
 

 
 

Monday, July 17, 2017 

 
Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala!  

 

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers    

Star Student sponsors: Lumina Foundation, National Education Association, National Student 

Clearinghouse 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking/National School Boards 

Association; ACT;  

American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees; Association of Jesuit Colleges 

and Universities;  

Coalition on Adult Basic Education; Discovery Education; International Society for Technology 

in Education;  

MRM Associates; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National 

Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 

Principals/American Federation of School Administrators;  

National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; National PTA/National 

Association for College Admission Counseling: and Service Employees International Union 

 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

          

I. Advocacy 
 

 Budget Book event last week – Thanks to all who were a part of Thursday’s event, 

which was a great success (next year, we will get a bigger room with more 

seats!).  There were 40+ Hill staff on hand to hear our panelists describe in detail how 

important federal education funding is and why Congress should increase this 

investment.  Our next step is to continue working to get press in our panelists’ 

congressional districts and states, and then follow up with those Senators and 

Representatives whom we are focusing on all year (they are Senators Alexander, 

Blunt, and Capito, and Representative Frelinghuysen and Stefanik, and for this event 

Senator McConnell).  As always, thanks also to those who are helping to deliver the 

books to Hill offices.   
 

 CEF letters on FY 2018 Labor-HHS-Education bill – CEF will be sending a letter 

today to the House Appropriations Committee leadership urging an increase in the 

discretionary spending caps and opposing education cuts in the fiscal year (FY) 

spending bill.  On Friday, CEF, the Coalition for Health Funding, and Campaign to 



Invest in America’s Workforce sent the attached letter expressing concern that the 

low allocation for the Labor-HHS-Education funding bill will have harmful effects on 

vital programs.   
 

 NDD United letter on the House’s nondefense discretionary levels – NDD United 

sent the attached letter to the Chair and Ranking Member of the House 

Appropriations Committee opposing the Committee’s 302(b) allocations for the 12 

government funding bills. It notes that the allocations violate the Budget Control 

Act’s annual limit on defense spending, while cutting nondefense discretionary 

spending by $5 billion below the already low cap set by law. 
 

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 House Appropriations Committee markup of FY 2018 Labor-HHS-Education 

bill – On Wednesday, July 19, at 10am the Committee is scheduled to first mark up 

the State and Foreign Operations funding bill, and then immediately turn to the 

Labor-HHS-Education bill.  We will keep you informed of any amendments, and 

provide more complete program level funding as it becomes available.  Markup will 

be in room 2359 Rayburn, and will be webcast.  

 

 House Budget Committee to consider FY 2018 budget resolution this week – The 

House Budget Committee mark up the Republican FY 2018 budget resolution for 

Wednesday at 10am.  The markup had been on hold as Republican leadership 

negotiated the topline spending levels – the amount of mandatory spending cuts of 10 

years and the levels of defense and nondefense discretionary (NDD) funding for FY 

2018 – that will garner a majority vote among Committee and House Republicans. 

We expect the resolution to cut NDD funding by $5 billion below the sequester-level 

cap in law for FY 2018, matching the total in the appropriations bills working their 

way through the process already, with the Labor-HHS-Education bill taking the brunt 

of the cuts.   
 

 Other Appropriations Committee markups this week – The House Appropriations 

Committee is close to completing all 12 bills, and the Senate Committee is working 

on its second and third bills.  

 

House Appropriations Committee markups: 

o Transportation-HUD – Monday, July 17, 7pm in 2359 Rayburn HOB 

o Homeland Security – Tuesday, July 18, 10:30am in 2359 Rayburn HOB 

o State-Foreign Operations, and Labor-HHS-Education – Wednesday, July 19, 

10am in 2359 Rayburn HOB 

 

Senate Appropriations Committee markups 

o Agriculture – Subcommittee markup on Tuesday, July 18, 10:30am in 124 

Dirksen SOB 

o Energy and Water – Subcommittee markup on Tuesday, July 18, 2:30pm in 

138 Dirksen SOB 



o Agriculture, and Energy and Water – Committee markup on Thursday, July 

20, 10:30am in 106 Dirksen SOB 
 

 

III.    Events  
 

 CEF’s July schedule –  

 
o Friday, July 21, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, 1

st
 floor 

auditorium). Guest speaker: Farouk Ophaso, Budget Analyst for education, House 

Budget Committee Democratic staff 

o Friday, July 28,  9-11 am: last CEF meeting before the congressional recess 

(AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest speaker: Chuck Kieffer, Staff Director, 

Senate Appropriations Committee Democratic staff. 

