
 

 
 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

          

I. House Labor-HHS-Education allocation cut by $5 billion 

below last year’s level 
 

Sorry to bombard you with another email, but wanted to share that House 

Appropriations Committee Chair Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) has posted “interim” 

302(b) allocations setting the spending total for each of the House’s 12 fiscal year 

2018 funding bills.  According to the information that CQ posted (attached), the net 

total for the Labor-HHS-Education funding bill is $156.0 billion, which is $5.0 billion 

(3.1%) below last year’s comparable total of $161.0 billion. (Both bills include 

program integrity funding to improve certain program operations and decrease 

erroneous payments, which is not subject to the spending caps. The size of the cut 

from 2017 to 2018 rounds to $5.0 billion regardless of whether you do or do not 

count the program integrity funding each year.) 

 

The table below shows regular discretionary funding (excluding program integrity, 

disaster, and emergency funding) for each of the 12 bills.   
 

 



 

II. Changes in NDD funding for each bill  

 
In the absence of these levels until now, I’ve been keeping track of how much 

nondefense discretionary (NDD) funding is in the bills working their way through the 

House Appropriations Committee to get an idea of the size of the net cut likely in the 

Labor-HHS-Education bill, which is entirely NDD funding.  Keep in mind that many 

of the bills have a combination of defense and NDD funding.  The attached chart is 

based on the Congressional Budget Office score for NDD funding in each bill, except 

that I’m using the total just listed for Labor-HHS-Education.  The bills are listed from 

largest to smallest amount of NDD funding, and as you can see, Labor-HHS-

Education has the biggest cut to NDD funding.  Not all of that cut is likely to be to 

education funding, but we are assuming the bill will probably increase funding for the 

National Institutes of Health, meaning there is a gross cut of more than $5 billion. 
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