
 
 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 
  

Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

        Budget deal and another continuing resolution still to come – Republican leaders are 
acknowledging that Congress will need another stopgap spending bill to keep the government 
running after the continuing resolution expires on December 8.  Because they have not yet reached 
a deal to raise the existing spending caps, appropriators are not able to negotiate an omnibus 
funding bill for the rest of fiscal year 2018.  Senator Mitch McConnell was quoted as saying that 
there will be a budget deal by the end of November, and that  “The sequester will be significantly 
revisited in this agreement in whatever way we can agree to.  Neither side will get what they like, 
but we'll come together and we'll do that before the end of the month."  House Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen and Speaker Paul Ryan both have acknowledged that 
there will need to be at least a short continuing resolution to provide time for appropriators to 
produce a year-long omnibus once the budget deal is set.  Speaker Ryan said he wants FY 2018 
funding to be finalized by the end of December.  That is likely to require a change in the 
congressional calendar, which currently sends Congress home by December 15.  All that means we 
likely won’t know the final  education funding levels until the week before Christmas, at the earliest.  

        Tax reform continues – Today the House begins debate on H.R. 1, the tax reform bill, with plans to 
complete consideration tomorrow.  Meanwhile, the Senate continues to modify its proposal, adding 
in a repeal of the Affordable Care Act’s requirement that American’s purchase health insurance.  
That provision saves money, helping to get the bill’s price tag under the $1.5 trillion limit needed to 
be considered under the reconciliation process (reconciliation bills only need a majority vote to 
pass).  Of course, the health care provision adds another contentious issue to a bill that does not yet 
have the announced support of 51 Senators.  The Senate is also modifying tax provisions, 
including doubling the above-the-line deduction for teachers (allowing a $500 deduction for 
expenses to stock their class rooms) and expanding the child tax credit along with changing rates, 
and making the individual tax cuts expire after 8 years.  

 

II. Advocacy  

        CEF on the Hill – As you know, CEF Hill Teams made dozens of Hill visits earlier this year and many 
CEF members participated in visits to 43 offices as part of CEF’s Hill Day on October 3.  In addition, 
CEF officers met earlier this fall with staffers for House Speaker Ryan and Minority Leader Pelosi, 

http://plus.cq.com/doc/news-5216036?1&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=btmorning


and this week with Chuck Kieffer, Staff Director for the Senate Appropriations Committee 
Democrats, Claire Sanderson with Senate Whip Cornyn. and Brad Middleton with Assistant Minority 
Leader Durbin. At these visits CEF continues to convey its combined message of defense and offense 
on education spending – opposing the cuts in the fiscal year 2018 funding proposals and pointing 
out the evidence behind the need for increasing education investments in the long term, 
highlighting our “5 Cents Makes Sense” advocacy campaign.  We’re also getting the lay of the land in 
terms of what we can expect for the remainder of this year in terms of process and funding.  As you 
can imagine, not even the leadership staff have a clear bead on how or when budget decisions will 
be made, and how they will affect funding for education programs.   

        CEF’s Budget Response Book is on our website – We have now posted CEF’s FY 2018 Budget 
Book on the website for the public (it was previously online only in the CEF-Member area, and hard 
copies were delivered to Hill offices).  One consistent message we get from Hill staff is that the most 
useful advocacy is to provide real world examples of the effects of education funding cuts.  The 
articles in CEF’s budget book includes vignettes that can demonstrate the impact of different 
education programs.  We will be tweeting out links to the book in the coming weeks. 

 

III. CEF Activities 

        Please take a moment to complete CEF’s brief survey – Each fall CEF surveys its membership to 
ensure we are providing the benefits you want and to ask for suggestions for improvement.  The 
survey will take only a few minutes, and all responses are anonymous.  Your feedback will help us 
tailor our activities, advocacy, and information to what you most value.  Thanks to those who have 
already returned the survey.  If you haven’t yet done so, please take the time to respond and feel 
free to comment on areas that were not addressed.  Click HERE to take the survey! 

·      CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Nov. 17, 9-11am: At Georgetown University Law Center near Union Station, 600 NJ Ave, 
NW, Room 200 McDonough Hall.  Guest Speaker: Erica Navarro, Director of Budget Service, U.S. 
Department of Education. 

        Friday, Nov. 24 – no meeting. 

        Friday, Dec. 1, 9-11am: At NEA, 1201 16th St NW, Chanin Auditorium. Guest speaker: Jacque 
Chevalier, House Education and the Workforce Committee Democratic staff.  Note that our 
guest will be speaking at 9:30am. 

        Friday, Dec. 8, 9-11am: At Georgetown University Law Center near Union Station, 600 NJ Ave, 
NW, Room 200 McDonough Hall.  Guest Speaker: (tentative) Steve Townsend, Senate Budget 
Committee Republican staff. 

        Friday, Dec. 15, 9-noon: CEF ANNUAL MEETING. At University of California, 1608 Rhode Island 
Ave, NW, 1st floor auditorium. Attendance is important – we will have elections for CEF’s 2018 
Board and vote on CEF’s 2018 budget.  And of course, we’ll provide the traditional hot 
breakfast! 

https://cef.org/advocacy/5-cents-makes-sense/
https://cef.org/cef-budget-book/
https://cef.org/cef-budget-book/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdA60XmhlqbRiHO-LLNOkdchSRGE-i_QJTn3AZ8tioqWe8-Ig/viewform


  

My best, 

Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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