
 
 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

 

I. Advocacy  
 

 CEF meeting with VP’s office – This week CEF officers met with Francis Brooke 

who handles education policy in Vice President Pence’s office.  We discussed 

shortfalls in education funding and unmet demand and need for multiple programs, 

FY17 and FY18 concerns, and expressed our desire to develop a closer working 

relationship with the Administration and relevant Executive Branch agencies.  We 

also emphasized the policy resource that CEF is as the Administration continues to 

form its policies in this area both in the immediate and in the future.  Francis 

highlighted how “data driven” the Administration is, and how they are trying to zero 

in on “programs that work,” as well as the Administrations prioritization around 

education as it relates to work force development. 
 

 FY 2017 appropriations: CEF letter, charts, and tables – CEF sent the attached 

letter to all Members of Congress today as the House is getting ready to vote on the 

FY 2017 omnibus appropriations package.  The letter acknowledges the education 

investments in the bill but expresses disappointment that education funding is cut 

below last year’s level after accounting for the rescission of Pell grant dollars.  It 

highlights the need to eliminate the austerity-level sequester caps and to increase 

investments in education to maximize opportunities for students, schools, and the 

country. 

 

We have updated our charts and tables (also attached), which will be available on our 

website: 

1. Chart showing Department of Education funding excluding Pell grants, 

which is still below the 2010 level (note that the FY 2016 total is different 

than in our previous charts and tables because the Appropriations Committee 

is showing slightly different FY 2016 levels than the Department of 

Education shows – we shifted to match the Appropriations Committee 

levels). 

2. Table showing how 2017 funding changed by account for elementary and 

secondary education  

3. Table showing how 2017 funding changed by major category within the 

Department of Education 
 

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News 



 

 CEF member job listings – Just a reminder to check the job listing section on the 

members-only part of our website.  We’ve just listed HACU’s paid summer 

internship, and would be happy to list any education-related openings you may have. 

 

 FYI - Perkins CTE sign-on letter – IBM, as part of the Perkins CTE Caucus, is 

working with the National Association of Manufacturers to encourage organizations 

to sign on to a joint letter urging Congress to reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins Career 

and Technical Education Act.  Click here to read the letter, background information, 

and instructions on how to sign on. The deadline for joining is May 17.   
 

 NCLD report – The National Center for Learning Disabilities just released The State 

of Learning Disabilities: Understanding the 1 in 5, which includes a data snapshot for 

each state, personal stories, printable resources, innovative approaches to help 

students with learning and attention issues.  

 

III. Events  
 

 Nominate someone to honor at this year’s CEF Gala – We are asking all CEF 

members for suggestions of champions of education to receive an award at CEF’s 

annual gala on October 3.  Past awardees are a bipartisan roster of those who have 

taken a lead in efforts to provide federal education funding, including Members of 

Congress from both parties, Administration officials, former staffers, as well as those 

working outside of government on initiatives that will help students and promote 

learning.  We want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ interests, and to 

help draw people to attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form – please 

send nominations to Gala Committee co-chair Kelly Vaillancourt at 

kvaillancourt@naspweb.org by June 2, 2017. 

 

 CEF’s schedule for May – 
o Friday, May 5, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW).  Guest 

speaker: Amy Jones, Director of Education and Human Resources, House 

Education and the Workforce Committee Majority Staff 

o Friday, May 12 – No meeting  

o Friday, May 19, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW). Guest 

speaker: TBD 

o Friday, May 26,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: TBD 
 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 
 

 

 

 

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Internship_Workstudy_Opportunities1.asp
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Internship_Workstudy_Opportunities1.asp
http://namissvr.nam.org/minisites/securesignup/letter.aspx?ID=132
http://www.ncld.org/the-state-of-learning-disabilities-understanding-the-1-in-5
http://www.ncld.org/the-state-of-learning-disabilities-understanding-the-1-in-5
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org
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                           May 3, 2017 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

On behalf of the Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a coalition 

of more than 100 education institutions and organizations reflecting the broad 

spectrum of the education community, we want to express our views on the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2017. We acknowledge that 

the bill demonstrates the importance of federal investments in education across 

the continuum, from early childhood education and elementary and secondary 

education to higher education, as well as career and adult education and other 

education-related programs. We also appreciate that Congress completed the 

appropriations process, and funding is provided program by program, rather 

than through a continuing resolution that forfeits the ability to make necessary 

changes. However, we are disappointed funding for the Department of 

Education is cut by $1.1 billion after accounting for rescissions and that 

funding is being provided so late in the fiscal year, making it incredibly 

difficult for schools, districts, and students to plan.   

 

We recognize the challenge of crafting appropriations bills given the 

tight spending caps for fiscal year 2017.  For this reason, CEF continues to 

strongly urge Congress to eliminate the austerity-level discretionary caps and 

to maintain the long-standing principle of parity by matching any increases in 

the defense caps with equal increases in non-defense caps. If Congress allows 

the full sequester under the Budget Control Act to remain in force, the 

challenge of writing appropriations bills will worsen for fiscal year 2018, when 

the cap on non-defense discretionary appropriations is even lower than fiscal 

year 2017.  