 
 CEF August research briefings – back by popular demand, CEF’s Advocacy and 

Research Committee is arranging three informative briefings for three Wednesdays in 

August (10am on August 9, 16, and 23). Stay tuned for details on topic, speakers, and 

venues in the near future. 
 

 TEACH In, Speak Out! - On Wednesday, July 19, join AFT, members of Congress, 

community members and allies in Washington, D.C., to stand up for students and 

families. The event will take place on the East Lawn in front of the Capitol building 

at 1:30 pm.  Speakers include AFT President Randi Weingarten, Rep. Mark Pocan 

(D-Wis.), Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.), and Sen. Bob 

Casey (D-Pa.). I’ve attached the flyer. To RSVP and more details. 

 

 
My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/teach-in-speak-out
mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/


 

  
 
July 14, 2017      
 
The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Tom Cole 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human  
     Services, Education and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human  
     Services, Education and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
We are writing on behalf of more than 800 health, research, education, child development, aging, social 
services, and workforce development organizations regarding the fiscal year (FY) 2018 302(b) allocation 
for the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations (Labor-HHS-
ED) bill. As is made apparent by deep cuts throughout the bill, an allocation of $158 billion, or $5 billion 
less than current funding, is insufficient to meet the needs of this nation.  
 
Since 2010, the 302(b) allocation for this spending bill has been cut by 16 percent, adjusted for inflation. 
The allocation approved yesterday by the House Appropriations Committee would cut funding by 
another 3 percent below current levels and further erode programs that touch the lives of every 
American. Programs that protect us from threats to our health including infectious diseases like Zika 
virus. That support students from pre-K through graduate school to ensure future generations are 
globally competitive. That get Americans ready to work in the 21st Century American economy.  
 
As we noted in our letter to you in May, continued cuts to the Labor-HHS-Education bill are limiting the 
capacity of even our best proven programs, while simultaneously leaving no room for new opportunities 
to improve American’s lives and livelihoods. Continued cuts to these programs are:   
 

 Eroding the public health infrastructure and workforce, limiting our ability to respond to public 
health crises and monitor health trends for new and emerging threats; 

 Hindering efforts to close troubling achievement gaps, raise overall student achievement, and 
increase high school graduation, college access and college completion rates; 

 Leaving far too many low-income children without access to high quality preschool and other early 
learning opportunities;  

 Hindering efforts of our local employers to fill the approximately five million jobs in the U.S. because 
too many workers lack the necessary postsecondary education and credentials to fill these positions; 

http://www.publichealthfunding.org/uploads/302bSignOn.FY2018.WithSigs.pdf
http://www.publichealthfunding.org/uploads/302bSignOn.FY2018.WithSigs.pdf


 Preventing seven million citizens from accessing the critical workforce and job training services that 
Congress overwhelmingly authorized in 2014; and 

 Ignoring the needs of individuals who find themselves without a high school credential and who 
need a pathway back to education, employment and active citizenship.  

 
The allocation for the Labor-HHS-Education spending bill will fail to meet the government’s commitment 
to provide for the general welfare of Americans, as will many of the nondefense discretionary (NDD) bills 
proposed by the House Appropriations Committee. To adequately support programs that support all 
Americans, Congress and the President must work together to raise the budget caps on NDD funding 
and the allocation for this bill, specifically.  
 
If you have questions about this statement or the community’s concerns, please contact: 
 
Emily Holubowich, Coalition for Health Funding (eholubowich@dc-crd.com);  
Sheryl Cohen, Committee for Education Funding (cohen@cef.org); or  
Kermit Kaleba, Campaign to Invest in America’s Workforce (kermitk@nationalskillscoalition.org).  

