
 
 

Wednesday, July 19, 2017 

 
Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala!  

 

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers    

Star Student sponsors: Lumina Foundation, National Education Association, National Student 

Clearinghouse 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking/National School Boards 

Association; ACT; American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees; 

Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Coalition on Adult Basic Education; Discovery 

Education; International Society for Technology in Education; MRM Associates; National 

Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National Association of Secondary 

School Principals/National Association of Elementary School Principals/American Federation of 

School Administrators; National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; National 

PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling: Service Employees International 

Union; and Women in Government Relations 

 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

          

I. Advocacy 
 

 CEF letter on FY 2018 education funding bill – On Monday, CEF sent the attached 

letter to the Chairs and Ranking Members of the House Appropriations Committee 

and its Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations expressing our 

concerns about the overall inadequate education funding in the bill and urging a 

larger allocation for the bill and for nondefense discretionary (NDD) funding for the 

year.   
 

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

 New House appropriations strategy – Today the House Appropriations Committee 

is marking up the last two of its 12 government funding bills and yesterday House 

Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) announced that the House plans to pass a 

package of security-related FY 2018 appropriations bills by the end of next week, 

when the House recesses for the rest of the summer.  The small omnibus package – a 

so-called security minibus – will comprise the Defense, Military Construction-VA, 

Energy and Water, and Legislative Branch bills, but not the Homeland Security bill 

even though it, too, has already been approved by the Appropriations 

Committee.  Republican leadership had talked of trying to pass all 12 appropriations 

https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/07.17.17-House-Labor-HHS-Ed-Subcmte-markup-FINAL.pdf


bills in the House in one package this month, but did not get the support needed for 

that to pass.  

 

 Education-related amendments anticipated at today’s markup – Below is an 

expanded list of the education-related amendments we have heard will be offered at 

today’s House Appropriations Committee markup of the Labor-HHS-Education 

funding bill.   
 

Amendments related to education and workforce funding (listed alphabetically by 

Member): 

o Rep. Clark (D-MA) on early childhood – increase funding for Head Start, 

CCDBG, Preschool, CCAMPIS (which is eliminated in the bill). 

o Rep. DeLauro (D-CT) on afterschool funding – reject the bill’s $192 million 

cut and restore funding to the 2017 enacted level. 

o Rep. DeLauro (D-CT) on apprenticeship funding – reject the bill’s elimination 

of apprenticeship grants ($95 million) 

o Rep. Lee (D-CA) on job training – reject cuts to job training programs 

o Rep. McCollum (D-MN) on arts education – reject the bill’s elimination of the 

arts education program ($27 million) 

o Rep. Pocan (D-WI) on Pell grants – increase the maximum award for FY 2018 

to $6,055, providing the $135 increase that the Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO) estimates is needed to keep pace with inflation.  Without this amendment, 

the maximum grant in the bill is frozen at last year’s level. 

o Rep. Price (D-NC) on funding for teachers – this amendment has four parts: 

1)  rejecting the elimination of the Title II-A teacher/school leader program (a 

$2.1 billion program); 2) rejecting the elimination of the School Leader 

Recruitment and Support program ($15 million); 3) rejecting the elimination of 

the Teacher Quality Partnerships ($43 million); and 4) rejecting the bill’s 

$23 million cut to the Supporting Effective Educator Development (SEED) 

program.   

o Rep. Price (D-NC) on foreign language studies – reject the bill’s $7 million cut 

to the Fulbright-Hayes program, which is the overseas program in international 

education and foreign language studies. 

o Rep. Ryan (D-OH) on education funding – reject all education cuts and restore 

funding to the 2017 enacted level. 

 

Other education-related amendments: 

o Rep. DeLauro (D-CT)  on borrower defense regulations – requires the 

Department to implement the regulations 

o Rep. Roybal- Allard (D-CA) on Title IX – requires the Secretary of Education 

to enforce Title IX consistent with the 2011 Dear Colleague letter on campus 

sexual assault 

o Rep. Serrano (D-NY) on Upward Bound – adds report language 
 

 House Budget Committee markup today – We’ll keep you informed about any 

education amendments or information gleaned at today’s House Budget Committee 



markup of the FY 2018 budget resolution.  We anticipate some education-related 

amendments, and that Democrats may ask questions about some of the assumptions 

related to mandatory education funding inherent in the resolution’s numbers. 
 

