
 
 

Monday, February 5, 2018 
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

        Government funding runs out on Thursday night – It seems like the same news week 
after week, but that’s because we have now renewed last year’s funding levels four 
times, with a fifth continuing resolution (CR) likely this week. While nothing is certain 
until it’s done, neither Republicans nor Democrats seem to have an appetite for another 
government shutdown, although there does not appear to be headway on solving the 
issues that have prevented agreements that will clear the way towards enacting new 
funding levels for the full fiscal year.  I outlined the sticking points and the decisions 
needed in the Update on Thursday, February 1. 

        House Republicans contemplating a CR through the end of March – With the House 
scheduled to be in session this week just through Wednesday, action on a CR needs to 
happen quickly but it’s not yet clear what will be in the bill and how long it will extend.  
Late last week House Republicans were contemplating a bill to extend funding through 
March 22 (the day before Congress’s two-week spring recess), but that won’t get 
support from Democrats – who insist Congress resolve the issue of DREAMers’ status 
before supporting a funding bill or deal to raise spending caps – or from some 
conservative Republicans, who want an agreement to dramatically increase defense 
spending before supporting another continuing resolution.  This CR may include other 
funding changes and new items that could cost the support of some who have voted for 
previous CRs.  The Administration would like the CR to include an increase in the 
government’s debt ceiling, something that many Republicans are loathe to do.  
Leadership will be hesitant to add anything to the bill that could potentially cause more 
members to oppose it.  Finally, the Administration has informally requested that the bill 
include additional funding “anomalies” that change program funding from just a straight 
continuation of the FY 2017 level (with a small across-the-board cut).  These anomalies 
are for additional funding for the IRS to implement the new tax law, the Small Business 
Administration’s disaster loan program, and for faster spending of defense funds and 
reallocation of nuclear weapon funds.  

        Senate HELP Committee’s differing views of accountability changes for the Higher 
Education Act – Senate HELP Committee chair Lamar Alexander (R-TN) on Thursday 
released a 12-page white paper outlining concepts for changing institutional 
accountability measures in the Higher Education Act that could impact the types of 
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studies that would qualify for student loans.  The Chair is requesting input due 5pm on 
February 15 to accountability@help.senate.gov. The white paper proposes (see page 10 
for the details):   

When designing a new framework for allocating billions of taxpayer-backed loans to 
students, policymakers should consider a blank slate, by eliminating the current 
federal requirements of cohort default rates, 90-10, and gainful employment and 
starting fresh with a framework based on the following principles: 

1)      Return on Investment Matters 

2)      Programs of Study Matter 

Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) outlined different priorities to consider in 
reforming accountability at a hearing the day before.  A key excerpt: 

I want to make one thing clear: we should be building a stronger accountability 
system. And all the options discussed today should be in addition to, not in 
replacement of, our current accountability measures. We cannot loosen guardrails 
and give colleges free range—just because they ask for it. Instead, we need to use 
evidence to determine which accountability measures produce good results for our 
students and which guardrails need to be strengthened. Our students’ success 
should be our number priority. 

        Republican House Appropriations Committee leadership race – After last week’s 
announcement that House Appropriations Committee Chair Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) 
will retire at the end of this year, four Republicans have announced that they are 
interested in succeeding him (of course, if the House majority switches after the 
election, the chair would be a Democrat next year).  The four Subcommittee chair who 
have said they will run for the spot are: 

o   Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK), chair of the Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee (ninth in 
the Committee’s seniority) 

o   Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-AL), chair of the Agriculture Subcommittee (third in the 
Committee’s seniority) 

o   Rep. Kay Granger (R-TX), chair of the Defense Subcommittee (fourth in the 
Committee’s seniority) 

o   Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID), chair of the Energy and Water Subcommittee (fifth in 
the Committee’s seniority) 

II. Advocacy 

        CEF letter to appropriators – On Friday, CEF sent letters to Appropriations Committee 
leaders reiterating CEF’s ongoing efforts to urge Congress to: 
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o   raise the NDD cap and maintain parity with any increase in the defense cap; 

o   provide at least a proportional increase in the allocation of the Labor-HHS-
Education subcommittee (it accounts for 31% of all NDD spending but in the past 
has not received 1/3 of increases); and 

o   use additional funds to increase investments in education. 

