
 
 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 
	 

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2017 Gala! 
	 

Straight “A”s sponsor: American Federation of Teachers   
Star Student sponsors: American Continental Group, Lumina Foundation, National Association 
of Federally Impacted Schools, National Education Association, National Student Clearinghouse 

Honor Roll sponsors: AASA/Consortium for School Networking/National School Boards 
Association; ACT; American Association of State Colleges and Universities; American 

Educational Research Association; American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees; Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; Coalition on Adult Basic Education; 
Discovery Education; International Society for Technology in Education; Knowledge Alliance; 

MRM Associates; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; National 
Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 

Principals/American Federation of School Administrators; National Council for Community and 
Education Partnerships; National PTA/National Association for College Admission Counseling: 

Service Employees International Union; Thayer Leader Development Group; Washington 
Partners/Coalition for Higher Education Assistance Organizations; and Women in Government 

Relations 
  

You can register for the gala here 
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I.               Policy Intelligence and Education News 

•       House Omnibus:  The Rules Committee website (here) has all of the amendments listed 
on it, under division F. Below are the amendments that we have seen referring directly to 
HHS so far: 

  
DeLauro (CT) - Restores funding to SAMHSA’s mental health programs, offset with 
HHS program administration funds. 
 
DeLauro (CT) - Restores funding to worker protection agencies, offset with 
DOL/HHS/ED program administration funds. 

  
DeLauro (CT) - Withholds funding for the Office of the Secretary until HHS makes cost 
sharing reduction payments. 



  
Crowley (NY) - Strikes language that would prohibit HHS from using appropriated funds 
to implement the Affordable Care Act's navigator program. 

Scott, Bobby (VA) - Increases funding for Title I-A ESSA funds, which is offset by 
comparable decreases to the Charter School Program, abstinence-only education fund, 
and program administration funds of HHS, ED, and DOL. 

Scott, Bobby (VA) - Increases IDEA funding by $66.344 million, which is offset by 
comparable decreases to the Charter School Program, abstinence-only education fund, 
and program administration funds of HHS, ED, and DOL. 

Scott, Bobby (VA) - Increases IDEA funding by $230.168 million, which would be offset 
by comparable decreases to the Charter School Program, abstinence-only education fund, 
and program administration funds of HHS, ED, and DOL. 

  
Lee, Barbara (CA) - Increases funding for the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program 
(TPPP) by $101,000,000, offset with HHS program administration funds. 

Lujan (NM) - Decreases funding for HHS General Departmental Management by $20 
million and transfer those funds to the Comprehensive Behavioral Health Prevention and 
Treatment Program for tribal populations as authorized under the Indian Healthcare 
Improvement Act (IHCIA). 

Lujan (NM) - Decreases funding for HHS General Departmental Management by $5 
million and transfer those funds to the Mental Health Technician Program for tribal 
populations as authorized under the Indian Healthcare Improvement Act (IHCIA). 

  
Lujan (NM) - Decreases funding for HHS General Departmental Management by $2 
million and transfer those funds to the Peer Support Programs. 

•       Budget Resolution:   The House Budget Resolution is expected the second week of 
September.  I’m told the moderate Republican Tuesday Group was mentioned in the 
Whip briefing as those who thought the cuts might be too high, but several staff have said 
they are not sure where all of the members of this group will ultimately come out on the 
vote, as many may still vote yes because of the implications for tax reform. 

•        Education Cut Anecdotes:  Staff have reached out to us interested in any anecdotes or 
stories they can use highlighting examples of what is happening across the education 
landscape in terms of programmatic reductions, tuition increases, reduced school weeks, 
fees, etc.   If you have some stories or data/examples you can share, please send in to me 
and we will circulate back to the interested staff. 

 

II.            CEF Hill Day and Gala (October 3, 2017) 
	 



•        CEF Hill day on October 3 – To take full advantage of having so many CEF 
members and guests already on the Hill, we’re organizing a short CEF Hill Day 
between the morning legislative conference and the gala in the evening.  From 11am 
– 2pm, groups of CEF members will be provided with CEF’s advocacy materials and 
a CEF t-shirt for visibility as they meet with targeted Hill offices.  We encourage you 
to include any people who are coming to DC for the day, and will try to match 
constituents with their Member of Congress where applicable.  We’ll work out the 
logistics of how we arrange the meetings once we see the level of interest.  Please 
sign up at the link below if you and your organization wants to join the Hill day: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1K0OjCyAdu_gZJHk0WF7cWMbXkmnh0OLcnklGn
v4GVbE/edit?usp=sharing 

•       Gala sponsorships and tickets – Thanks to the many organizations listed above who 
have already sponsored CEF’s gala!  If you’d like more information about sponsoring 
the Gala and the benefits that come with each sponsorship option, please contact me 
(Cohen@cef.org).  As a reminder, this year we are having a longer reception with a 
buffet in Union Station’s Palm Court to maximize time for networking/socializing 
among the education community, followed by a seated awards ceremony in the East 
Hall and then coffee and dessert – with the promise to wrap up by 9 pm. You can 
purchase individual gala tickets or a sponsorship directly on CEF’s website through 
CVENT, or you can contact any of the CEF staff for information or to buy tickets.  

•       Hill/Administration staff guests – As in the past, you may buy tickets for Hill staff 
that you’d like CEF to invite to join you at the gala; those staffers will be seated with 
you for the awards presentation.  As the sponsor of the event, CEF must issue the 
invitation to Hill and Administration staff on your behalf.  Once you let us know who 
you’d like us to invite we’ll keep you informed of all responses, and we encourage 
you to follow up after the initial invitation from CEF.  

