
 
  

Monday, May 14, 2018 

  
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I.                 Policy Intelligence and Education News  

       Education policy action, but not funding action this week – There’s a lot of Administration action 
that could impact education policy but no movement on fiscal year (FY) funding for education this 
week.  This includes changes at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which is shutting its 
Office for Students and Young Consumers that investigates complaints of student lending abuses.  
The office will be absorbed into the financial education office.  In addition, the Department of 
Education on Friday confirmed plans to restructure the Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to be organized around three key functions – management and administrative issues, 
grant implementation, and evaluation and sharing of effective practices – rather than the existing 8 
program offices.  In addition, in the Senate, HELP Committee chair Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and 
ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) have resumed working on a bill to reauthorize the Carl D. 
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act.  Efforts at a bipartisan reauthorization stalled over 
disagreements about how much flexibility to give to the Department of Education. The House 
passed a non-controversial reauthorization bill in June 2017, and 59 senators wrote to the HELP 
Committee leaders in October urging them to produce a bipartisan bill. The Administration has 
emphasized career education and workforce training as key to a number of its initiatives. 

        FY 2019 appropriations in the House – While neither the House nor the Senate Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations Subcommittees are releasing their FY 2019 levels or marking up soon, the 
Appropriations Committees are moving forward on a number of other bills.  The bills are going 
forward two at a time, which could be how we will see them packaged for floor consideration to 
speed the process.  The House Appropriations Committee has already marked up the first two of the 
twelve appropriations bills for FY 2019 – the Legislative Branch and the Military Construction-
Veterans Affairs bills – and is scheduled to mark up two more on May 16 at 10am – the Energy and 
Water bill and the Agriculture bill.  The fifth and sixth bills are scheduled for subcommittee markups 
this week – the Transportation-HUD and the Interior bill – which we’d expect to see next week at full 
Committee.  The Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill is generally one of the last bills that the 
Committee and the House consider, and from what we’re hearing that will be true this year, as 
well.  We don’t expect any action on the Labor-HHS-Education bill this month.  The Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittees are still holding hearings.  The Senate Labor-HHS-Education 
Subcommittee has a hearing on Thursday at 10am on the budget request for the National Institutes 
of Health.  Friday’s CEF guest speaker, Mike Gentile, who is the Subcommittee’s majority staffer for 
education, said he expects the Subcommittee to hear testimony from Education Secretary DeVos in 
early June.  



II.  Advocacy 

        #HearOurEdStories advocacy campaign – We encourage all CEF members to help share the social 
media toolkit for CEF’s new  #HearOurEdStories advocacy campaign with your networks to ask 
people to participate by tweeting a video or letter telling their Members of Congress why federal 
education funding matters to them.  There are step-by-step directions in the social media toolkit 
 that is on our website here.   

II.  Events 

        Nominate someone to honor at this year’s CEF Gala – Here’s your chance to suggest  a champion of 
education to receive an award at CEF’s annual gala on September 26.  Pastawardees comprise a 
bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in efforts to provide federal education funding, 
including Members of Congress from both parties, Administration officials, former staffers, as well 
as those working outside of government on initiatives that will help students and promote learning.  
We want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ interests, and to help draw people to 
attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form – please send nominations to Gala 
Committee co-chair Flannery Geoghegan at fgeogheg@usc.edu by June 15. 

        Job listings – We have a number of listings for job openings with CEF members on the CEF Job Board 
in the member area of our website. Three new announcements just added are listed below: 

o   CLASP – Director of Workforce Development/Adult & Postsecondary Education Policy.  Job 
announcement is here. 

o   CLASP – Youth Policy Analyst.  Job announcement is here. 

o   National Council for Community and Education Partnerships – Associate Director for 
Government Relations.  Job announcement is here.   

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, May 18, 9-11am: at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium (B3). Guest speaker: 
Karyn Richman, House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Republican staff. 

        Friday, May 25: No CEF meeting (this is a change in the original schedule). 

        Friday, June 1: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

        Tuesday, June 5, 5-7pm: CEF Hill Education Funding Fair, 902 Hart Senate Office Building 

        Friday, June 8, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: TBD. 

        Friday, June 15, 9-11am: CEF Research briefing at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium 
(B3). Details to come. 

https://cef.org/advocacy/5%C2%A2-makes-sense/#5-cents
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:fgeogheg@usc.edu
https://www.clasp.org/about/careers/director-workforce-development-adult-postsecondary-policy
https://www.clasp.org/about/careers/policy-analyst-youth-policy
https://www.edpartnerships.org/careers


        Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW. 

        Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 

  
My best, 

 
 Sheryl 
 
 Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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