
 
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 
 

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala!  

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers    

Honor Roll sponsors: ACT; American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees; Discovery 

Education; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; and National Council for 

Community and Education Partnerships 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

I. Advocacy 

 
 Education Secretary DeVos testifies Tuesday on FY 2018 budget – Secretary 

DeVos will testify tomorrow morning before the Senate Labor-HHS-Education 

Appropriations Subcommittee.  Some education and civil rights groups will be 

tweeting their suggested questions before and during the hearing, using the hashtag 

“#Questions4Betsy.” The hearing will be in 124 Dirksen Senate Office Building at 

10am, and will be webcast live. 

 

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 FY 2018 mandatory sequester set – The Office of Management and Budget has 

published its annual report announcing the mandatory sequester for the upcoming 

year, which will raise student loan fees by $70 million in FY 2018.  (As a reminder, 

the Budget Control Act set caps for discretionary spending through 2021 and required 

Congress to enact $1.2 trillion of additional deficit reduction, or else mandatory and 

discretionary spending would be cut via sequestration.  The sequester was imposed 

starting in FY 2013, and the mandatory sequester has since been further 

extended.  The sequester cuts equal amounts from defense and nondefense spending - 

a cut of $54.7 billion for FY 2018 – via a formula that lowers the discretionary caps 

and cuts non-exempt mandatory spending by a calculated amount. The majority of 

mandatory spending is exempt from sequestration.)  For FY 2018, the mandatory 

sequester cuts non-exempt mandatory spending by the following amounts: 2.0% for 

Medicare, 6.6% for other non-defense mandatory spending, and 8.9% for defense 

mandatory spending.  For student loans, the sequester means a 6.6% increase in 

student loan fees, not a reduction in the amount of the student loans.  That fee 

increase will total $70 million in FY 2018.   

 

 More Department of Education (ED) staff appointments – Secretary DeVos 

announced the following four additional senior staff appointments (some of whom 

have been in place for while): 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/sequestration_reports/2018_jc_sequestration_report_may2017_potus.pdf


o Kathleen Smith, Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for the Office of 

Postsecondary Education, Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of 

Postsecondary Education (CEF officers met with her last week) 

o Steven Menashi, Deputy General Counsel, Postsecondary Service, Acting 

General Counsel 

o Nathan Bailey, Communications Director, delegated the authority to perform 

the duties of the Assistant Secretary for Communications and Outreach 

o José Viana, Assistant Deputy Secretary and Director, Office of English 

Language Acquisition 

 

 But no Deputy Secretary or Assistant Secretaries at ED yet – Apparently it’s back 

to the drawing board in the search for a Deputy Secretary for ED; PoliticoPRO 

reports that Allan Hubbard has withdrawn his name for consideration.  Nobody has 

yet been nominated for this position or any of the Assistant Secretary positions at ED. 

 

 IRS-ED link restored for Income-Driven Repayment Plan applications – On 

Friday, ED announced it has restored access to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool for 

student loan borrowers applying for one of the income-driven repayment plans 

on StudentLoans.gov, and will restore it for all borrowers starting on October 1.  The 

IRS suspended the use of this tool, which allows borrowers to electronically transfer 

their income information to their application, in March due to concerns that it was 

vulnerable to hacking.  The personal information will now be encrypted. 

 

III. CEF News and Calendar 

 
 New CEF Board Member – Makese Motley has left AASCU to pursue other 

opportunities while attending graduate school.  We will miss him at CEF, but he 

promises to continue coming to happy hours!  Noelle Ellerson Ng will step into the 

position of CEF Past President, leaving her regular seat on the Board.  Per the bylaws, 

CEF President Jocelyn Bissonnette has appointed Tom Harnisch from AASCU to fill 

the remainder of Noelle’s one-year term on the Board, maintaining the balance of 

Board members across the education spectrum. 

 

 CEF Gala 2017! – Big thanks to the early sponsors (listed above) of CEF’s annual 

gala!  Our fundraising and planning is well underway for what we think will be a 

great gala.  We hope people will sign up early to be a sponsor.  The attached brochure 

lists the details for this year’s gala and the sponsorship opportunities.   

