
 
  

Wednesday, June 6, 2018  

Dear CEF Members: 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

         FY 2019 appropriations – Lots of logistical news to report.  

o   Yesterday Education Secretary DeVos testified on the Department’s fiscal year (FY) 2019 
budgetrequest before the Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  I’ve 
attached a summary of the hearing by one of the ACG staff that includes the discussion 
about budgetary matters (there was additional debate about gun safety, whether schools 
could report on students’ immigration status, and other non-budgetary items).  The 
Secretary’s support for the Administration’s budget did not break any new ground, and in 
general, Senators highlighted programs that they support but that the President’s budget 
cuts.  

o   Yesterday Senate Majority Leader McConnell canceled three of the Senate’s four weeks of 
August recess to provide more time for considering nominations and appropriations bills.  
The Senate is now slated to be on recess only the week of August 6.  Even with the extra 
days of session it is unlikely that Congress will complete action on all 12 appropriations bills 
before the start of the new fiscal year on October 1, so Congress will likely still need to enact 
a short-term continuing resolution for some or all of the funding bills this fall. 

o   The House plans to start debate on a package of three FY 2019 appropriations bills tomorrow, 
with 39 amendments already approved to be offered. Today the House Appropriations 
Committee will vote on the Interior funding bill, and tomorrow the Defense Subcommittee 
will mark up the defense bill, leaving only three of the 12 government funding bills not yet 
started in the House – the Labor-HHS-Education, Homeland Security, and State-Foreign 
Operations bills.  

o   Senate Appropriations subcommittees marked up their third and fourth bills yesterday, and 
the Defense Subcommittee will mark up its bill tomorrow. 

         Administration’s rescission package – Yesterday the Administration slightly revised its proposed 
rescissions package, reducing the total requested size of the request by about $500 million, to a 
total of $14.8 billion (note that this total reflects the amount of budget authority to be rescinded, 
but the actual spending or outlays that would be rescinded would be much, much less because most 
of the authorized spending will not occur so canceling it does not result in budgetary savings).  The 
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Administration withdrew its request to rescind funding for four accounts: two that funded 
emergency response to the Ebola virus, some highway funding, and some environmental protection 
funding.  It leaves in place the large rescission of unspent Children’s Health Insurance Program 
funding.  The House may vote on the rescission package later this week. 

         Senate HELP Committee to move on Perkins CTE reauthorization – BGOV reports that the Senate 
HELP Committee will mark up the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act Committee on 
June 20.  Committee chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) stated his goal to have a bipartisan 
compromise, but he and Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) have not yet ironed out differences 
that have stalled progress for several years.  Last summer the House by voice vote passed legislation 
(HR 2353) to reauthorize the law, but Chairman Alexander has objected to specific aspects, including 
how much authority the Secretary of Education would have to oversee the program. 

II.  Events 

         Yesterday’s CEF Education Funding Fair – Thanks to the CEF members who helped plan and 
implement CEF’s first Education Funding Fair last night, and to all those who came and brought 
materials to share! The event was successful – lots of opportunity for making new connections with 
education Hill staffers and CEF members, conversation about education funding and CEF’s advocacy, 
all in a room with a great DC view.  We will share some photos on Twitter and on the CEF website. 

         CEF’s research briefing on June 15 on “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment means for 
Students and Universities”–  CEF’s first summer research briefing on “Paying for College: What the 
Federal Investment means for Students and Universities” will take the place of a regular Friday 
meeting on June 15, from  9-11am at the NEA (1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium).  We’ll have our 
customary half hour for breakfast and networking with the briefing beginning at 9:30.  Speakers are: 

o   Justin Humphrey, Education Analyst, Congressional Budget Office 

o   Caitlin Morris, Policy and Research Director, Young Invincibles 

o   Jon Fansmith, Government Relations Director, American Council on Education 

o   Moderator: Stephen Payne, Assistant Director of Federal Relations, National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) 

         Nominations for Gala honorees are due next Friday – This is your chance to suggest  a champion of 
education to receive an award at CEF’s annual gala on September 26.  Past awardees comprise a 
bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in efforts to provide federal education funding, 
including Members of Congress from both parties, Administration officials, former staffers, as well 
as those working outside of government on initiatives that will help students and promote learning.  
We want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ interests, and to help draw people to 
attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form – please send nominations to Gala 
Committee co-chair Flannery Geoghegan at fgeogheg@usc.edu by June 15. 

         CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
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         Friday, June 8, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Julia Sferlazzo, LA, 
Senator Bob Casey (D-PA). 

         Friday, June 15, 9-11am: CEF Research briefing on “Paying for College: What the Federal 
Investment means for Students and Universities,” at NEA, 1201 16th ST NW, Chanin Auditorium 
(B3). See above for details. 

         Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Brad Middleton, Education LA, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) – note 
that he will speak at 9:30am. 

         Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 

         Friday, July 6: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

         Friday, July 13, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Rebecca Howard, LA, 
Senator Doug Jones (D-AL). 

         Friday, July 20, 9-11am: location TBD.  Guest speaker: Lakeisha Steele, LA, Rep. Suzanne 
Bonamici (D-OR). 
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