
 
 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 
 
 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

I. Advocacy 
 

 Today – join the “Digital Day of Advocacy” on education funding – CEF is tweeting 

(follow us @edfunding) as part of the digital day of advocacy on education funding organized 

by the “Education Big Table”– an informal group of education and civil rights organizations 

that is focusing on various topics – to protect funding for public education.  This effort is 

being coordinated by the Center for American Progress and the National Education 

Association, which has created a toolkit with sample scripts for calls and emails as well as 

content.   

 

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
  

 Updated Views and Estimates from Senator Leahy – Yesterday, Senate Appropriations 

Committee Vice Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT) updated his “Views and Estimates” letter 

on the 2018 budget to reflect the cuts proposed by the President’s budget blueprint (aka, the 

skinny budget).  Pages 13-15 describe the effect of cuts to education-related programs, 

showing numbers of students and job trainees affected.  The letter does not reflect the 

additional cuts reported last night by the Washington Post that Sarah summarized. 

 

 Correction on size of cut to Perkins CTE – the Post reports that the President’s budget cuts 

career and technical education by $168 million for fiscal year 2018, which is a 15% cut.  

 
 New report on school vouchers - AASA, The School Superintendents Association, and the 

Institute for Taxation and Economic Policy have released a new report titled “Public Loss, 

Private Gain: How School Voucher Tax Shelters Undermine Public Education.” The report 

details how the "Educational Opportunities Act" (H.R. 895/S.148) would create two new tax 

shelters and abundant opportunities for corporations and successful investors to profit by 

transferring public funding to private schools. The report can be accessed at 

www.aasa.org/vouchertaxshelter/.  

 

III. Using the CEF website 

 
 Access to the Members section – CEF members in good standing can sign up for an 

access to the member area -- all you need to do is create your own password and 

submit your recognizable email address and you will be approved.  This area has a 

calendar of upcoming CEF events, recent CEF Updates sorted by date, lists of CEF 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUSk-kuDpyew95iDOxks7ciScTp3uSIsXCpKnfsPRHI/edit
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Views%20And%20Estimates.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Views%20And%20Estimates.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trumps-first-full-education-budget-deep-cuts-to-public-school-programs-in-pursuit-of-school-choice/2017/05/17/2a25a2cc-3a41-11e7-8854-21f359183e8c_story.html?hpid=hp_rhp-more-top-stories_no-name%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.aef5d8c9ee84
http://www.aasa.org/vouchertaxshelter/
https://cef.org/members/


members and committee assignments, and the CEF job board, where members can 

post education-related vacancies. Check it out! 

 

 CEF’s charts and tables – The website includes our fact sheets, charts, and tables. 

Some of our greatest hits include: 

 

o Table of current education funding for each program, going back to FY 2014 

o Table showing the President’s “skinny budget” request – will be updated next 

week when we see the full budget 

o Various education funding charts – scroll down to see each chart 

o Advocacy fact sheets 

o Budget Books from FY 2011 through FY 2017 

o Galas - past awardees and photos  

 

IV. Gala 
 

 2017 Gala sponsorship – the Gala Committee members and I are reaching out to all 

past Gala sponsors and table purchasers to invite them to once again sponsor the CEF 

Gala.  If your organization is interested in being a sponsor at any level – all come 

with 10 tickets, plus the additional benefits described in the attached brochure – 

please let me know.  Our Gala fundraiser, Lori LaFave, is also approaching a number 

of potential new sponsors for what we are sure will be a successful and fun event on 

October 3. 

 

 Nominate someone to honor at the CEF Gala – We are asking all CEF members 

for suggestions of champions of education to receive an award at CEF’s annual gala 

on October 3.  Past awardees are a bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in 

efforts to provide federal education funding, including Members of Congress from 

both parties, Administration officials, former staffers, as well as those working 

outside of government on initiatives that will help students and promote learning.  We 

want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ interests, and to help draw 

people to attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form – please send 

nominations to Gala Committee co-chair Kelly Vaillancourt at 

kvaillancourt@naspweb.org by June 2, 2017. 

 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
o Friday, May 19, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW). Guest 

speaker: Bryce McKibben, Policy Advisor, Senate HELP Committee Democratic 

staff 

o Friday, May 26,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Bob Moran, Deputy Education Policy Director, Senate HELP Committee 

Republican staff 

o Friday, June 2 – No meeting 

o Friday, June 9,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mike Gentile, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee Republican staff 

https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-education-funding-2014-17.pdf
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/Presidents-2018-budget-table.pdf
https://cef.org/charts-and-resources/charts/
https://cef.org/advocacy/how-you-can-help/
https://cef.org/cef-budget-book/
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org


o Friday, June 16, 9-11 am: Quarterly meeting (University of California, 1608 

Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st Floor Auditorium)  

o Friday, June 23,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mary Cassell, OMB Education Branch chief, with education staffers 
 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 
 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

