
 

 
 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

 

I. Budget Book event on July 13 

 
 Great event!  The release of “Education Matters: Investing in America’s Future – 

Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Analysis,” is going to be a great advocacy event thanks to 

the hard work of many people - all the CEF members who wrote and edited articles, 

and the Advocacy Committee and CEF members who identified and are helping to 

bring in wonderful speakers.  As you know, this year we are releasing the book on 

Thursday, July 13, at an event from 10 a.m. to noon in G11 Dirksen Senate Office 

Building (see the attached flyer).   

 

 We’re inviting CEF members, Hill education staffers, the press, and others who are 

interested to hear from education practitioners representing the education continuum 

– from early education, to K-12, to workforce and adult education, to higher 

education, and educational enhancement.  Our speakers are from the states that have 

influential Republican Members of Congress on whom CEF is particularly focusing 

our advocacy efforts this year.  We have two main goals for this event: 1) to share the 

information about the President’s education budget and continue to offer the expertise 

of CEF’s members to Hill staff and others; and 2) influence Members of Congress to 

support investments in education. As part of that effort, we’re going to try to get press 

attention both nationally and in the states and congressional districts where our 

speakers work. 

 

 Our speakers – The panelists will talk about how federal education investments 

affect teaching and learning in their areas and the effect of the cuts in the President’s 

budget.  The following people have graciously agreed to participate: 

 

o Phyllis Wolfram, Executive Director of Special Programs for Springfield 

Public Schools, Springfield, MO, and President-Elect, Council of 

Administrators of Special Education 

o Deborah Akers, Superintendent, Mercer County Schools, Mercer County, WV 

o Heather Boutell, Director of Financial Aid, Bellarmine University, Louisville, 

KY 

o Jan McKeel, Executive Director, South Central TN Workforce Alliance, 

Spring Hill, TN 

o Rose Acerra, President, New Jersey PTA 

http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/education/2015/03/02/former-springfield-school-leader-oversee-special-programs/24279793/
http://www.bdtonline.com/news/local-school-administrator-named-superintendent-of-the-year/article_68b1f370-587c-11e7-80f7-c7eef0bb216a.html
http://www.bellarmine.edu/news/news-item/2009/04/21/bellarmine-financial-aid-director-receives-prestigious-industry-award/
http://www.columbiadailyherald.com/news/20161201/james-bennett-column-thank-you-jan-mckeel-for-your-dedication-to-jobs-success
http://wordontheshore.com/ocean-s-rose-acerra-honored-by-national-pta-for-advocating-for-children-and-education-cms-5570


 

Send us your questions – The event will include a moderated question and answer 

period, and if you have questions you’d like to suggest, please send them to Owen 

Reilly (Reilly@cef.org) in advance.  It’s possible that not every question will be 

asked as the Advocacy Committee will go through them all to ensure that we cover 

the broad range of our members’ interests.  We’ll also make it a priority to answer 

questions from Hill staff and the press. 

 

Hard copies of the budget book and the CEF directory – As in the past, we need 

your help in delivering the books to the Hill offices of Members on the Budget 

Committees, HELP and Education and the Workforce Committees, Labor-HHS-

Education Appropriations subcommittees, and Leadership staff.  Next week we’ll put 

out a signup list for those willing to distribute a handful of books along with CEF’s 

2017 directory after the briefing.  We’ll let you know when the books are available 

for pickup (likely July 11) at the CEF office.  CEF members can pick up their own 

copy of the book and the directory once we have them, and we’ll bring some to the 

July 21 and 28 CEF meetings for you, as well. 

 

 RSVP –If you haven’t already, please RSVP to Janet Nice at Nice@cef.org if you 

plan to attend. 
 

 

II. Events  
 

 POSTPONED – tomorrow’s NDD United Town Hall – Because of changes in the 

congressional calendar, NDD United is postponing its town hall originally planned 

for Friday morning.  We’ll let you know when it has been rescheduled. 

 

 
My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 
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You’re Invited! 

The Release of CEF’s 

“EDUCATION MATTERS: Investing in America’s Future” 

Featuring a Panel Discussion with Education Practitioners 
 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

10 am – noon 

Room G11 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Please RSVP to Janet Nice 

nice@cef.org 

 

 

The Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a 

coalition of more than 110 education associations 

and institutions from preschool to postgraduate 

education, invites you to the release of our annual 

analysis of the President’s budget and federal 

funding for education.  

Education Matters provides useful information 

on the need to invest in education, details on 

federal education programs, and how these vital 

programs improve the lives of millions of 

Americans and benefit the economy.  

Please join us to find out more about how the 

President’s fiscal year 2018 budget would affect 

education programs and the lives of the students 

and educators they benefit.  

Attendees will receive the Budget Response and 

CEF’s 2017 Membership Directory 

1800 M Street NW, Suite 500 South ● 202-327-8125 ● cef.org ● @edfunding 

mailto:nice@cef.org

