
 

 
 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 
  

Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

        FY 2018 “CR-omnibus” appropriations bill proposed – Last night, House Republicans circulated a 
proposed bill to keep the government running after the continuing resolution (CR) expires on 
December 22. The proposal is a non-starter for Democrats, who oppose it for many reasons.  The 
legislation extends funding for all non-defense programs until January 19, maintaining current levels 
except for a few “anomalies” that get specified funding levels.  The bill provides full-year funding for 
defense programs at levels far above the existing sequester-level caps for defense, which the bill 
lifts.  Democrats oppose the bill because it does not lift the non-defense discretionary (NDD) caps or 
fund NDD programs all year, lacking the parity between defense and NDD that Democrats want.  If 
the sequester is lifted for defense only, there would be little leverage to insist on raising the NDD 
caps, and there is wide agreement that the NDD cap is too low to pass funding bills in the Senate. 

        In addition, the bill does not contain a fix for Dreamers or disaster relief – both items that different 
groups in Congress have demanded be included in a year-end funding bill.  It’s possible that the 
House will pass this bill next week – likely without any Democratic support – after it acts on tax 
reform.  Senate Democrats oppose the bill, and could possibly delete the defense portion and send 
it back to the House as just a CR for all the government, with or without some of the other items 
included.  In short, it is clear this bill is not the solution to keeping the government running after 
December 22, but it’s not clear what the next step will be. 

        Tax reform conference yesterday – The House-Senate conference committee on the tax reform bill 
met for the first time yesterday, hours after news that a deal had already been reached.  The broad 
outlines have been reported in the press, but not the specifics of individual education-related 
provisions.  Bloomberg reports that the conference will not include the House provision that taxed 
graduate student tuition waivers (the House provision also repealed the tax exclusion for others, 
such as employees of colleges who get tuition waivers). 

II. Advocacy 

       CEF on the Hill next week – CEF is using the two-week period that Congress is trying to reach a 
budget deal to raise the NDD caps to meet with members of the Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittees.  We are reinforcing our main messages: encouraging them to push 



to eliminate the NDD sequester, ensure that the new allocation for their bill gets its fair share of the 
increased funding, and to use that funding to invest in education (these are the points we made in 
our last letter to Appropriations leadership).  Officers are meeting today with the Karyn Richman, 
the new education staffer for Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) of the House Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee.  In addition, we have invited Hill Teams members to sign up to 
attend meetings next week.  So far, we have scheduled the following meetings, with several 
requests still pending: 

o   Monday, Dec 18, 3:30pm, Rep. John Moolenaar (R-MI), staffer: Eva Vrana 

o   Tuesday, Dec 19, 11:30am, Rep. Martha Roby (R-AL), staffer: Ann Marie Harrison 

III. CEF Activities 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Dec. 15, 9-noon: CEF ANNUAL MEETING – breakfast at 9, speakers at 9:10. At University 
of California, 1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st floor auditorium.   Attendance is vital – we will 
have elections for CEF’s 2018 Board and vote on CEF’s 2018 budget.  We also have two 
excellent guest speakers to provide a bipartisan overview of the budget and appropriations 
action at the end of the year and the implications going forward.  The experts on budget policy, 
procedure, and the economy are: 

o   Bill Hoagland, Senior Vice President at the Bipartisan Policy Center, a Senate budget guru 
who worked for 21 years for the Senate Budget Committee Republican staff, in addition 
to positions at the Congressional Budget Office and the executive branch. 

o   Aaron Klein, Fellow in Economic Studies at the Brookings Institution and Policy Director of 
its Center on Regulations and Markets, who previously served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary at the Treasury Department and also as Chief Economist for the Senate 
Banking Committee Democratic staff.  

And of course, we’ll provide CEF’s traditional annual meeting hot breakfast as a bonus! 

        Friday, Jan. 5, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW.  Guest Speaker TBD 

        Friday, Jan. 12, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW.  Guest Speaker TBD 
  
  
      My best, 

  
      Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/11.30.17-NDD-cap-increase-and-302b-FINAL.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/person/g-william-hoagland/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/aaron-klein/
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