The letter went to the Chairs and Ranking Members of the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees and Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittees (the letter to the 
House members is attached). 

        Hill meetings – Last week CEF officers, Sarah, and I met with Senate Majority Leader 
McConnell’s office and both staffs of the Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee to continue spreading the advocacy message above.  Staff have not yet 
been given direction on funding levels for a full-year deal, which means a final year-long 
omnibus is still at least several weeks away. The Senate staff did say they will not be 
really working on fiscal year 2019 funding issues until after the FY 2018 bill is complete, 
even though the President’s FY 2019 budget request is due a week from today.  The 
House Appropriations Committee is more likely to start holding hearings on the FY 2019 
while still working on FY 2018. 

        Later this week  CEF officers are meeting with Steve Silvestri of House Appropriations 
Committee Chair Frelinghuysen’s staff.  We are also requesting visits for CEF’s Hill Teams 
to meet with members of the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 
Subcommittees.  Once those meetings are set, we’ll email the Hill Teams with the link to 
sign up for the meetings they’d like to attend.  

        NDD Town Hall on February 15 – NDD United is finalizing plans to hold a town hall 
meeting the afternoon of Thursday, February 15.  Details to follow as soon as they are 
set. 

III. CEF Events 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Feb. 9, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 New  York Ave, NW. Guest Speaker: Bryce 
McKibben, Senate HELP Committee Democratic staff. 

        Friday, Feb. 16, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW, 1st floor conference room.  
Guest Speaker: Emily Slack, House Education and Workforce Committee Republican 
staff 

        Friday, Feb. 23 – NO CEF MEETING (Congress is in recess) 

        Friday, Mar. 2, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 New  York Ave, NW. Guest Speaker: TBD 



        Friday, Mar. 9, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 NJ Ave, NW, 4th floor. Guest Speaker: TBD 
  
  
      My best, 

  
    Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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February 2, 2018 

 

 

The Honorable Rodney 

Frelinghuysen 

Chairman, House Appropriations 

Committee 

H305 The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 

Ranking Member, House 

Appropriations  

Committee 

1016 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Tom Cole, 

Chairman, Labor-HHS-Education 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

2358B Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Ranking Member, Labor-HHS-Education 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

1016 Longworth Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members: 

 

On behalf of the 113 national education organizations and institutions that are 

members of the Committee for Education Funding (CEF), we write to support 

greater investments in education for fiscal year 2018 – a year already one third 

complete. As Congress continues to work on setting new appropriations levels 

and enacting full-year funding, we encourage you to reach a budget deal that 

raises the sequester-level non-defense discretionary (NDD) caps by the same 

amount of the increase in the defense caps, and then to increase the 302(b) 

allocation for the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Subcommittee 

FY 2018 bill by at least its proportional share of the additional spending. We 

urge the Subcommittee to use the additional resources to significantly increase 

funding for education programs. As you know, funding cuts and freezes over 

many years have eroded the federal investment in vital education services to 

students, schools, and communities, with the result that current federal 

education appropriations are below the 2011 level even in nominal terms. 

 

Recognizing the importance of the competing interests in the Labor-HHS-

Education appropriations bill, CEF supports increasing investments in 

education because they are vital to building a stronger nation, spurring 
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economic growth, and creating a well-educated populace ready to succeed in the global 

environment. Individual success and the nation’s economic strength are inextricably linked to 

educational attainment, and there is clear evidence of the effectiveness of investing along the 

entire education continuum – from early education to higher education, including elementary and 

secondary education, career and technical education, adult education and workforce 

development, and out-of-the-classroom education programs such as afterschool services.  

 

CEF, the nation’s oldest and largest education coalition, is a non-partisan organization reflecting 

the entire continuum of the education community. Our long-term “5¢ Makes Sense” campaign 

supports the goal of increasing education investments from the current two percent of the federal 

budget to five cents on the federal dollar. 

 

Students and schools count on strong federal education investments to ensure equitable access to 

high-quality education. We encourage you to support a budget deal that allows for greater and 

necessary investments in education. 

 

Sincerely, 

    

 

 

 

Jeff Carter     Sheryl Cohen  

President     Executive Director 

 


