
 
  

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 
  

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2018 Gala!  
  

Star Student sponsor: American Council on Education   
Honor Roll sponsors: Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Bose Washington Partners; 

Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; MRM Associates; 
National Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 
Principals/American Federation of School Administrators; National Council for Community and 
Education Partnerships; National PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling 

Dear CEF Members: 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  
•        House Appropriations Committee marks up education funding bill today – The House 

Appropriations Committee is marking up its fiscal year (FY) 2019 funding bill for the Departments of 
Labor, HHS, and Education this morning (being webcast here).  We’re told Democrats plan to offer 
about 50 amendments, of which nine deal with Department of Education or workforce development 
issues; not all those amendments deal with funding.  They are: 

Sponsor - topic 
•        Rep. DeLauro – Reinstates FY18 Registered Apprenticeship Language 
•        Rep. DeLauro – Consumer Protections for Student Borrowers 
•        Rep. Roybal-Allard – Increases the Maximum Pell Grant Award 
•        Rep. Lee – Restores Job Training and Worker Protection Programs 
•        Rep. Lee – Prohibits Funds to Rescind School Discipline Guidance (offer/withdraw) 
•        Rep. Pocan – Extends the Perkins Loan Program 
•        Rep. McCollum – Prohibits Recognition of Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and 

Schools 
•        Rep. McCollum – Student Loan Deferment for Cancer Patients  
•        Rep. Aguilar – Maintains Access to Head Start 

  
We expect debate on many contentious amendments, including those that focus on abortion and 
immigrant children separated from their families at the border.   

The bill provides a very small increase for the Department of Education and rejects the bulk of the 
President’s large cuts to education.  House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
Chair Tom Cole (R-OK) has repeatedly said he hopes that when this bill is conferenced with the 
Senate it will end up with more funding.  However, while the Senate version has $2.2 billion more 
than the House bill, the Senate bill does not provide more funding for education once you account 
for its $600 million rescission of Pell grant funding. The CEF table we sent you showing 

https://appropriations.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=395358


programmatic funding for this bill, the Senate Appropriations Committee version, and the 
President’s request, is now posted on the CEF website here. 

•        Next steps in government funding – Senate leaders in both parties are proposing to bring a second 
appropriations package to the Senate floor the week of July 23, this one comprising the two largest 
bills: the Defense and the Labor-HHS-Education bills.  The House and Senate have passed different 
versions of the Energy and Water, Legislative Branch, and Military Construction-VA bills, and the 
House has already passed the Defense bill.  Even at this pace, it seems unlikely that Congress will be 
able to pass a final version of all 12 government funding bills before the start of the new fiscal year 
on October 1, leading to the need to pass a short-term continuation of funding to forestall a 
government shutdown. 

II.  Advocacy  

•        CEF Hill day on Wednesday, July 18 – We’ll have an afternoon of CEF-branded advocacy to increase 
federal education investments thanks to the many CEF members who are participating, your 
colleagues and interns, and the grassroots folks some of you are bringing. I know not everyone is 
taking part, but we thought you’d be interested in what CEF will be doing for the Hill day. If anyone 

else would like to participate, please email Sarah Abernathy at Abernathy@cef.org and we’ll add 
you.   

The afternoon starts with a meeting in the Longworth House Office Building at 1pm for an 
orientation.  We are still setting up a few of the meetings with education staffers in about 40 Capitol 
Hill offices, but by the end of this week, we’ll send participants the complete schedule showing your 
group and the offices you’ll visit.  As usual, we’re trying to create groups that have a mix of people 
representing the range of the education continuum.  Each group will be led by a seasoned veteran of 
Hill Teams who can start the conversation and guide the group around the Hill.  We’re also aiming to 
give each group a mix of Republican and Democratic offices to visit, and to have groups assigned 
either entirely to House visits or to entirely to Senate visits to minimize the hot-weather walking-
across-Capitol-Hill issues. 

  
Here’s the plan for the day and a description of the advocacy materials participants will get. 