 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
o Friday, June 9, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mike Gentile, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee Republican staff 

o Friday, June 16, 9-11 am: Quarterly meeting (University of California, 1608 

Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st Floor Auditorium)  

o Friday, June 23, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mary Cassell, OMB Education Branch chief, with education staffers 

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/data-retrieval-tool-available-income-driven-repayment-plan-application
http://www.studentloans.gov/


o Friday, June 30 – no CEF meeting (this is a change from the original calendar) 

 

IV. Events 
 

 NDD United Town Hall on June 30 – NDD United will hold a Town Hall meeting 

featuring Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID), who serves on the House Labor-HHS-

Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  The Town Hall will also include a review 

of the current budget environment from the Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities.  RSVP at this link  to attend the meeting on June 30, 9-10:30 am, at the 

Association of American Medical Colleges Conference Center (2
nd

 floor), 655 K ST 

NW, Washington, DC 20001. 

 Briefing on research and policies to reduce teacher stress on June 14 – CASEL 

and the Committee for Children, along with Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH), are hosting a 

briefing on Wednesday, June 14, at 11am-12:30pm in CVC Room 217, titled 

“Teacher Health and Wellness: Fostering Student Achievement by Supporting 

Teachers’ Mental and Physical Well-being.” The briefing will provide an overview of 

HR 2544, the Teacher Health and Wellness Act, and discuss the results of recent 

research on teacher wellness and the impact on student achievement. Register at the 

following link: RSVP 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 
 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQgXWy-wR4k9nwN_tmP7ziow_XAT7SlSsMRyxk73cp44lK6Q/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2544/text/ih?overview=closed&format=xml
https://goo.gl/forms/T7DOvOhbjQEjyFNT2
mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


CEF’s education gala is DC’s premier education event. It is the one 
night when the education community – advocates, policy-makers, 
and administrators – come together in support of education funding
to honor those who have demonstrated their strong commitment to 
increasing the federal investment in education for the success of 
our nation’s students.

CEF is the nCEF is the nation’s oldest and largest education coalition, a 
non-partisan, non-profit group of more than 100 organizations 
that represent early childhood education, elementary and secondary 
education, higher education, and adult and career education 
including students, teachers and faculty, parents, administrators, 
counselors and other school employees, librarians, and school 
board members.  
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Sponsors’ Reach:

Possible Awards:
Lifetime And Career Awards
•  The Edward M. Kennedy Lifetime Advocacy Award
•  The Terrell H. Bell Award
•  The James O’Hara Award
•  Richard W. Riley Award

115th Congress Awards
•  The William H. Natcher Award•  The William H. Natcher Award
•  Outstanding New Member Award:
•  Special Recognition Award

Citizen and Staff Awards
•  Charles Wilson Lee Citizen Service Award
•  Staff Recognition Award

For more information on sponsorship and ad specs, please contact
Lori LaFave – lori@lafaveandassociates.com - 703-304-8407

Sponsors confirmed by September 1, 2017, 
will be listed in the gala program.

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF) is a 501(c)(4) 
organization that engages in legislative advocacy.

Contributions to CEF are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.Contributions to CEF are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

• Limited to 4 sponsors
• Two months of CEF update emails
• Opportunity to announce awardees at VIP event
• Top placement on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Full page ad prominently in gala program
• Recognition on social media and website
• Preferred seating at awards ceremony• Preferred seating at awards ceremony
• 15 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 6 tickets for VIP event
   

• Inclusion on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Half page ad in gala program
• 10 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 2 tickets to VIP event

• Quarter page ad in gala program
• 10 tickets to gala (includes reception, 
conference)

• One month of CEF update emails
• Prominent placement on “step & repeat” and event signs
• Recognition on social media and website
• Preferred seating at awards ceremony
• Full page ad in gala program
• 12 tickets to gala (includes reception, conference)
• 4 tickets to VIP event • 4 tickets to VIP event 

$20,000
BEST IN CLASS $10,000

STRAIGHT “A”s

$2,500
HONOR ROLL

$5,000
STAR STUDENT

$325
     Individual tickets for CEF Non-Members
$275
     Individual gala tickets for CEF Members

Buy tickets for the Gala at: https://cef.org/events

•  CEF’s more than 100 organizations
that reflect the broad spectrum of the education community  
•  CEF’s 7,000 Twitter followers
•  Congressional and administration education staffers