III.         Events & Information 

•       Friday, Sept. 8,  9-11 am: CEF Friday morning meetings resume (AACTE, 1307 NY 
Ave, NW). Guest speaker: Alicia Molt-West, Deputy Chief of Staff, Rep. Mark 
Pocan (D-WI) 

•       AccessLex Institute invites you to attend their bipartisan event on Capitol 
Hill entitled Road to Repayment: The Role of Consumer Information in Federal Student 
Loans. The event is co-sponsored by Representatives Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR-1), 
Vice-Ranking Member of the House Education and the Workforce Committee, and 
Ryan Costello (R-PA-6), co-chair of the new Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) 
caucus, both of whom will be in attendance and providing remarks. 

Road to Repayment will engage Hill staffers, think tank fellows, the media, and other 
policy leaders in a thoughtful, bipartisan discussion about what information students 
need to succeed and to present potential policy solutions to help students and families 



make more sound decisions regarding higher education. Specifically, the event will 
feature experts who will discuss and present policy ideas about data, information, and 
simplification. Several policy prescriptions will be offered that have a strong possibility 
of becoming law in the next reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA). 

The event is on September 14th, 2017 from 1:00pm to 2:00pm in the Cannon House 
Office Building to learn and engage with policy leaders. For more details and to RSVP: 
click here. 

•       The National School Boards Association (NSBA) invites you to attend, "Our Public 
Schools: Expanding the Horizon of Educational Choice," a policy briefing 
sponsored by NSBA and the National School Boards Action Center. The briefing will 
be held on Tuesday, September 12, 2017 from 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM, Room 121 
Cannon House Office Building, 27 Independence Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20003. 
 
NSBA's Center for Public Education (CPE) will release Busting the Myth of One-Size-
Fits-All Public Education, which shows that the broadest range of educational choices 
for our nation's students are found inside public schools. In addition, a panel of 
education leaders representing school districts and public schools from across the 
nation will explain how they are offering parents and students robust choice options. 

•        And, from our friends at “Evidence for Essa” – a project of the Center for Research 
and Reform in Education at Johns Hopkins University, attachedplease find the 
document Evidence for ESSA – Six Months in Review, that describes how their 
website is doing, the changes that have been made to it since its release, and what 
they are currently working on.  Please feel free to contact Ilana Brunner 
at ibrunner@jhu.edu with any questions. 

My best, 

Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

  
 
1800 M Street, NW 
Suite 500 South 
Washington, DC 20036 
T: 202-327-8125 
cohen@cef.org 
www.cef.org 
	



 

www.evidenceforessa.org 

300 E. Joppa Road, Suite 500, Baltimore, Maryland 21286 

Phone: (410) 616-2310     E-mail: EvidenceforESSA@jhu.edu 

Evidence for ESSA - Six Months in Review 
August 29, 2017 

 

Evidence for ESSA was released on February 28, 2017 by the Johns Hopkins University Center 

for Research and Reform in Education (CRRE) to help education leaders at all levels easily 

identify programs and practices that meet the ESSA evidence standards. The website provides a 

free, authoritative, user-centered database to help anyone – school, district, or state leaders, 

teachers, parents, or concerned citizens –find strong, moderate, and promising programs and 

practices that align to the ESSA evidence standards and meet their local needs. Our goal with the 

website is to maximize the meaning and usefulness of the new ESSA provisions on practice and 

in the field.  

 

As of August 28, 2017, almost 22,000 unique users have utilized the website. Several states 

are using it as they devise their ESSA plans, and some states are asking all of their districts 

to utilize the site in program planning. 
 

The site was originally released with the following searchable topics: 

• reading and literacy programs ranging from kindergarten to high school; and  

• mathematics programs ranging from kindergarten to high school.  

 

Since the site’s release in February, we have continued to add new content features: 

• many additional studies and programs in K-12 reading and math; 

• pre-kindergarten reading/literacy; 

• pre-kindergarten math; and 

• Ambassador Schools for programs that submit them. These are schools that are willing to be 

contacted directly so the user can find out more about the program from those on the 

ground implementing it firsthand. Ambassador Schools have identifying information so that 

users can find a school that is similar to theirs in order to learn more about how the 

program might work in their own setting. 

Searches can be further refined by specific, identifiable needs, such as: 

• grade level; 

• interest in whole class or intervention tools; 

• type of community (rural, urban, suburban); 

• demographics studied; 

• level of evidence according to ESSA provisions (strong, moderate, promising); and 

• additional features such as emphasis on cooperative learning, inclusion of parent 

engagement tools, use of technology, and tutoring, among others. 

 

We are now working on adding additional education topics, including: 

• science programs; and 

• programs to enhance student behavior, attendance, and social-emotional adjustment, and 

reduce bullying. 
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We would be happy to provide you with additional information or help your state, district, 

or school build plans using Evidence for ESSA to help you find proven programs that meet 

your needs, increase teacher success, and improve student outcomes. 

 

Evidence for ESSA was developed in partnership with the following organizations:  

AASA, The School Superintendents Association 

Alliance for Excellent Education 

America Forward 

American Youth Policy Forum 

Association of Educational Service Agencies 

Chiefs for Change 

National Association of Elementary School Principals 

National Association of Secondary School Principals 

National Association of State Boards of Education 

National Education Association 

National PTA 

National Rural Education Advocacy Consortium 

National Rural Education Association 

National School Boards Association 

National Title I Association 

Results for America 

 

Additional Information 

 

Robert E. Slavin 

Director 

Center for Research and Reform in Education, Johns Hopkins University 

rslavin@jhu.edu or 410-616-2310 

 

Ilana R. Brunner 

Director of External Affairs 

Center for Research and Reform in Education, Johns Hopkins University 

ibrunner@jhu.edu or 202-590-0800 

 

Follow Us 
 

@EvidenceforESSA 

 

Evidence for ESSA 

 


