
 
 

Wednesday, May 31, 2017 
 
 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

I. What we’re hearing 

 
 Staff changes at Senate Budget Committee – Both the Republican and Democratic 

education analysts for the Senate Budget Committee are moving on.  Peter Warren 

has left Chairman Enzi’s staff to become Senior Advisor with the Office of 

Management and Budget.  Michael DiNapoli is leaving Ranking Member Sanders’ 

staff to pursue new horizons in New York City.  We’ll let you know when successors 

are announced. 

 

II. Advocacy 

 
 CEF meeting with Department of Education - This morning a few of the CEF 

officers, Sarah, and I met with three of the new policy staff at the Department of 

Education: Ebony Lee, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy; Stanley Buchesky, Senior 

Advisor, Budget and Finance, Office of the Secretary; and Kathleen Smith, Senior 

Advisor for postsecondary issues.  We introduced CEF and our advocacy efforts to 

increase the federal investment in education, and offered CEF’s resources as the 

Administration considers options for policy and budgeting.  They were interested in 

how we track early childhood education, options for Perkins career and technical 

education, and data on what works.  We will be working with you to pull together 

helpful data on programs along the education spectrum.    

 

 CEF letter to Congress on the President’s budget – Last Thursday, CEF sent the 

attached letter to Congress expressing opposition to the President’s fiscal year 2018 

budget.  It urges Congress to raise the sequester level spending cap on nondefense 

discretionary (NDD) funding and increase the federal investment in education.   

 

III. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 Debt ceiling vote may come this summer – The Administration wants Congress to 

vote to raise the debt ceiling by the end of July, far sooner than the prevailing idea 

that the vote would be needed by early fall.  This is always a contentious vote, and in 

the past has presented the opportunity for negotiations on both sides to attach other 

policies to this must-pass legislation.  For instance, the Budget Control Act was part 

of a package to raise the debt ceiling while lowering the deficit.  This year some may 

https://cef.org/advocacy/letters-to-congress/


try to link the debt ceiling vote with legislation that raises the sequester-level 

discretionary spending caps; as you know, CEF continues to advocate for raising the 

NDD cap, which would increase the source of funding that supports education 

appropriations. 

 

 12-bill Republican omnibus appropriations package this summer? – Roll Call 

reports that some House Republicans are considering passing a partisan package of 12 

fiscal year 2018 appropriations bills before the August recess, even though Congress 

has yet to proceed with passing a budget resolution or settling on top line spending 

levels for defense and NDD funding.  Republicans acknowledge that the bill would 

not be able to pass the Senate, where it would take 60 votes to pass, but that it could 

be a messaging document for Republican priorities. 
 

 CEF Member job listing: University of California – (Don’t forget that CEF 

members who have registered for member access to the CEF website can find all the 

job openings we’ve listed on the CEF Job Board.)  The University of California’s 

Office of Federal Governmental Relations is seeking a director of education in 

D.C.  The full job description and qualifications are listed here. 

 

IV. Events 
 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
o Friday, June 2 – No meeting 

o Friday, June 9,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mike Gentile, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee Republican staff 

o Friday, June 16, 9-11 am: Quarterly meeting (University of California, 1608 

Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st Floor Auditorium)  

o Friday, June 23,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mary Cassell, OMB Education Branch chief, with education staffers 

o Friday, June 30,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: TBD.   
 

 National Center for Learning Disabilities briefing on June 6 – NCLS is holding a 

lunch briefing on “Breaking Down Barriers to Success: Policy, Progress, and the 

State of Learning Disabilities” at 11:45 on June 6, Capitol Visitors Center, room 

SVC-202.  Please RSVP here by June 1. 
 

 NDD United webinar on effective strategies to influence Congress on June 22 

and June 23 – The Congressional Management Foundation is hosting two free 

webinars for policy, advocacy, and communications professionals involved with 

NDD United.  “Citizen-Centric Advocacy: The Untapped Power of Constituent 

Engagement” will focus on the Foundation’s research on what works to influence 

Congress.  Register at the following links: for the webinar on June 22 from 3-4pm, or 

the webinar on June 23 from 11am-noon. 
 

http://www.rollcall.com/news/policy/omnibus-recess-appropriators
http://www.rollcall.com/news/policy/omnibus-recess-appropriators
https://cef.org/
https://jobs.ucop.edu/applicants/Central?delegateParameter=reloadFrameDelegate&actionParameter=&windowTimestamp=null
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUHwKv21KE0Qua6kBMO_LhTYAnoaSreL0u6L_kQiV1LHOIkg/viewform
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8903096777155948801
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3725620766772728833


My best, 

 

Sheryl 
 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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May 25, 2017 

 

  

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

On behalf of the Committee for Education Funding (CEF), the nation’s 
oldest and largest education coalition of more than 110 education 
institutions and organizations reflecting the broad range of the education 
community, we write to strongly oppose President Trump’s fiscal year 
(FY) 2018 budget. The budget disinvests in education along the entire 
continuum, cutting $9.2 billion compared with the new funding Congress 
provided in 2017. It cuts federal support for preschoolers, students in 
elementary school, children who use afterschool programs, high schoolers 
seeking preparation for the workforce, adult learners, teachers and school 
leaders, schools and institutions, and low-income Americans who rely on 

federal aid to go to college. The President’s budget also eliminates funding 
for education-related services including libraries and museums, and cuts 
student loans by $143 billion over ten years.   
 
The size and scope of the President’s education cuts are devastating.  
Investments in education currently account for only about 2 percent of the 
federal budget, but the President’s FY 2018 budget reduces the share for 
education to 1.8 percent as part of its deep, multi-year cut in nondefense 
discretionary funding. The budget’s drastic cuts to the federal investment 
in education will weaken student achievement, worsen the opportunity 
gap, withdraw needed support that helps students graduate from high 
school ready for a career or for college, and make college less affordable 
and attainable. 
 
Instead of using the President’s budget as a starting point for funding 
negotiations, we urge you instead to first address the need to raise the 
austerity level sequester caps on nondefense discretionary funding, which 
for FY 2018 is below the level Congress provided for FY 2017. Eliminating 
the sequester caps and maintaining the long-standing principle of parity –  
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by matching increases in defense and nondefense discretionary caps that has been in place 
since the sequester went into effect – will allow Congress to increase the federal education 
investment to maximize opportunities for students and their families, schools, and our 
nation. 
 
Investing in education pays dividends immediately and in the long term. We urge you to 

reject the President’s harmful education cuts and start with a level of nondefense funding that 

allows needed investments in education that will benefit us all. 

 

Sincerely, 

    

 

 

 

Jocelyn Bissonnette     Sheryl Cohen  

President      Executive Director 

 


