senators assigned to HELP Committee – Both new Senators Doug Jones (D-AL) and Tina 
Smith (D-MN) have been assigned to the HELP Committee, and there are other related shuffled 
committee assignments.  Senator Smith will serve on the HELP, Agriculture, Energy, and Indian 
Affairs Committees.  Her education staffer is Gohar Sedighi, who was Senator Franken’s  
staffer. Senator Jones will serve on HELP, Banking, Homeland Security, and Aging.  His education LA 
is Rebecca Howard.  Other new committee members are as follows: 

o   Commerce: Sen. Tester 



o   Environment and Public Works: Sen. Van Hollen 

o   Finance: Sen. Whitehouse (he leaves the HELP Committee) 

o   Judiciary: Sen. Booker, Sen. Harris 

        Rep. Steve Womack to chair House Budget Committee – The Republican Steering Committee on 
Tuesday recommended that Rep. Steve Womack (R-AR) replace Rep. Diane Black (R-TN) as chair of 
the House Budget Committee.  Rep. Black is stepping down to focus on her run for governor.   The 
full Republican conference is expected to approve the recommendation. 

        Senate HELP Committee postpones today’s planned vote on nominations – The Senate HELP 
Committee had planned to vote today on three Department of Education nominees (see Tuesday’s 
Update for details), but the meeting has been postponed, with no new date yet announced.  

II. CEF schedule and activities 

        “Education Budgeting 101” Hill briefing on Monday, January 29 – Our first big event of the year isa 
Hill briefing for education Legislative Assistants and CEF members covering how the budget and 
appropriations process works for education programs as well as an overview of how mandatory 
education spending is changed. We are excited to have a bipartisan panel featuring the House’s two 
education staffers on the Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee: Karyn Richman and 
Robin Juliano.  We’ll also have an overview of the process from CEF’s Sarah Abernathy, and leave 
time for Q&A.  It’s possible by the end of the month we will have more clarity on the process for 
winding up the FY 2018 process and starting the FY 2019 budget process.  The briefing is onMonday, 
January 29, from 10:30-noon in 1334 Longworth House Office Building.  

        Mark your calendars for CEF’s membership retreat on January 26 – CEF’s membership retreat on 
Friday, January 26, is your first of many opportunities to be involved in CEF’s advocacy, research, 
events, and membership activities this year.  The new Board will be meeting on January 19, and then 
I’ll outline the 2018 strategic plan at the Membership Retreat.  After that, everyone will have a 
chance to join our four committees: Advocacy and Research, Hill Teams, Membership and Bylaws, 
and the Gala Committee.  Each committee will have specific plans based on ongoing efforts and 
suggestions you made last fall, but we encourage you to join and play a role where you are most 
interested – we rely on your participation and input to be successful. 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Tomorrow - Friday, Jan. 12, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW.  Guest Speaker: Jacque 
Chevalier and others from the House Education and Workforce Committee Democratic staff 

        Friday, Jan. 19 – NO CEF MEETING 

        Friday, Jan 26, 9-noon: CEF Membership retreat at AASCU, 1307 New  York Ave, NW.  

        Monday, Jan 29, 10:30-noon: Education Budgeting 101 Hill briefing, 1334 Longworth House 
Office Building.  Presentations from both Democratic and Republican education staffers on the 



House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee: Karyn Richman and Robin Juliano.  
All CEF members are invited.  

        Friday, Feb. 2 – NO CEF MEETING 

        Friday, Feb. 9, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 New  York Ave, NW. Guest Speaker TBD. 

        Friday, Feb. 16, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW, 1st floor conference room.  Guest 
Speaker: Emily Slack, House Education and Workforce Committee Republican staff 

III. Events 

        Council for a Strong America briefing on Jan 17 – CEF member Council for a Strong America’s 
Champions for America’s Future is hosting a briefing with the Congressional Pre-K Caucus featuring 
Olympic and Paralympic athletes discussing the importance of early education.  The briefing is on 
Wednesday, January 17, from 11am-noon in 121 Cannon House Office Building.  See the attached 
flyer for more information, and RSVP to Maria Randazzo at 
mrandazzo@championsforamericasfuture.org. 

  
      My best, 

  
      Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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