
 
 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 
	 

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala! 
	 

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers   
Star Student sponsors: American Continental Group, Lumina Foundation, National Association 
of Federally Impacted Schools, National Education Association, National Student Clearinghouse 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking/National School Boards 
Association; ACT; American Association of State Colleges and Universities; American 

Educational Research Association; American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees; Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Coalition on Adult Basic Education; 
Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; Knowledge Alliance; 

MRM Associates; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National 
Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 

Principals/American Federation of School Administrators; National Council for Community and 
Education Partnerships; National PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling: 

Service Employees International Union; Thayer Leader Development Group; Washington 
Partners/Coalition for Higher Education Assistance Organizations; and Women in Government 

Relations 
  

You can register for the gala here 
  

Dear CEF Members:  

I.               Policy Intelligence and Education News 
	 

•       Just when you thought it couldn’t get more complicated – the devastation from 
Hurricane Harvey will join the priority list that Congress has to grapple with when 
they come back after Labor Day.  Priorities now to September 30th include: 
appropriations/CR, raising the debt ceiling, FAA reauthorization, Flood Insurance 
reauthorization, and possibly an installment on emergency funding for Hurricane 
Harvey.  Note FEMA has indicated it has 3.3 billion available in the disaster relief 
fund which can be tapped for immediate lifesaving and life sustaining needs, but that 
is a tiny fraction of what is expected to be needed.  

In conversations with various sources this morning, the disaster debate is not 
expected to change the timing of any of the pending September appropriations.  The 
House, as of today, is still expected to take up the 8-bill omnibus next week.  As 



previously reported, the House Rules Committee posted the text of a FY 2018 
omnibus appropriations bill comprising the 8 remaining bills passed out of the 
Appropriations Committee.  The bills will be bundled together as part of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill, H.R. 3354.  

The Senate Labor HHS mark-up is expected in the Subcommittee on Wednesday, 
September 6thfollowed by the full Committee the next day September 7th.  Sources 
did not expect that schedule to change at this point. 

As we’ve discussed, a CR will be necessary on September 30th and I’d look for 
that to be combined with the authority to raise the debt ceiling. 

Once that is done, sources say look for a similar path/schedule to be followed similar 
to the FY 16 process – October deal to raise the caps, November negotiations on the 
Committee allocations, and a December omnibus.  An end of the year budget deal, 
combined with disaster relief, and the work being done to try and produce tax 
legislation will be a complicated mix and a costly one.  As we’ve seen before, when 
things get big they more often than not collapse under their own weight – making a 
second CR on the budget kicking into next year certainly not off the table.  

•       NDD United #RaiseThe Caps campaign –  Reminder – NDD’s date for the 2017 
#RaiseTheCaps day is September 6th. NDD United is looking for volunteers to help 
distribute “Raise the Caps” baseball caps and the NDD United sign-on letter to 
offices on the Hill. More details about social media outreach and other activities will 
follow, but if you’d like to volunteer please fill out this form. If you are interested in 
helping to sponsor the 2017 #RaiseTheCaps campaign, please complete this form. 

II.            CEF Hill Day and Gala (October 3, 2017) 

•        CEF Hill day on October 3 – To take full advantage of having so many CEF 
members and guests already on the Hill, we’re organizing a short CEF Hill Day 
between the morning legislative conference and the gala in the evening.  From 11am 
– 2pm, groups of CEF members will be provided with CEF’s advocacy materials and 
a CEF t-shirt for visibility as they meet with targeted Hill offices.  We encourage you 
to include any people who are coming to DC for the day, and will try to match 
constituents with their Member of Congress where applicable.  We’ll work out the 
logistics of how we arrange the meetings once we see the level of interest.  Please 
sign up at the link below if you and your organization wants to join the Hill day: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1K0OjCyAdu_gZJHk0WF7cWMbXkmnh0OLcnklGn
v4GVbE/edit?usp=sharing 

•       Gala sponsorships and tickets – Thanks to the many organizations listed above who 
have already sponsored CEF’s gala!  If you’d like more information about sponsoring 
the Gala and the benefits that come with each sponsorship option, please contact me 
(Cohen@cef.org).  As a reminder, this year we are having a longer reception with a 



buffet in Union Station’s Palm Court to maximize time for networking/socializing 
among the education community, followed by a seated awards ceremony in the East 
Hall and then coffee and dessert – with the promise to wrap up by 9 pm. You can 
purchase individual gala tickets or a sponsorship directly on CEF’s websitethrough 
CVENT, or you can contact any of the CEF staff for information or to buy tickets.  

•       Hill/Administration staff guests – As in the past, you may buy tickets for Hill staff 
that you’d like CEF to invite to join you at the gala; those staffers will be seated with 
you for the awards presentation.  As the sponsor of the event, CEF must issue the 
invitation to Hill and Administration staff on your behalf.  Once you let us know who 
you’d like us to invite we’ll keep you informed of all responses, and we encourage 
you to follow up after the initial invitation from CEF.  

III.         Events & Information 

•       Friday, Sept. 8,  9-11 am: CEF Friday morning meetings resume (AACTE, 1307 NY 
Ave, NW). Guest speaker: Alicia Molt-West, Deputy Chief of Staff, Rep. Mark 
Pocan (D-WI). 

 
•       At the end of last week, NAFIS released its school construction survey findings in 

a report called "Foundations for Learning: The Facilities Needs of Federally Impacted 
School Districts." Survey respondents reported more than $4.2 billion in pressing 
construction needs. NAFIS has also created a helpful infographic that covers the high 
points of the report.  If you have any questions please contact CEF President Jocelyn 
Bissonette atJocelyn@nafisdc.org	

My best, 

Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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Washington, DC 20036 
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