
 
  

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

 FY 2018 appropriations status update – Today it seems unlikely that congressional appropriators 
will finish the omnibus package of fiscal year (FY) 2018 government funding bills in time for the 
House to vote on the package this week, which had been their goal so that the Senate would have 
all of next week to debate the bill.  The deadline for passing the legislation is next Friday, March 23, 
when the temporary extension of government funding expires.  Last week, Republican leadership 
had announced a goal of completing the package by tonight so the House could vote on Friday after 
providing the official three days of availability to read the legislation (they would count Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday).  However, negotiations are not done, with most of the disagreement about 
unrelated policy provisions – known as policy riders – as well as the level of funding for opioid 
prevention, among other items.  We’ve been told that most of the funding decisions are done, but 
that the funding level for the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee bill is still in flux 
with a couple of important decisions still to be made that could affect  the final total.  Senior staffers 
said the negotiators in virtually every way are abiding by the agreement (the statement of funding 
priorities associated with the Bipartisan Budget Agreement of 2018 that raised the discretionary 
caps for FY 2018 and FY 2019 – described in detail in the CEF Update on February 7), and that the 
allocations to the various bills are “fair,” but possibly not as generous to the Labor-HHS-Education 
bill as they would have been if Democrats were setting them.   

 School safety funding – Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK), Chairman of the House Labor-HHS-Education 
Subcommittee, said “there’s going to be a substantial increase in money to a variety of programs 
that will allow local schools to do more in the area of gun safety.  And that’s something we’re 
working on together with Democrats.  That’s not a matter of contention.  It’s a matter of 
cooperation.”  His implication was that the Title IV-A Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Grants program could be used to improve school safety and would get a “nice” increase in 
funding.  That program was created in the 2016 Every Student Succeeds Act and received 
$400 million for FY 2017, its first year of funding.  It is authorized at $1.6 billion for FY 2018; the 
President’s FY 2018 budget eliminated all funding for the program, but it received a modest increase 
in the FY 2018 funding bill the House passed last summer (it provided $500 million) and the version 
that the Senate Appropriations Committee approved last year (it provided $450 million).   

II. Advocacy 

 Hill Teams meetings this week – Hill Teams is meeting tomorrow with Katie Morley, the education 
staffer for Rep. Womack (R-AR), the new chairman of the House Budget Committee.  Earlier this 



week Hill teams met with Hamilton Bloom and Katie Peake with Senator Shelby (R-AL) – the likely 
next chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee.   

II. CEF Events 

 SAVE THE DATE! CEF’s budget book release on Thursday, April 26 – CEF members are invited to a 
Hill briefing with Congressional education staffers to release our budget book on Thursday, April 26, 
10am-noon in 124 Dirksen Senate Office Building (see attached flyer).  Working with our Advocacy 
and Research Committee, we have reached out to CEF members to help identify education 
practitioners from across the continuum in our target states to invite to the briefing.  More details 
to follow as we confirm our speakers.  Please RSVP to RSVP@cef.org. 
 

 In the Age of Inequality, Does Public Schooling Make a Difference? Briefing on March 22 – CEF 
member the American Educational Research Association is cosponsoring a lunch briefing on what 
research shows about inequality and educational opportunity, the effects of schools on life chances 
of underserved youth, and the connections to policy and practice. The event is on March 22, from 
12:30-2pm, in 385 Russell Senate Office Building.  You can find more information and RSVP here. 

 Innovation in Higher Education briefing on March 22 – CEF member Knowledge Alliance is 
cosponsoring a briefing on how federal policy can support innovative and evidence-based 
approaches to improving college student outcomes.  The briefing, “Innovation in Higher Education: 
How Data and Evidence Can Improve Student Outcomes,” is on Thursday, March 22, Capitol Visitors 
Center room SVC 212-210 from 9-10:30am.  To register/RSVP, see information here.  

 CEF’s upcoming schedule –  

 Friday, Mar. 16, 9-11am: Quarterly committee meetings, at University of California, 1608 
Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium.   

 Friday, Mar. 23, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW, 1st floor conference room.  Guest 
Speakers: Eamonn Collins and Mark Ritacco, staff for Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT). 

 Friday, Apr. 13, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 NJ Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Kate Cassling, Education LA, 
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV). 

 Friday, Apr. 20, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW.  Guest speaker: TBD 

 Thursday, Apr. 26, 10am-noon: Hill briefing to release CEF’s budget book, 124 Dirksen Senate 
Office Building (see attached flyer) 

 Friday, Apr. 27: No CEF meeting 
 
      My best, 

 
      Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

  
1800 M Street, NW 
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You’re Invited! 

The Release of CEF’s 

“EDUCATION MATTERS: Investing in America’s Future” 
Featuring a Panel Discussion with Education Practitioners 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

10:00am - Noon 

124 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Please RSVP to Claire Shanklin 

RSVP@CEF.org 

 

 

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a 

coalition of more than 110 education associations 

and institutions from preschool to postgraduate 

education, invites you to the release of our annual 

analysis of the President’s budget and federal 

funding for education.   

Education Matters provides useful information on 

the need to invest in education, details on federal 

education programs, and how these vital programs 

improve the lives of millions of Americans and 

benefit the economy.   

Please join us to find out more about how the 

President’s fiscal year 2019 budget would affect 

education programs and the lives of the students 

and educators they benefit.   

Attendees will receive the budget book and CEF’s 

2018 Membership Directory. 
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