
 
  

Monday, June 11, 2018 
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

        Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations mark-up likely this week in the House – We are hearing that 
the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee will mark up its fiscal year (FY) 2019 
funding bill this Friday morning, but the mark-up has not yet been officially announced.  If that plan 
holds, the bill will likely be released the day before and Ranking Member DeLauro is likely to have a 
meeting with advocates in advance of the mark-up.  We’ll let you know as soon as the schedule is 
set.  The Senate Appropriations Committee long ago announced its intention to mark up its Labor-
HHS-Education funding bill the week of June 25.  (Its schedule is postedhere.) 

        Overall appropriations update – On Friday the House passed its first three FY 2019 appropriations 
bills as a package that passed by a fairly party-line vote.  The package contained the Energy and 
Water, Legislative Branch, and the Military Construction-Veterans Affairs bills.  The House 
Appropriations Committee has already approved four other funding bills, and this week is scheduled 
to mark up the Defense and the Financial Services bill, with the State-Foreign Operations bill slated 
for subcommittee action.  The Senate has not yet considered any bills on the floor, but the Senate 
Appropriations Committee plans to advance three bills through the subcommittee and full 
committee this week: the Commerce-Justice-Science, Interior and Environment, and Legislative 
Branch bills.  That will bring its total to 7 of the 12 annual funding bills, with the last two bills – the 
Labor-HHS-Education and the Defense bills – slated for committee markup the week of June 25. 

II.  Advocacy 

        July 18 – CEF Hill Day – Thanks to those who have already signed up to participate in CEF’s Hill Day 
on Wednesday, July 18.  We are now firming up plans and encourage broad participating for all CEF 
members and their networks – please sign up here if you, others in your organization, or any of your 
grassroots membership would like to join a Hill lobbying team that afternoon.  

o   What’s involved: We’ll get everyone together at 1pm in 1334 Longworth House Office 
Building to provide an overview of what CEF is asking for, distribute CEF t-shirts to wear and 
CEF bags to carry with our advocacy materials, put people in their lobbying groups, and then 
head off to meetings that CEF is setting up for that afternoon.  

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/shelby-leahy-announce-markup-schedule-for-fy2019
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ociDh9DN9XhhtOiSlWo7gKPnYMFdpn7_ysppwe5tT9k/edit#gid=602174421


        Nominations for Gala honorees are due on Friday – This is your chance to suggest  a champion of 
education to receive an award at CEF’s annual gala on September 26.  Past awardees comprise a 
bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in efforts to provide federal education funding, 
including Members of Congress from both parties, Administration officials, former staffers, as well 
as those working outside of government on initiatives that will help students and promote learning.  
We want awardees to represent the gamut of our members’ interests, and to help draw people to 
attend the gala, as well.  I’ve attached a nomination form – please send nominations to Gala 
Committee co-chair Flannery Geoghegan at fgeogheg@usc.eduthis Friday, June 15. 

III.  Events 

        Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Full Funding Briefing on June 13 – This briefing is 
co-hosted by several CEF members – the National Association of State Directors of Special Education 
(NASDSE), the National Center for Learning Disabilities, the School Superintendents Association 
(AASA), the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) – along with the Consortium for Citizens with 
Disabilities (CCD), National Disability Rights Network (NDRN), The ARC, and Autism Society of 
America. The briefing is on June 13 from noon-1pm in 2325 Rayburn House Office Building.  There 
are opportunities to co-host the event, sign on to a forthcoming letter requesting full funding of 
IDEA in the FY 2019 appropriations, and support the purchase of an ad the day of the event.  If you 
are interested in cosponsoring, please send Kelly Fomalont (kfomalont@ncld.org) a digital version of 
your logo and plan to promote the event via social media and to your network. To donate for the ad, 
please reach out today to Kim Musheno (kmusheno@autism-society.org). 

        CEF’s research briefing on June 15 on “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment Means for 
Students and Universities”- CEF’s first summer research briefing on “Paying for College: What the 
Federal Investment Means for Students and Universities” will take the place of a regular Friday 
meeting on June 15, from  9-11am, at the AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW – please note that the 
location has changed since the original announcement).  We’ll have our customary half hour for 
breakfast and networking with the briefing beginning at 9:30.  Speakers are: 

o   Justin Humphrey, Education Analyst, Congressional Budget Office 

o   Caitlin Morris, Policy and Research Director, Young Invincibles 

o   Jon Fansmith, Government Relations Director, American Council on Education 

o   Moderator: Stephen Payne, Assistant Director of Federal Relations, National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, June 15, 9-11am: CEF Research briefing on “Paying for College: What the Federal 
Investment Means for Students and Universities,” at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW. See above 
for details. 

https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:fgeogheg@usc.edu
mailto:kfomalont@ncld.org
mailto:kmusheno@autism-society.org


        Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Brad Middleton, Education LA, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) – note 
that the speaker is coming at 9:30am. 

        Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 

        Friday, July 6: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

        Friday, July 13, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Rebecca Howard, LA, 
Senator Doug Jones (D-AL). 

        Wed., July 18, 1pm-5pm: CEF Hill Day.  See above for details. 

        Friday, July 20, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Lakeisha 
Steele, LA, Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR). 

        Friday, July 27, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Moira 
Lenehan-Razzuri, LA, Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI). 

  
  
      My best, 

  
      Sheryl 

 
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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