
 
  

Tuesday, August 7, 2018 

  
Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2018 Gala! 

  
Straight “A”s sponsor: Just added: American Federation of Teachers 

  
Star Student sponsors:  American Continental Group; American Council on Education; Lumina 

Foundation; National Education Association 
  

Honor Roll sponsors: Just added: Council for Opportunity in Education. AASA, the School 
Superintendents Association; Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Bose Washington Partners; 

Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; MRM Associates; National 
Association of Federally Impacted Schools; National Association of Independent Colleges and 

Universities; National Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary 
School Principals/American Federation of School Administrators; National Association of Student 

Financial Aid Administrators; National Council for Community and Education Partnerships; National 
PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling; Title IV-A Coalition 

  

I.  CEF summer research briefings 

         First research briefing on Thursday – Now that Congress is in recess – although the Senate chose to 
shorten its break and will return to session next week - in the place of Friday meetings, CEF will hold 
two research briefings this month: 

o   Thursday, August  9, 10-11:30am: “Career Technical Education (CTE) Across the Education 
Continuum“ at University of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW.  

  Corrine Alfeld, Research Analyst, National Center for Education Research (NCER) at the 
U.S. Department of Education's Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 

  Crystal Bridgeman, Senior Director of Workforce Development Programs, Siemens 
Foundations 

  Moderator : Kathryn Zekus, Senior Associate, Federal Policy, Advance CTE 

  



o   Thursday, August 23, 10-11:30: “Paying for College: What the Federal Investment Means for 
Students and Universities” at AACTE, 1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium: 

  Justin Humphrey, Education Analyst, Congressional Budget Office 

  Caitlin Morris, Policy and Research Director, Young Invincibles 

  Jon Fansmith, Government Relations Director, American Council on Education 

  Moderator: Stephen Payne, Assistant Director of Federal Relations, National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators 

II.  CEF Gala and Legislative Conference 

         Gala honorees – We have now confirmed our honorees for CEF’s Gala on September 26: Senator 
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), and Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) will be 
honored with CEF awards this year. Below is more information on each award. 

  

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) will receive the Terrel H. Bell Award, which recognizes outstanding 
advocacy of education as a congressional and federal priority. Senator Baldwin is a consistent 
advocate around the need for increased investments in education across the entire continuum. 
Since her arrival in Congress in 1999, she has been a vocal supporter of increased funding for pre-k, 
k-12, higher education, and workforce programs. Most recently, she helped secure an additional 
$700 million for the Title IV-A block grant under ESSA, making it one of the largest increases in 
program funding in years. 

  

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) will also be honored with the Terrel H. Bell Award. Senator 
Murkowski has demonstrated an independent voice in the Senate and willingness to go against the 
grain in a more conservative Senate and work across the aisle to support increased investments in 
education programs. She has consistently supported investments in afterschool programs, special 
education programs, and higher education funding. 

Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) will receive the William H. Natcher Award, which recognizes 
distinguished service during this session of Congress in elevating the priority for education funding 
to ensure better opportunities for our nation’s citizens. Minority Leader Schumer has tirelessly 
championed education funding. This year, his strong leadership and work across the aisle succeeded 
in increasing the non-defense discretionary funding caps for 2018 and 2019, which allowed 
significant increased investments in education in 2018.  

         Gala sponsorships and tickets – CEF’s gala is our annual gathering of the education community, 
when we come together to not only have fun, but also honor the commitment of those working to 
support the nation’s students by increasing the federal investment in education.  This year we are 
again holding a long reception with a buffet in Union Station’s Palm Court to maximize time for 



networking/socializing among the education community, followed by a seated awards ceremony in 
the East Hall and then coffee and dessert – with the promise to wrap up by 9 pm. 

The gala is also a fundraiser for CEF, and we encourage you to sign up now to be a sponsor.  You can 
do so by contacting CEF directly, or you can purchase a sponsorship or individual tickets directly on 
CEF’s website here or by contacting any of the CEF staff. Information about the benefits of each 
sponsorship category is shared here.  

         Hill/Administration staff guests – As in the past, you may buy tickets for Hill or Administration staff 
whom you’d like CEF to invite to join you at the gala; those staffers will be seated with you for the 
awards presentation.  As the sponsor of the event, CEF must issue the invitation to Hill and 
Administration staff on your behalf.  Once you let us know who you’d like us to invite we’ll keep you 
informed of all responses, and we encourage you to follow up after the initial invitation from CEF.  

         Legislative conference – Your ticket to the Gala also includes attendance at the legislative 
conference the morning of the gala.  The conference on “Why Education Funding Matters” will 
examine the history of education funding in the US and other countries, as well as the evidence 
showing the importance of investments along the education continuum. We have invitations 
pending with panelists and will provide a line-up of the speakers once they are confirmed.  The 
legislative conference is on September 26, 9:00 - 11:30am, in the Capitol Visitors Center (Room SVC 
203-02).  

 My best, 

Sarah 
  

Sarah Abernathy, Deputy Executive Director 

 
1800 M Street, NW 

Suite 500 South 

Washington, DC 20036 

T: 202-327-8125 

abernathy@cef.org 

www.cef.org 

Twitter @edfunding 

      
 

http://www.cvent.com/events/committee-for-education-funding-s-gala-and-legislative-conference/event-summary-20b866549dd1468c86c45923d11b05cc.aspx
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-Gala-flyer-1.pdf
mailto:abernathy@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/

