
 
 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

 
Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala!  

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers    

Star Student sponsor: National Education Association 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking; ACT; American Federation 

of State, County, and Municipal Employees; Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; 

Coalition on Adult Basic Education; 

Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; National Association 

of Independent Colleges and Universities; National Association of Secondary School Principals/ 

National Association of Elementary School Principals /American Federation of School 

Administrators; National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; and  

National PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 Congressional Budget Office (CBO) budget and economic projections on June 29 

– CBO will release its updated baseline of expected spending and revenues and its 

economic projections on June 29 at 2pm. These estimates are what should be used to 

score legislation for the remainder of the year.  Of particular interest to the higher 

education community, CBO will have new estimates of Pell grant program costs and 

funding surpluses carried over from prior years, as well as data on student loan 

volume, subsidy costs, and interest rates.  Of more general interest, it’s expected that 

CBO’s economic forecast will not be as rosy as the Administration’s, meaning that it 

would be harder for a congressional budget resolution using CBO’s estimate to 

balance in ten years, if that remains the goal.  CBO will release its re-estimate of the 

President’s budget in mid-July. 

 

 Year-round Pell grants available starting July 1 – Today the Department of 

Education announced that year-round Pell grants will be available starting on July 1 

for students who are Pell-eligible and enrolled at least half-time.  Congress approved 

funding for this additional third grant of the year in the fiscal year 2017 omnibus 

appropriations bill enacted in May (we’ll know more about how much the program 

will cost when we see CBO’s updated tables next week).  The Dear Colleague letter 

explains eligibility and institution options for which award year to use in making 

payments for the summer. 

 

https://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1706.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


II. Events 
 

 Senate HELP Committee conference call tomorrow on impact on higher 

education of healthcare repeal – Senate HELP Committee ranking member Patty 

Murray’s (D-WA) health and education staff invite CEF members to join a call for 

higher education organizations, associations, and institutions to learn more about the 

potential impact of a repeal of the Affordable Care Act on postsecondary education. 

Their description follows: 
The Republican bill, the American Health Care Act (AHCA), will jeopardize 

affordable coverage for students, staff, and faculty with pre-existing conditions 

and drastically increase out-of-pocket costs for care. The AHCA will also create 

significant increases in uncompensated care costs and bad debt for university 

hospitals and academic medical centers. This is in addition to devastating cuts to 

state budgets as over $800 billion in federal matching dollars are gutted from the 

Medicaid program—meaning that public universities will face even tougher 

funding challenges and potential tuition increases as states are forced to make 

hard choices between education and health care for children and individuals with 

disabilities to make up the deficit.  

You can join this call on Wednesday, June 21st at 3:00 PM Eastern Time by dialing 

(855) 428-0808, Conference ID 602562. Please RSVP for the call here. You can e-

mail Colin_Goldfinch@help.senate.gov with any questions in advance of the call. 
 

 NDD United Town Hall on Friday, June 30 – Just a reminder that NDD United is 

holding a town hall the morning of Friday, June 30 (CEF is not having a meeting that 

morning).  It will feature Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID), chair of the House Energy and 

Water Appropriations Subcommittee, who is also a member of the Labor-HHS-

Education Subcommittee.  The space will fill up, so RSVP here if you’d like to 

attend.  The town hall is from 9-10:30am at the Association of American Medical 

Colleges, 655 K Street, NW.     

 

III. CEF News and Calendar 
 

 CEF Gala 2017!  

o Awardee nomination deadline is Friday, June 23 –  Please think about 

people to nominate for an award who represent an aspect of our members’ 

interests, and who will help draw people to attend the gala.  Past awardees are 

a bipartisan roster of those who have taken a lead in efforts to provide federal 

education funding, including Members of Congress from both parties, 

Administration officials, former staffers, as well as those working outside of 

government on initiatives that will help students and promote 

learning. Nominations on the attached form are due to Gala Committee co-

chair Kelly Vaillancourt at kvaillancourt@naspweb.org by this Friday, June 

23, 2017. 

o Sponsorship – Thanks to all the early sponsors (listed above) of CEF’s annual 

gala!  Our fundraising and planning is underway for the CEF Gala on October 

3.  We encourage you to sign up early to be a sponsor.    

https://goo.gl/forms/Vn2fyMJ3RI5BJarD3
mailto:Colin_Goldfinch@help.senate.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQgXWy-wR4k9nwN_tmP7ziow_XAT7SlSsMRyxk73cp44lK6Q/viewform?usp=send_form
https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:kvaillancourt@naspweb.org


 

 RSVP for release of CEF budget book on July 13 – Mark your calendars for July 

13, 10am-noon, for the release of CEF’s annual budget response book.  We’re putting 

together a great panel of practitioners representing the education continuum from our 

target states who will describe what federal funding means to learning in classrooms 

and elsewhere.  The attached flyer has the specifics of the event – note that we’ll also 

distribute CEF’s 2017 directory then.  Please RSVP to Janet Nice at Nice@cef.org. 

 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule –  
o Friday, June 23,  9-11 am: CEF meeting (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest 

speaker: Mary Cassell, OMB Education Branch chief, with education staffers 

o Friday, June 30 – no CEF meeting (this is a change from the original calendar) 

o Friday, July 7 – no CEF meeting  
o Thursday, July 13, 10am-noon: Release of CEF’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget 

Analysis book, “Education Matters: Investing in America’s Future.”  Room G11 

Dirksen Senate Office Building (see attached flyer).  
o Friday, July 14 – no CEF meeting (this is a change from the original calendar) 

 
 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

 

 

mailto:Nice@cef.org
mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


 

  

 

 
 

 

 

You’re Invited! 

The Release of CEF’s 

“EDUCATION MATTERS: Investing in America’s Future” 

Featuring a Panel Discussion with Education Practitioners 
 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

10 am – noon 

Room G11 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Please RSVP to Janet Nice 

nice@cef.org 

 

 

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a 

coalition of more than 110 education associations 

and institutions from preschool to postgraduate 

education, invites you to the release of our annual 

analysis of the President’s budget and federal 

funding for education.  

Education Matters provides useful information 

on the need to invest in education, details on 

federal education programs, and how these vital 

programs improve the lives of millions of 

Americans and benefit the economy.  

Please join us to find out more about how the 

President’s fiscal year 2018 budget would affect 

education programs and the lives of the students 

and educators they benefit.  

Attendees will receive the Budget Response and 

CEF’s 2017 Membership Directory 

1800 M Street NW, Suite 500 South ● 202-327-8125 ● cef.org ● @edfunding 

mailto:nice@cef.org

