
 
 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 
 

Please follow us on Twitter and Instagram (both “@edfunding”) to spread our advocacy to 
a broader social media audience! 

 
 

Dear CEF Members: 
            

I. What we’re hearing 
 

 Here’s a quick rundown of the education budget-related tidbits and news we’ve heard 

recently. 
o President’s full budget to be released Tuesday, May 23 – not May 22, as 

previously expected.  The House Budget Committee has scheduled a hearing 
with OMB Director Mulvaney for Wednesday, so this release date looks like 
it will hold. 

o FY 2018 funding looks likely to be another continuing resolution this fall 
– Senate Republicans want to preserve their ability to use the fast-track 
reconciliation procedure provided by the fiscal year 2017 budget resolution to 
pass a bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act.  But that procedure expires once 
a fiscal year 2018 budget resolution conference agreement is adopted, so 
we’re hearing that Senate Republicans may hold off on starting on their 

budget resolution until after addressing a health care bill; that probably means 
waiting until the fall.  Meanwhile, without a budget resolution specifying a top 
line for defense and non-defense discretionary (NDD) funding levels, the 
appropriations process will – at best – limp along.  The House Budget 
Committee had originally planned to mark up its budget this week, but has 
postponed that until after Memorial Day (at least).  Ultimately, we may not 
have much clarity on 2018 funding levels for a long time, and may be looking 
at another continuing resolution that keeps current funding going when we get 
to the beginning of the new fiscal year on October 1.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. Advocacy 

 “Digital Day of Advocacy” on education funding on Thursday – The “Education 

Big Table”– an informal group of education and civil rights organizations that came 
together earlier this year and is focusing on various topics – is organizing a digital 
and call-in day of action on Thursday, May 18, to protect funding for public 
education.  This effort is being coordinated by the Center for American Progress and 
the National Education Association, which has created a toolkit with sample scripts 
for calls and emails as well as content, including: 

- An action alert that can be sent out to your networks today; 
- An action alert that can be sent out to your networks on Thursday; and  
- Sample tweets and graphics that can be shared throughout the day on Thursday. 

The information includes both lobbying and purely educational content.  CEF has 
shared our charts, tables, and advocacy materials. If your organization has additional 
resources to add to the toolkit today, please email Kami Spicklemire at 
kspicklemire@americanprogress.org. 

 Press event on effect of tight NDD spending on Thursday – House Budget 
Committee ranking member John Yarmuth (D-KY) and House Appropriations 
Committee ranking member Nita Lowey (D-NY) are holding a press event on the 
effects of tight NDD spending caps, in particular on education and health care 
programs.  This is in advance of the release of the President’s full budget and before 

the budget and appropriations process begins in earnest, and part of their efforts to 
push to raise the NDD cap for the coming fiscal year.  They are inviting invited NDD 
United and anyone else to join them, and ask that you wear your “raise the caps” caps 

if you have them.  The event will be on Thursday, May 18, at 10am at the House 
Triangle on the Capitol grounds. 
 

 CEF Hill visits – The Hill Teams are continuing to meet with the offices of Members 
on the Appropriations and Budget Committees, and Democratic Senators up for re-
election in “red states” in 2018.  Upcoming meetings include:  

o Senator Kennedy (R-LA), on Budget Committee and Labor-HHS-Ed 
Subcommittee 

o Senator Reed (D-RI), on Labor-HHS-Ed Subcommittee – space still available 
for Hill Teams members to join this meeting on May 18 at 3:30pm 

o Rep. Steve Womack (R-AR), on Labor-HHS-Ed Subcommittee – space still 
available for Hill Teams members to join this meeting on May 19 at 12:30pm  

 
 FYI, Impact Aid sign-on letter – CEF member National Association of Federally 

Impacted Schools (NAFIS) is seeking national and state organizations to sign on to a 
letter (attached) urging Appropriations Committee leaders to reject the President’s 

proposed fiscal year 2018 cut to Impact Aid Federal Properties.  For questions or to 
sign on by June 2, please contact Jocelyn Bissonnette at Jocelyn@nafisdc.org. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUSk-kuDpyew95iDOxks7ciScTp3uSIsXCpKnfsPRHI/edit
mailto:kspicklemire@americanprogress.org
mailto:Jocelyn@nafisdc.org


III. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 Pell Grant Preservation and Expansion Act introduced yesterday – Democrats in 
the House and Senate introduced this bill on Tuesday.  You can get all the details 
from Bryce McKibbon, Education Policy Advisor on the Senate HELP Committee 
Democratic staff, who is speaking at Friday’s CEF meeting. 
 

 Department of Education FY 2017 budget tables – The Department of Education 
has updated its budget table to reflect the final fiscal year 2017 funding levels for all 
programs.  This very helpful table shows last year’s level, President Obama’s 2017 

request, various intermediate levels, and the final 2017 funding level.  The state tables 
do not yet reflect the final 2017 levels, just estimates. 