•        1-1:45pm, orientation in 1334 Longworth House Office Building: We’ll provide an overview of what 
CEF is asking for, distribute CEF t-shirts to wear and CEF bags to carry with our advocacy materials, 
and introduce you to the people in your lobbying group.   

o   Social media initiatives: We’ll also talk about CEF’s ongoing social media campaign 
(#HearOurEdStories) and encourage those who are willing to use this opportunity to record 
and share their story.  It would be great to have some more posts from those who are 
participating from out of town and can talk about why education funding matters to them in 
their home state.  We’ll provide background, technical assistance, and our social media 
toolkit for the initiative.  We also encourage you to share photos of your group on Twitter 
using #5Cents4edfunding and tagging CEF (@edfunding). 

•        2-4:30pm, Hill meetings: each group will have several meetings with Hill offices during this period, 
but you’re likely to have some free time in that period.  The meetings are with offices of Members 
serving on the Appropriations Committee, HELP and Education and the Workforce Committees, 
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Budget Committees, and members of the Tuesday Group (an informal group of moderate House 
Republicans looking to work in a bipartisan way). 

•        CEF’s Advocacy materials: We’ll provide folders with CEF’s advocacy materials that include relevant 
charts, letters, and fact sheets.  Current CEF folders include the following: 

o   Charts – From the budget book, charts 1 (updated to include congressional FY 2019 
proposals), 4, 8 

o   CEF’s 4-page funding table showing the President’s 2019 request, House and Senate 
proposals,  and years back to 2016 

o   ED’s table showing formula funding for that particular state, and NAICU’s table showing 

higher education funding for that district/state 
  
CEF Fact Sheets –  

o   5 Cents Makes Sense 

o   Myth v Fact 
o   Federal Investment in Education   

  
CEF Letters/statements – 

o   May 14 letter opposing rescissions 

o   February 13 statement opposing the President’s budget 
  
List of CEF members 

III.  Events  

•        Senate CTE Caucus briefing on Agricultural Education and the National FFA organization on July 
24 – CEF member the Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) is cosponsoring the 
Senate CTE Caucus briefing on agricultural education featuring presentations from state and 
national FFA organizations.  The briefing is on Tuesday, July 24, from noon to 1pm in 188 Russell 
Senate Office Building. Details and  the RSVP form are here. 

•        CEF Gala 2018 sponsorship - Thanks to the early sponsors (listed above) of CEF's annual gala 
on Wednesday, September 26, at Union Station!  This is our annual gathering of the education 
community, when we come together to not only have fun but also honor the commitment of those 
working to support the nation’s students by increasing the federal investment in education.  A ticket 
to the Gala also includes attendance at the legislative conference in the morning.  The gala is also a 
fundraiser for CEF, and we encourage you to sign up early to be a sponsor, which you can do by 
contacting Sarah or me directly (we’ll have sponsorships and tickets available on the website 
shortly).  You can find information about the benefits of each sponsorship category on our 
website here.   

•        CEF’s schedule for the rest of the summer – 

•        Friday, July 13, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Rebecca Howard, LA, Sen. 
Doug Jones (D-AL). 

•        Wed., July 18, 1pm-5pm: CEF Hill Day (see details above).   

•        Friday, July 20, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Lakeisha 
Steele, LA, Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR). 

•        Friday, July 27, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Moira 
Lenehan-Razzuri, LA, Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI). 
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•        Friday, August 3, 9-11am: location TBD.  Guest speaker: Vincent Sarubbi, LA, Rep. Donald 
Norcross (D-NJ). 

•        Thursday, August 9, 10-11:30am: CEF research briefing, “Career Technical Education (CTE) 
Across the Education Continuum,“  at University of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW. 

•        Thursday, August 23, 10-11:30am: CEF research briefing, “ Paying for College: What the 
Federal Investment Means for Students and Universities,” at AACTE, 1307 New York Ave, NW, 
auditorium. 

   
    My best, 

  
    Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

  

1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 
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