III.    Events  
 

 CEF’s upcoming schedule –  

 
o Friday, July 21, 9-11 am: CEF meeting (AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, 1

st
 floor 

auditorium). Guest speaker: Farouk Ophaso, Budget Analyst for education, House 

Budget Committee Democratic staff.  Please RSVP to Jonathan Widjaja at 

Widjaja@cef.org if you plan to attend so that security will have your name 

when you arrive. 

 

o Friday, July 28,  9-11 am: last Friday meeting before the congressional recess 

(AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW). Guest speaker: Chuck Kieffer, Staff Director, 

Senate Appropriations Committee Democratic staff. 
 

o CEF August research briefings – back by popular demand, CEF’s Advocacy 

and Research Committee is arranging informative briefings for three Wednesdays 

in August.  More details on speakers to follow: 
 

 August 9, 10-11:30am – Implications of Tax Reform on Education, at 

IBM (600 14
th

 ST, NW) 

 August 16, 10-11:30 am– Budget Resolutions and Reconciliation, at IBM 

(600 14
th

 ST, NW) 

 August 23, 10-11:30am – Equity in Education (location TBD) 
 

o Friday, Sept. 8,  9-11 am: Friday morning meetings resume (AACTE, 1307 NY 

Ave, NW). Guest speaker: Alicia Molt-West, Deputy Chief of Staff, Rep. Mark 

Pocan (D-WI). 

 
 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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July 17, 2017 

 

  

The Honorable 

Rodney Frelinghuysen, 

Chairman 

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey, 

Vice Chairwoman 

House Appropriations 

Committee 

H-305 Capitol Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Tom Cole, Chairman 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro,  

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

House Appropriations Committee 

2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

 

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

 

On behalf of the Committee for Education Funding (CEF), a coalition 

of 114 national education associations and institutions spanning the education 

continuum from early learning to postgraduate education to adult education 

and education enhancements, we are writing to voice our concerns regarding 

the Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations bill that the Labor-HHS-Education 

Subcommittee reported out on July 13
th

.  

 

We recognize the difficult budget limitations the Subcommittee 

endeavored to balance, and commend your leadership in providing funding 

increases to a handful of programs. However, we also recognize that in order to 

meet an arbitrary nondefense discretionary level that is well below the already 

austere level set by sequestration, the bill reduces and, in some cases, 

even eliminates vital federal education and workforce investments. The 

resulting bill will harm teaching and learning, jeopardize the financial security 

of the nation’s primary student aid grant program, and pull resources away 

from vital services outside the classroom and for workforce readiness. 

 

Overall, the bill cuts discretionary resources for the Department of 

Education by $4 billion (6 percent) below the comparable FY 2017 level that 

includes rescissions of previously appropriated Pell grant funding. Even 
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excluding those rescissions, the bill cuts education funding by $2.4 billion (3.5 percent) below 

the 2017 level. These cuts negatively affect students, teachers, and schools across the country. 

This bill provides scant modest increases sprinkled across a few programs in the face of steep 

cuts to many others – leaving many education programs insufficiently funded to fulfill their 

intended goals and meet student needs.   

 

CEF continues to request that Congress eliminate the sequester-level discretionary caps 

and to maintain the long-standing principle of parity by matching any increases in the defense 

caps with equal increases in non-defense caps. We are encouraged that Chairman Cole stated his 

willingness to renegotiate the bill’s “initial allocation” to be able “to plug holes and enhance 

national priorities.” In fact, these cuts could be avoided if Congress were to eliminate 

sequestration caps, allowing investments that are essential to our nation’s security for both 

nondefense and defense programs.   

 

Educational attainment is inextricably tied to both individual success and the nation’s 

economic strength. Students and schools are counting on strong federal education investments to 

ensure equitable access to high quality education from preschool to higher education and career 

and technical and adult education, and to fill gaps where local and state funding is insufficient or 

where new needs arise. We strongly urge Congress to repeal the Budget Control Act sequester-

level caps and significantly increase the federal education investment in order to maximize 

opportunities for students and their families, schools, and our nation.   

 

Sincerely, 

    

 

 

 

Jocelyn Bissonnette    Sheryl Cohen  

President     Executive Director 