 
IV. Events  

 
 Please RSVP for Friday’s CEF meeting – AFSCME is kindly hosting CEF’s Friday 

morning meeting this week, and has asked for a list of attendees to speed admission 
under their building’s new policy.  If you are planning to attend – and we hope you 
will! – please RSVP by providing your name and organization to Janet Nice at 
Nice@cef.org. (You can still attend at the last minute, but will have to check in at the 
front desk.) 
 

 May 24 AAUW panel on “Deeper in Debt: Women and Student Loans – The 
American Association of University Women is holding a panel discussion entitled on 
the disproportionate effects of student loan debt on women, who take out more debt 
and pay it back more slowly due to the gender pay gap.  The event is on May 24 from 
2-3:30pm at New America (740 15th Street NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC).  For 
more information or to register to attend or watch the livestream, click here.   

 
 May 24 Department of Education webinar on changes to the Title IV-A ESSA 

grant – The Department of Education is holding a webinar on May 24, from 2-
3:30pm, to explain changes to ESSA’s Title IV-A Student Support and Academic 
Enrichment Grants made by the fiscal year 2017 appropriations bill. Key changes 
include providing state educational agencies with the option of making competitive 
sub grants, rather than distributing funding by formula.  You can register here. 

 
 CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

o Friday, May 19, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW). Guest 
speaker: Bryce McKibbon, Policy Advisor, Senate HELP Committee Democratic 
staff 

o Friday, May 26,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 
speaker: Bob Moran, Deputy Education Policy Director, Senate HELP Committee 
Republican staff 

o Friday, June 2 – No meeting 

https://www.hirono.senate.gov/press-releases/hirono-murray-davis-scott-introduce-major-legislation-to-secure-pell-grant-program-and-make-college-more-affordable-for-low-income-students
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget17/17action.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/index.html
mailto:Nice@cef.org
http://www.aauw.org/event/2017/05/deeper-in-debt-launch/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/node/9226/0/register


o Friday, June 9,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 
speaker: Mike Gentile, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee Republican staff 

o Friday, June 16, 9-11 am: Quarterly committee planning meeting (University of 
California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st Floor Auditorium)  

o Friday, June 23,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 
speaker: Mary Cassell, OMB Education Branch chief, with education staffers 

 
My best, 
 
Sheryl 

 
 
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
 

 
1800 M Street, NW 
Suite 500 South 
Washington, DC 20036 
T: 202-327-8125 
cohen@cef.org 
www.cef.org 
 
 

mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


May XX, 2017 
 
The Honorable Roy Blunt          
Chairman 
Appropriations Subcommittee on                           
Labor-HHS-Education and Related Agencies        
U.S. Senate                        
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
Ranking Member 
Appropriations Subcommittee on  
Labor-HHS-Education and Related Agencies 
U.S. Senate 
 

The Honorable Tom Cole    
Chairman                                    
Appropriations Subcommittee on                                 
Labor-HHS-Education and Related Agencies       
U.S. House of Representatives      
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member 
Appropriations Subcommittee on  
Labor-HHS-Education and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives           

Chairmen Blunt and Cole, Ranking Members Murray and DeLauro: 
 
The undersigned organizations urge you to reject the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2018 budget proposal 
to eliminate funding for Impact Aid Federal Properties.   
 
When Impact Aid was created in 1950, the federal government accepted the responsibility of a citizen, a 
business owner, or a landlord in helping to finance public education – in areas with a federal presence.  
Today, Impact Aid provides critical funding to over 1,200 public school districts nationwide that educate 
military children, children residing on Indian lands, children living in federal low-rent housing facilities, 
children of civilian employees of the federal government, and the children in school districts with 
significant tax-exempt federal property.   
 
The budget request recommends the elimination of funding for Impact Aid (Title VII), Section 7002 
(Federal Properties) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  Currently, this $68 million line 
item provides funding to over 200 school districts in 29 states as a replacement for the lost local revenue 
caused by the federal presence.  Each of these school districts is unique – eligible property includes 
national parks, grasslands and laboratories, Army Corps of Engineers projects, and both the Air Force and 
West Point Military Academies – however, they all face the same financial challenge:  a loss of taxable 
property and, as a result, a loss of local revenue, but just as many students to educate. In some 
communities, the federal government is the largest landowner; many federal property school districts are 
small and in rural areas.   
 
Funding must be maintained for the benefit of all students in these districts. Cuts would cause financial 
harm as Impact Aid supports personnel and professional development, academic materials, transportation, 
technology, and other general operating expenses. Elimination of this funding stream would be a reversal 
on a 68-year commitment to federally impacted communities. We urge you to continue funding Impact 
Aid Federal Properties.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
National Association of Federally Impacted Schools  
 
Cc:   
Senate Impact Aid Coalition  
House Impact Aid Coalition      


