
 
  

Monday, December 18, 2017 
  

Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

        FY 2018 funding expires on Friday, with no deal yet – We’re still at a stand-off on government 
funding, with the continuing resolution (CR) keeping operations running at last year’s levels expiring 
on Friday night.  As I described on Thursday, House Republicans put forward a bill (H.J.Res. 124)  that 
funds the Department of Defense for the full fiscal year 2018 at levels far above the cap on defense 
spending but that funds all other government programs only until January 19.  This bill is going 
nowhere.  Democrats have said they will not support this bill and many Senate Republicans also 
rejected the bill, so it should be viewed only as the House Republican leadership offering what the 
Freedom Caucus wanted.  Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
said “The House bill is not going to pass over here,” and Senate Republicans are writing their own 
version.  An alternate plan could be yet another short-term CR for the whole government until 
January 19. That gives Congress about one month to settle on a budget deal raising both defense 
and non-defense discretionary caps, to address needs for disaster relief and an extension of the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (if it’s not included in the CR), as well as Democrats’ demands 
for a fix for Dreamers, and other priorities.  It’s possible there would still need to be yet another CR 
to implement the agreement and give time to finalize an omnibus appropriations bill. 

        Tax reform conference finalizes package – On Friday night, the House-Senate conference 
committee completed work finalizing a tax reform bill.  You can read the bill text here, the 
Republican summary here, and the joint explanatory statement here, which goes through each 
provision describing current law, the House and Senate provisions, and what is in the conference 
agreement.  The final bill does not include all the House bill’s changes to education-related tax 
provisions – in other words, it does not cut as many education-related tax cuts as the House bill did.  
In addition to provisions that are likely to affect state and local education funding, the direct 
changes to current education tax policy in the bill: 

o   Let families use tax-free 529 accounts for private K-12 education 

o   End qualified school construction bonds and Qualified Zone Academy Bonds 

o   Impose a new excise fee of 1.4% of net investment income on certain private colleges.  It 
applies to colleges with assets of at least $500,000 per student and that have more than 500 
tuition-paying students with at least half in the US. 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hjres124/BILLS-115hjres124ih.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20171218/CRPT-115HRPT-466.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/republicans.rules.house.gov/files/115/PDF/HR%201%20%5BCR%5D/TCJA%20Summary.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20171218/Joint%20Explanatory%20Statement.pdf


        Secretary DeVos testifies at congressional hearing on Wednesday – Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos will testify before the House Education and the Workforce Committee on Wednesday at a 
hearing titled “Examining the Policies and Priorities of the U.S. Department of Education.”  We’re 
told this is a general hearing, not focused on one particular area.  The hearing is at 2pm in room 
2175 Rayburn House Office Building and will be webcast.  

        New report on magnet schools – CEF member Magnet Schools of America just released 
“A Snapshot of Magnet Schools in America.” It includes statistics about magnet school admissions, 
enrollment, performance and case studies as well as a comprehensive tally of the 4,340 magnet 
schools serving nearly 3.5 million students across the country. 

 
II. Advocacy 

       CEF on the Hill – Last week, CEF officers met with Karyn Richman, the new education staffer for 
Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) of the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  She’s 
been on the job for about two weeks, but has staffed House Appropriations before, worked at the 
Office of Management and Budget, and most recently was the Acting Director of the Washington 
Office of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.  We provided her with CEF’s Budget Book 
and other materials, and have offered CEF’s members as resources for information about education 
programs. 

This week, CEF Hill Teams members are meeting with two other Labor-HHS member offices, and we 
have others pending for January (we will send invitations to sign up for meetings once they are 
scheduled).  

o   Monday, Dec 18, 3:30pm, Rep. John Moolenaar (R-MI), staffer: Eva Vrana 

o   Tuesday, Dec 19, 11:30am, Rep. Martha Roby (R-AL), staffer: Ann Marie Harrison 
  

III. CEF Activities 
  

        USSA rally against the tax bill tomorrow  – CEF member United States Student Assocation is holding 
a “Students Against the GOP Tax Bill” rally at the Hart Senate Office Building tomorrow at 11:30am-
2pm, and encourages participation.  You can find more information here.  Please RSVP to Joseline 
Garcia at  pres@usstudents.org. 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Jan. 5, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW.  Guest Speaker TBD 

        Friday, Jan. 12, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW.  Guest Speaker: Jacque Chevalier, 
House Education and Workforce Committee Democratic 

        Friday, Jan 26, 9-noon: CEF Membership retreat.  Details to come. 
  
      My best, 

http://magnet.edu/
http://magnet.edu/resources/research-studies/snapshot-of-magnet-schools-report
http://usstudents.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1958765564388073/
mailto:pres@usstudents.org
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