
 
 

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 

 
Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala!  

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers    

Star Student sponsor: National Education Association 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking/National School Boards 

Association; ACT;  

American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees; Association of Jesuit Colleges 

and Universities;  

Coalition on Adult Basic Education; Discovery Education; International Society for Technology 

in Education;  

MRM Associates; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National 

Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 

Principals/American Federation of School Administrators;  

National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; and National PTA/National 

Association for College Admission Counseling 

 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

            

 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 Budget and appropriations news – Today it became clear that the House Budget 

Committee will not mark up a fiscal year (FY) 2018 budget resolution this week, 

which had been the Committee leadership’s goal.  That said, House leadership is 

proceeding with a topline for nondefense discretionary (NDD) that is $5 billion below 

the FY 2018 sequester cap, which is about $8 billion below the FY 2017 enacted 

level.  It’s not clear the leadership has settled on how much it wants to raise the 

defense cap. 

 

 Labor-HHS-Education markup in House Subcommittee – It appears likely that 

the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee will mark up its FY 

2018 bill the week of July 10, but a date has not been set and there is no official 

announcement.  If the markup occurs at the same time as our budget book event – 

Thursday, July 13, from 10am-noon – we’ll be prepared to provide information on the 

markup at the same time. 
 

 We’re told that rumors that the bill’s allocation will be cut by $5 billion below last 

year’s level “sound about right,” but again, we won’t see an official allocation – the 



bill’s “302(b) allocation” – until the markup.  A $5 billion cut to this bill would mean 

that it is absorbing about 60% of the net $8 billion cut to the FY 2017 NDD level 

even though the bill comprises only about 30% of all NDD spending.  It is by far the 

largest NDD bill, and the second largest bill – Military Construction/VA – has 

already been marked up in Subcommittee with a $4 billion increase in NDD for 

FY2018, meaning that the remaining other NDD programs face a total cut of more 

than $8 billion.   

 

 Other Appropriations markups – There are now more House Appropriations 

Committee and subcommittee markups of FY 2018 bills scheduled for this week. 

Recall that the subcommittee markups tend to be quick and not involve the offering of 

many or even any amendments. 

 

Subcommittee markup: 

o Agriculture – Wednesday, June 28, 10am in 2362-A Rayburn HOB 

o Energy and Water - Wednesday, June 28, 11am in 2362-B Rayburn HOB 

o Commerce, Justice, Science - Thursday, June 29, 2pm in H-140 The Capitol 

o Financial Services and General Government – Thursday, June 29, 3pm in 

2358-A Rayburn HOB 

Full Committee markup: 

o Legislative Branch – Thursday, June 29, 10:30am in 2359 Rayburn HOB 

o Defense – Friday, June 30, 10am in 2359 Rayburn 

 

 Senate Democratic Leadership asks for new agreement on FY 2018 spending 

levels  - Yesterday Senators Schumer, Durbin, Murray, Stabenow, and Leahy wrote to 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell and Senate Appropriations Chair Cochran 

yesterday asking for bipartisan, bicameral negotiations to raise the NDD and defense 

spending caps for FY 2018.  In the attached letter they expressed continued support 

for the principle of parity in providing “equal relief for both defense and non-defense 

programs that power our local economies.” 

 

II. Events  
 

 Reminder - NDD United Town Hall this Friday, June 30 – NDD United is holding 

a town hall Friday morning from 9-10:30am (CEF is not holding a Friday morning 

meeting) at the Association of American Medical Colleges, 655 K ST, NW.  It will 

feature Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID), chair of the House Energy and Water 

Appropriations Subcommittee, who is also a member of the Labor-HHS-Education 

Subcommittee.  RSVP here if you’d like to attend.   

 

 RSVP for release of CEF budget book on July 13 – Mark your calendars for July 

13, 10am-noon, for the release of CEF’s annual budget response book.  We’re putting 

together a great panel of practitioners representing the education continuum from our 

target states who will describe what federal funding means to learning in classrooms 

and elsewhere.  The attached flyer has the specifics of the event – note that we’ll also 

distribute CEF’s 2017 directory then.  Please RSVP to Janet Nice at Nice@cef.org. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQgXWy-wR4k9nwN_tmP7ziow_XAT7SlSsMRyxk73cp44lK6Q/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:Nice@cef.org


 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule –  

 
o Friday, July 7 – No CEF meeting while Congress is in recess. 

o Thursday, July 13, 10am-noon: Release of CEF’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget 

Analysis book, “Education Matters: Investing in America’s Future.”  Room G11 

Dirksen Senate Office Building (see attached flyer for info and to RSVP).  
o Friday, July 21, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, 1

st
 floor 

auditorium). Guest speaker: TBD 

o Friday, July 28,  9-11 am: last CEF Friday meeting before the summer 

congressional recess (AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest speaker: TBD 

 

 
My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

 

 

mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


 

  

 

 
 

 

 

You’re Invited! 

The Release of CEF’s 

“EDUCATION MATTERS: Investing in America’s Future” 

Featuring a Panel Discussion with Education Practitioners 
 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

10 am – noon 

Room G11 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Please RSVP to Janet Nice 

nice@cef.org 

 

 

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a 

coalition of more than 110 education associations 

and institutions from preschool to postgraduate 

education, invites you to the release of our annual 

analysis of the President’s budget and federal 

funding for education.  

Education Matters provides useful information 

on the need to invest in education, details on 

federal education programs, and how these vital 

programs improve the lives of millions of 

Americans and benefit the economy.  

Please join us to find out more about how the 

President’s fiscal year 2018 budget would affect 

education programs and the lives of the students 

and educators they benefit.  

Attendees will receive the Budget Response and 

CEF’s 2017 Membership Directory 

1800 M Street NW, Suite 500 South ● 202-327-8125 ● cef.org ● @edfunding 

mailto:nice@cef.org