 

mailto:eholubowich@dc-crd.com
mailto:scohen@cef.org
mailto:kermitk@nationalskillscoalition.org


 

July 13, 2017 
 
 

 

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

  
Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen and Ranking Member Lowey: 

NDD United—representing more than 2,000 national, state, and local organizations—is concerned that 
the House Appropriations Committee’s current path forward on fiscal year (FY) 2018 spending bills 
undermines critical nondefense discretionary (NDD) functions of the federal government. Specifically, 
setting a spending level for defense that violates the Budget Control Act’s (BCA) spending caps and 
breaks the longstanding, bipartisan parity principle between defense and NDD programs could lead to a 
breakdown of the appropriations process and risk a fiscal showdown this fall. We strongly urge 
lawmakers to avoid making further reductions in these programs and work together in a bipartisan 
fashion to replace the scheduled sequestration cuts through a package that is balanced—both in how 
such relief is paid for and how it is applied to defense and NDD programs. 

The FY 2018 302(b) allocations adopted by the House Appropriations Committee would increase 
defense funding by $72 billion while cutting NDD funding by $5 billion, relative to the BCA limits. These 
important NDD investments in education and job training, public health, safety and security, 
infrastructure and housing, National Parks and environmental protection, and medical and scientific 
research, to name a few examples, have already sustained significant cuts as a result of the Budget 
Control Act and sequestration. The cap on NDD funding in FY 2017 is 13.4 percent below 2010 levels, 
adjusted for inflation. Without action to stop sequestration, in FY 2018 NDD programs are projected to 
decline to 3.1 percent of GDP—equal to the lowest level in more than 50 years. 

The House’s 302(b) allocations double down on sequestration. The funding reductions in FY 2018 for 
most NDD programs outside of the Department of Veterans Affairs (which is part of NDD and has 
already received a funding increase for 2018) would be cut by $22 billion after adjusting for inflation. If 
these spending levels were enacted, NDD programs would fall to more than one-fifth below their 2010 
level, after adjusting for inflation. These cuts—on top of the last seven years of cuts to NDD programs—
are dragging down our economic recovery, hampering business growth and development, weakening 
public health preparedness and response, reducing resources for our nation’s schools and colleges, 
compromising federal oversight and fraud recovery, hindering scientific discovery, eroding our 
infrastructure, and threatening our ability to address emergencies around the world. Simply put, these 
cuts are bad for the country and are not sustainable. 

Congress and the President must work together to protect NDD programs from further cuts and end 
sequestration. Such sequestration relief must be equally balanced between nondefense and defense 
programs, as strong investments in both NDD and defense are necessary to keep our country 
competitive, safe, and secure. We appreciate your consideration of this recommendation, and are eager 
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to work with you to help produce another bipartisan budget agreement to protect critical nondefense 
discretionary programs.  

Sincerely, 

 

Emily J. Holubowich 
Founding Co-Chair, NDD United 

 

 

 

Joel Packer 
Founding Co-Chair, NDD United 

 

Sheryl Cohen 
Co-Chair, NDD United 
 

 

Ben Corb 
Co-Chair, NDD United 

 



On Wednesday, July 19, the AFT will join members of Congress, commu-
nity members and allies in Washington, D.C., to stand up for students 
and families. President Trump and the Republican Congress are pushing 
policies that will decimate communities and destroy the basic supports 
our children need. 

Speakers include:
• AFT President Randi Weingarten
• Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.) 
• Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) 
• Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.)
• Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.)
• Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.—invited)

Join us in fighting against:
 
• The education budget proposed by Trump and Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos, which would devastate schoolchildren by slashing  
$9 billion from public education, $800 billion from Medicaid and  
$143 million that helps students afford college. The budget would 
take a meat cleaver to programs like after-school and summer  
programs, efforts to reduce class sizes, mentoring for early-career 
teachers, child nutrition programs and community schools. 

• The Senate and House healthcare bills, which would take away re-
sources for schools serving students with special needs, end healthcare 
coverage for more than 20 million people, raise costs for many others, 
limit healthcare access for the most medically vulnerable in the coun-
try and tax employer-based health insurance plans—which is essential-
ly a tax on middle-class Americans—all to provide major tax breaks to 
corporations and the wealthy.

Please join us on July 19, at 1:30 p.m., on the East Lawn in 
front of the U.S. Capitol building (House side).  
RSVP at https://actionnetwork.org/events/teach-in-speak-out.


