
 
  

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 
  

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2018 Gala!  
  

Star Student sponsor:  Just added: National Education Association. American Continental Group; 
American Council on Education   

Honor Roll sponsors: Just added:  AASA, the School Superintendents Association; National Association 
of Student Financial Aid Administrators. Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Bose Washington 

Partners; Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; MRM Associates; 
National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National Association of Secondary School 

Principals/National Association of Elementary School Principals/American Federation of School 
Administrators; National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; National PTA/National 

Association for College Admission Counseling; Title IV-A Coalition 

Dear CEF Members: 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

•        House takes final step to reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins Career Technical Education Act today – 
This afternoon the House plans to pass the Senate version of H.R. 2353, the Strengthening Career 
and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act.  The bill will be considered under “suspension of 
the rules,” a system reserved for non-controversial bills that require 2/3 vote majority to pass, and a 
signal that the bill is considered a sure thing to move on to the President’s desk for signature.  The 
House had passed its own version of the bill a year ago, but the Senate passed a slightly different 
version on Monday by voice vote. 

•        House Democrats introduce reauthorization of the Higher Education Act – Yesterday the 17 
Democrats on the House Education and the Workforce Committee introduced the “Aim Higher Act” 
to reauthorize the Higher Education Act; action on the Republican reauthorization (H.R. 4508,  the 
“PROSPER Act”) has stalled since the Committee marked it up last year.  The bill is “designed to give 
every student the opportunity to earn a debt-free degree or credential that leads to a rewarding 
career.” It improves access to post-secondary education by authorizing new programs to help build 
state capacity, expanding access to federal student aid, simplifying financial aid application 
requirements, and strengthening  institutional accountability.  It makes college more affordable by 
reviving Perkins loans, eliminating origination fees on student loans, and expanding Pell grants by 
increasing the maximum Pell grant by $500, indexing it to inflation, making most of the program 
mandatory; it also allows Pell grants to pay for short-term high-quality training programs, a proposal 
from the President’s budget. It also includes provisions to increase college completion.  The 
Democratic Committee has a detailed summary and fact sheet available here. 

https://democrats-edworkforce.house.gov/media/press-releases/all-17-committee-democrats-unveil-debt-free-college-plan


•        Appropriations status – Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee chair Roy Blunt 
(R-MO) says he supports bundling his Subcommittee’s fiscal year 2019 funding bill with the defense 
bill on the Senate floor.  The Senate may consider the mega-package – the two comprise more than 
60% of discretionary government funding – the week of August 13.  Meanwhile, negotiations have 
stalled on creating a single version of the first three government funding bills passed by both the 
House and the Senate, which doesn’t bode well for quickly finalizing any of the 12 bills.  Both 
chambers passed their own versions of the Energy and Water, Military Construction-VA, and 
Legislative Branch bills as a single package in June – bills that are among the least 
controversial.  However, the House bill provides almost $1 billion more for Energy and Water, and 
the Senate bill had included more than $1 billion for veterans’ health care that was above the bill’s 
spending limit, something that House conservatives won’t support.  Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Richard Shelby (R-AL) acknowledged this week that they will have to offset the 
funding elsewhere in the bill, something that Senate Democrats and Subcommittee chair John 
Boozman (R-AR) do not favor. In short, there are still big funding issues to settle before reaching a 
House-Senate compromise. 

II.  Events  

•        Advance CTE  briefing on Expanding Access to High-quality CTE in Rural Communities tomorrow – 
CEF Member Advance CTE and the Congressional Career and Technical Education Caucus are holding 
a briefing improving the delivery of high-quality rural CTE.  The briefing is on Thursday, July 26, 10-
11am in 2168 Rayburn House Office Building.  Details and the RSVP form are here. 

•        CEF’s summer research briefings – In the place of Friday meetings during the Congressional August 
recess, CEF will hold two research briefings: 

o   Thursday, August  9, 10-11:30am: “Career Technical Education (CTE) Across the Education 
Continuum“ at University of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW.   

▪  Corrine Alfeld, Research Analyst, National Center for Education Research (NCER) at the 
U.S. Department of Education's Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 

▪  Crystal Bridgeman, Senior Director of Workforce Development Programs, Siemens 
Foundations 

▪  Moderator : Kathryn Zekus, Senior Associate, Federal Policy, Advance CTE 

  

o   Thursday, August 23, 10-11:30: “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment Means for 

Students and Universities” at AACTE, 1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium: 

▪  Justin Humphrey, Education Analyst, Congressional Budget Office 

▪  Caitlin Morris, Policy and Research Director, Young Invincibles 

▪  Jon Fansmith, Government Relations Director, American Council on Education 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQhA8j6Ug3laX4Z-EV2695ljLfGxyY4DOEYb6Iu2Gdm0EcWA/viewform


▪  Moderator: Stephen Payne, Assistant Director of Federal Relations, National 
Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators  

•        CEF Gala 2018 sponsorship – Thanks to the early sponsors (listed above) of CEF's annual gala 
on Wednesday, September 26, at Union Station!  This is our annual gathering of the education 
community, when we come together to not only have fun, but also honor the commitment of those 
working to support the nation’s students by increasing the federal investment in education.  A ticket 
to the Gala also includes attendance at the legislative conference in the morning.  The gala is also a 
fundraiser for CEF, and we encourage you to sign up early to be a sponsor.  You can do so by 
contacting CEF directly, or you can purchase a sponsorship or individual tickets directly on our 
website here.  You can also find information about the benefits of each sponsorship category here.   

•        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

•        Friday, July 27, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Moira 
Lenehan-Razzuri, LA, Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI). Please RSVP here so we can provide an attendance 
list to the security desk. 

•        Friday, August 3, 9-11am: at University of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 
auditorium.  Guest speaker: Vincent Sarubbi, LA, Rep. Donald Norcross (D-NJ). 

•        Thursday, August 9, 10-11:30am: CEF research briefing, “Career Technical Education (CTE) 
Across the Education Continuum,”  at University of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW.  See 
details above. 

•        Thursday, August 23, 10-11:30am: CEF research briefing, “Paying for College: What the Federal 
Investment Means for Students and Universities,” at AACTE, 1307 New York Ave, NW, 
auditorium.  See details above. 

•        Friday, Sept. 7, at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: TBD. 
   
    My best, 

  
    Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

  

1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

http://www.cvent.com/events/committee-for-education-funding-s-gala-and-legislative-conference/event-summary-20b866549dd1468c86c45923d11b05cc.aspx
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-Gala-flyer.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/108d69zMiXdSgaBCrDyHfZr6x81yD86TKpgJk8BIRRU4/edit


T: 202-327-8125 

cohen@cef.org 

www.cef.org 
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