 

Investments in education strengthen our nation by creating a well-

educated population prepared to compete in a rapidly changing world, yet 

education funding has been the target of deep cuts since January 2011 even 

though education funding accounts for only 2 percent of the federal budget. On 

the discretionary side of the budget, funding for programs for fiscal year 2017, 
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exclusive of Pell grants, is almost $1 billion below the level provided for fiscal year 2010. Many 

education programs are not funded sufficiently to fulfill their intended goals and meet student 

needs.   

 

Educational attainment is strongly tied to both individual success and the nation’s 

economic strength. Students and schools are counting on a strong federal education investment to 

ensure access to high quality education from preschool to higher education and career and 

technical and adult education, and to fill gaps where local and state funding is insufficient or 

where new needs arise.  In addition, students and schools are looking for help with the costs of 

critical educational services, such as special education. We urge Congress to repeal the Budget 

Control Act sequester-level caps and significantly increase the federal education investment in 

order to maximize opportunities for students and their families, schools, and our nation.   

 

Sincerely, 

    

 

 

 

 

Jocelyn Bissonnette    Sheryl Cohen  

President     Executive Director 

 



2017 Education Funding Still Below 2010 
Level Excluding Pell Grants 
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Elementary and Secondary Education Funding, 
2016 to 2017 

 
In billions of dollars 

2016 2017 

2017 +/- 

2016 % change 

Education for the Disadvantaged 16.017 16.144 0.127 1% 

Impact Aid 1.306 1.329 0.023 2% 

School Improvement Programs 4.434 4.409 -0.025 -1% 

Indian Education 0.144 0.165 0.021 15% 

Innovation and Improvement* 0.931 0.888 -0.044 -5% 

Safe Schools and Citizenship Education 0.245 0.151 -0.094 -38% 

English Language Acquisition 0.737 0.737 0.000 0% 

Special Education 12.977 13.064 0.088 1% 

K-12, including special education 36.790 36.887 0.096 0.3% 

*excludes $215 million for Preschool Innovation Grants in 2016 that is now in HHS 

CEF: 5/2/17 



2017 Education Department 
Discretionary Funding 

in billions of dollars 

 

• K-12 funding virtually frozen at 2016 level 
• Career, technical, and adult funding frozen at 2016 level 
• Post-secondary funding cut after accounting for $1.3 billion 
•  rescission of prior Pell Grant funding 
• Other (IES, Admin, Rehabilitation Services, OIG) cut 

CEF: 5/2/17 

2016 2017 

2017 +/- 

2016 

% 

change 

K-12, including special education 36.790 36.887 0.096 0.3% 

  

Career, Technical, and Adult Education 1.721 1.721 0.000 0% 

  

Post-Secondary Education 27.975 26.763 -1.212 -4% 

  

Other  1.571 1.559 -0.012 -1% 

Total, ED discretionary 68.057 66.929 -1.128 -2% 

Total, excluding Pell grants 45.582 45.764 0.182 0.4% 

*excludes $215 million for Preschool Innovation Grants in 2016 that is now in HHS 



Committee for Education Funding 
Gala 2017 Award Nomination Form 

  
Deadline: Due by COB June 2, 2017, to Kelly Vaillancourt 

Email: kvaillancourt@naspweb.org 
 

Questions? Ask the Gala Committee co-chairs:  
Ally Bernstein (ally@jbernsteinstrategy.com),  

Noelle Ellerson Ng (nellerson@aasa.org), Kelly Vaillancourt (kvaillancourt@naspweb.org) 

   
CEF Member Name:    
 
Organization:  
 
Phone:      E-mail:   
 
Award Nominee (Name & Title): 
 
CEF Award Nomination (please mark one box): 
 

Lifetime And Career Awards 
 The Edward M. Kennedy Lifetime Advocacy Award: For demonstrating extraordinary 

advocacy on behalf of our nation’s children and students 

 The Terrell H. Bell Award: For outstanding advocacy of education as a congressional and 
national priority 

 The James O’Hara Award: For life-long commitment in support of education and for 
outstanding leadership in advocating education as a congressional and national priority 

 Richard W. Riley Award: For a career of exemplary support of better education for all 

 
115th Congress Awards 

 The William H. Natcher Award: For distinguished services during this session of Congress in 
elevating the priority for education funding to ensure better opportunities for our nation’s citizens 

 
 

Outstanding New Member Award: For demonstrating commitment to our nation’s students by 
advocating education as an investment in the future 

 Special Recognition Award: For outstanding dedication to the success of America’s students 
and for making education a national priority 

 
Citizen and Staff Awards 

 Charles Wilson Lee Citizen Service Award 

 Staff Recognition Award 

 
Summary Statement: 
Please describe why you believe your nominee should receive an award.  The Board of 
Directors will consider this statement in recommending a slate of awardees for approval by 
CEF’s membership.  Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org
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