
 
  

Wednesday, May 16, 2018  

Dear CEF Members: 
 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

        CEF letter to Congress opposing rescission package, which is  on temporary hold – On Monday, CEF 
sent a letter urging Congress to reject the Administration’s proposed the rescission package.  The 
letter to Appropriations Committee and Congressional leadership outlined CEF’s concerns on the 
package’s potential impact cutting resources available to the Labor-HHS-Education appropriations 
bill. The letter also reiterated CEF’s opposition to any future package that would rescind funding for 
the current fiscal year, noting that Congress that would violate the bipartisan agreement Congress 
enacted this spring to raise spending limits for both defense and non-defense discretionary 
programs.   

The Administration’s rescission package was introduced in the House last week as HR 3, but it’s not 
clear that the House majority has enough votes to pass it.  House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
(R-CA) said it’s possible the full House will vote on the bill next week, but it is not on the floor 
schedule.  It faces a far more uncertain fate in the Senate. 

        Rep. Charlie Dent’s resignation leads to shuffling of Appropriations subcommittee 
chairmanships – Over the weekend Rep. Charlie Dent (R-PA) officially resigned from Congress, 
vacating his chairmanship of Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction-VA.  (The 
Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year 2019 bill last week before Rep. Dent made his 
resignation official.)  As usual, this is leading to a shuffling among current subcommittee chairs as 
members seek bigger portfolios or those that align best with their districts.  Last night the House 
Republican Steering Committee recommended that Rep. John Carter (R-TX) become chair of Military 
Construction-VA Subcommittee, and that Rep. Kevin Yoder (R-KS) replace Rep. Carter as chair of the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee.  The Steering Committee has not yet recommended a 
replacement for Rep. Yoder as chair of the Legislative Branch Subcommittee (that FY 2019 bill has 
also been approved by the full Committee already) or appointed a new member of the 
Appropriations Committee. 

        New nominee to head ED’s Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) – On 
Monday, President Trump announced his intention to nominate Scott Stump to be Assistant 
Secretary of OCTAE at the Department of Education.  He is the Chief Operating Officer of Vivayic, 
Inc., an Indiana firm that designs learning strategies, curriculum, and evaluation programs.  He 
previously served as President of the board of Advance CTE (a CEF member) and as assistant provost 
for career and technical education at the Colorado Community College System. 

https://cef.org/advocacy/letters-to-congress/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-personnel-key-administration-posts-43/


II.  Advocacy 

        Reminder: Hill Teams meetings next week – There is still space available for Hill Teams members to 
participate in CEF’s meetings next week with education staffers for Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY) who is 
on the House Education and the Workforce Committee, and for Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS), who is on 
the HELP Committee.  Both have new education staffers, and this is an opportunity to introduce CEF 
and its resources.  Hill Teams members who would like to participate should sign up on the shared 
link provided by separate email on Monday.   

III.  Events 

        Briefing on “Afterschool & Summer Learning Programs: Key Partners in Prevention & Response to 
the Substance Abuse Crisis” on May 22 – CEF member the Afterschool Alliance is holding a briefing 
of the Senate Afterschool Caucus focusing on the impact of afterschool and summer learning 
programs in preventing and responding to the substance abuse crisis.  The briefing is on May 22, 
1:30-2:45pm in 902 Hart Senate Office Building. 

        CEF’s research briefing on June 15 on “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment means for 
Students and Universities”– CEF’s summer research briefings are back by popular demand!  CEF’s 
Advocacy and Research Committee is planning three research briefings for CEF members but instead 
of having all three in August, this year we’re holding the first one in June so that those on vacation in 
August don’t miss out.  As usual, the briefings will go in-depth into issues of interest to CEF 
members, and will cover topics that span the education continuum.  The first briefing is “Paying for 
College: What the Federal Investment means for Students and Universities” on Friday, June 15, from 
 9-11am at the NEA (1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium).  This is in the time we hold Friday 
meetings so we hope you will be able to attend – we’ll have our customary half hour for breakfast 
and networking with the briefing beginning at 9:30.  Speakers will be announced once they are 
confirmed.  

        CEF’s Education Funding Fair on June 5 – All CEF members are invited to CEF’s first Education 
Funding Fair on Capitol Hill on Tuesday, June 5, 5-7pm, in 902 Hart Senate Office Building (see the 
attached flyer).  We are also inviting all Hill education staffers to this reception, which provides a 
chance to network and display what CEF and its members do. We’ll showcase CEF materials – 
posters, Budget book, fact sheets, and charts – and will have tables for CEF member materials that 
will represent the full education continuum if you’d like to display handouts/materials that describe 
your organization or institution and its work.  If you’d like to provide materials for the Fair, please 
contact CEF Advocacy and Research Committee co-chair Corey Williams at NEA 
at CWilliams@nea.org so we can plan accordingly.  Please RSVP here if you will be attending.    

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, May 18, 9-11am: at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium (B3). Guest speaker: 
Karyn Richman, House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Republican staff. 

        Friday, May 25: No CEF meeting (this is a change in the original schedule). 

        Friday, June 1: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

mailto:CWilliams@nea.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/108d69zMiXdSgaBCrDyHfZr6x81yD86TKpgJk8BIRRU4/viewform?edit_requested=true


        Tuesday, June 5, 5-7pm: CEF Hill Education Funding Fair, 902 Hart Senate Office Building.  See 
above and attached flyer. 

        Friday, June 8, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: TBD. 

        Friday, June 15, 9-11am: CEF Research briefing on “Paying for College: What the Federal 
Investment means for Students and Universities,” at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium 
(B3). 

        Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW. 

        Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 

My best, 

 
 Sheryl 
 
 Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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