 

 

mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


Committee for Education Funding 
Gala 2017 Award Nomination Form 

  
Deadline: Due by COB June 2, 2017, to Kelly Vaillancourt 

Email: kvaillancourt@naspweb.org 
 

Questions? Ask the Gala Committee co-chairs:  
Ally Bernstein (ally@jbernsteinstrategy.com),  

Noelle Ellerson Ng (nellerson@aasa.org), Kelly Vaillancourt (kvaillancourt@naspweb.org) 

   
CEF Member Name:    
 
Organization:  
 
Phone:      E-mail:   
 
Award Nominee (Name & Title): 
 
CEF Award Nomination (please mark one box): 
 

Lifetime And Career Awards 
 The Edward M. Kennedy Lifetime Advocacy Award: For demonstrating extraordinary 

advocacy on behalf of our nation’s children and students 

 The Terrell H. Bell Award: For outstanding advocacy of education as a congressional and 
national priority 

 The James O’Hara Award: For life-long commitment in support of education and for 
outstanding leadership in advocating education as a congressional and national priority 

 Richard W. Riley Award: For a career of exemplary support of better education for all 

 
115th Congress Awards 

 The William H. Natcher Award: For distinguished services during this session of Congress in 
elevating the priority for education funding to ensure better opportunities for our nation’s citizens 

 
 

Outstanding New Member Award: For demonstrating commitment to our nation’s students by 
advocating education as an investment in the future 

 Special Recognition Award: For outstanding dedication to the success of America’s students 
and for making education a national priority 

 
Citizen and Staff Awards 

 Charles Wilson Lee Citizen Service Award 

 Staff Recognition Award 

 
Summary Statement: 
Please describe why you believe your nominee should receive an award.  The Board of 
Directors will consider this statement in recommending a slate of awardees for approval by 
CEF’s membership.  Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org
mailto:ally@jbernsteinstrategy.com
mailto:nellerson@aasa.org
mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org


CEF’s education gala is DC’s premier education event. It is the one 
night when the education community – advocates, policy-makers, 
and administrators – come together in support of education funding
to honor those who have demonstrated their strong commitment to 
increasing the federal investment in education for the success of 
our nation’s students.

CEF is the nCEF is the nation’s oldest and largest education coalition, a 
non-partisan, non-profit group of more than 100 organizations 
that represent early childhood education, elementary and secondary 
education, higher education, and adult and career education 
including students, teachers and faculty, parents, administrators, 
counselors and other school employees, librarians, and school 
board members.  

October 3, 2017  |  Union Station  |  6 - 9 pm

1800 M ST NW, Suite 500 S, Washington DC 20036  |  www.cef.org | @edfunding

Gala 2017
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Committee 
for Education 
Funding 
Gala 2017

Sponsors’ Reach:

Possible Awards:
Lifetime And Career Awards
•  The Edward M. Kennedy Lifetime Advocacy Award
•  The Terrell H. Bell Award
•  The James O’Hara Award
•  Richard W. Riley Award

115th Congress Awards
•  The William H. Natcher Award•  The William H. Natcher Award
•  Outstanding New Member Award:
•  Special Recognition Award

Citizen and Staff Awards
•  Charles Wilson Lee Citizen Service Award
•  Staff Recognition Award

For more information on sponsorship and ad specs, please contact
Lori LaFave – lori@lafaveandassociates.com - 703-304-8407

Sponsors confirmed by September 1, 2017, 
will be listed in the gala program.

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF) is a 501(c)(4) 
organization that engages in legislative advocacy.

Contributions to CEF are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.Contributions to CEF are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

• Limited to 4 sponsors
• Two months of CEF update emails
• Opportunity to announce awardees at VIP event
• Top placement on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Full page ad prominently in gala program
• Recognition on social media and website
• Preferred seating at awards ceremony• Preferred seating at awards ceremony
• 15 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 6 tickets for VIP event
   

• Inclusion on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Half page ad in gala program
• 10 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 2 tickets to VIP event

• Quarter page ad in gala program
• 10 tickets to gala (includes reception, 
conference)

• One month of CEF update emails
• Prominent placement on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Recognition on social media and website
• Preferred seating at awards ceremony
• Full page ad in gala program
• 12 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 4 tickets to VIP event • 4 tickets to VIP event 

$20,000
BEST IN CLASS $10,000

STRAIGHT “A”s

$2,500
HONOR ROLL

$5,000
STAR STUDENT

$325
     Individual tickets for CEF Non-Members
$275
     Individual gala tickets for CEF Members

Buy tickets for the Gala at: https://cef.org/events

•  CEF’s more than 100 organizations
that reflect the broad spectrum of the education community  
•  CEF’s 7,000 Twitter followers
•  Congressional and administration education staffers


