
 
  

Wednesday, May 23, 2018  

Dear CEF Members: 
 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

        House appropriations suballocations to be public today – At this afternoon’s House Appropriations 
Committee mark up of the Transportation-HUD appropriations it will also vote on its suballocations 
for the 12 bills, known as the 302(b) allocations.  The press is reporting that the Labor-HHS-
Education appropriations bill will be flat-funded at last year’s level.  Subcommittee Ranking Member 
Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) has strong objections, noting that the largest bill is getting not a penny of the 
$18 billion increase that Congress provided for non-defense discretionary (NDD) for FY 2019.  Flat 
funding jeopardizes funding for education, as any increase for Congressional top priorities such 
as the National Institutes of Health and for opioid abuse prevention and treatment would need to 
be offset by cuts to other programs in the bill.  We’re told the bill is likely to be marked up in in mid-
to-late June.  Looking at the House calendar, we’d expect Subcommittee markup the week of June 
11, full Committee the following week, and floor consideration the week of June 25.  

        Secretary DeVos testified yesterday – The House Education and the Workforce Committee held a 
long hearing with Education Secretary DeVos yesterday, with Democrats asking many pointed 
question.  On funding issues, she said that the Administration does not support a proposal to use 
Impact Aid funds to pay for school choice for children whose parents are in the military.  The 
proposal was embodied in an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act that Rep. 
Banks (R-IN) had sought to offer on the House floor, but that the Rules Committee did not make in 
order to be considered. 

II.  Advocacy 

        Reminder: #HearOurEdStories advocacy campaign – We encourage all CEF members to share the 
social media toolkit for CEF’s new #HearOurEdStories advocacy campaign with your networks and 
encourage people to participate by tweeting a video or letter telling their Members of Congress why 
federal education funding matters to them.  There are step-by-step directions in the social media 
toolkit on our website here.   

        Hill Teams meetings this week – Today CEF Hill teams are meeting with new education staffers for 
Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY) who is on the House Education and the Workforce Committee, and for 
Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS), who is on the HELP Committee.  If you want to participate in future 
meetings and are not already on CEF’s Hill Teams, please email Sarah Abernathy 
(Abernathy@cef.org) and we’ll add you to the list.   

https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/BANKS_029_xml516181226282628.pdf
https://cef.org/advocacy/5%C2%A2-makes-sense/#5-cents
mailto:Abernathy@cef.org


III.  Events 

        Reminder: CEF’s Education Funding Fair on June 5 – Come network with the education community 
at CEF’s first Education Funding Fair on Capitol Hill on Tuesday, June 5, 5-7pm, in 902 Hart Senate 
Office Building (see the attached flyer).  We have also invited all Hill education staffers to this 
reception, which provides a chance to network and display what CEF and its members do. We’ll 
showcase CEF materials – posters, Budget book, fact sheets, and charts – and will have tables for 
CEF member materials that will represent the full education continuum if you’d like to display 
handouts/materials that describe your organization or institution and its work.  If you’d like to 
provide materials for the Fair, please contact CEF Advocacy and Research Committee co-chair Corey 
Williams at NEA atCWilliams@nea.org so we can plan accordingly.  It you are planning to attend it is 
helpful if you can RSVP here to give us a head count for catering and set-up! 

        Reminder: nominate someone to honor at this year’s CEF Gala – Here’s your chance to suggest  a 
champion of education to receive an award at CEF’s annual gala on September 26.  
Past awardees comprise a bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in efforts to provide 
federal education funding, including Members of Congress from both parties, Administration 
officials, former staffers, as well as those working outside of government on initiatives that will help 
students and promote learning.  We want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ 
interests, and to help draw people to attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form –
 please send nominations to Gala Committee co-chair Flannery Geoghegan at fgeogheg@usc.edu by 
June 15. 

        CEF’s research briefing on June 15 on “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment means for 
Students and Universities”– Save the date for CEF’s first summer research briefing on “Paying for 
College: What the Federal Investment means for Students and Universities” on Friday, June 15, from 
 9-11am at the NEA (1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium).  This is in the time we hold Friday 
meetings so we hope you will be able to attend – we’ll have our customary half hour for breakfast 
and networking with the briefing beginning at 9:30.  Speakers include Justin Humphrey from the 
Congressional Budget Office’s Budget Analysis Division; other speakers are still to be confirmed.  

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, May 25: No CEF meeting (this is a change from the original schedule). 

        Friday, June 1: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

        Tuesday, June 5, 5-7pm: CEF Education Funding Fair, 902 Hart Senate Office Building.  See 
above and attached flyer. 

        Friday, June 8, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Brad Middleton, Education 
LA, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL). 

        Friday, June 15, 9-11am: CEF Research briefing on “Paying for College: What the Federal 
Investment means for Students and Universities,” at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium 
(B3). See above for details. 

mailto:CWilliams@nea.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/108d69zMiXdSgaBCrDyHfZr6x81yD86TKpgJk8BIRRU4/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:fgeogheg@usc.edu


        Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW. 

        Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 

 
My best, 

 
 Sheryl 
 
 Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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