
 
  

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 
  

Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

         Tax reform: Two education provisions violate Senate Byrd Rule and will be removed  – Until 
Congress completes consideration of the Republican tax reform bill, action on everything else seems 
to have ground to a halt.  The House passed the tax bill this afternoon and sent it to the Senate, but 
the Senate parliamentarian has just ruled that three provisions of the bill violate the Byrd Rule that 
determines what can be included in a reconciliation bill.  That means if someone raises a point of 
order against the provisions – which Budget Committee Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-VT) said 
he and Finance Committee Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) will do - the Senate will strike the 
provisions before passage and send the bill back to the Housefor (another) final vote tomorrow. 
Senator Sanders stated that the one of the provisions violating the Byrd rule allows the use of 529 
college savings accounts for expenses related to home schooling, and another violation relates to 
the criteria used to determine whether a private university’s endowment is subject the bill’s new 
excise tax. 

         House introduces disaster relief bill with education funding – Last night, House Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) introduced a bill providing $81 billion in 
emergency supplemental disaster relief funding (this funding is not limited by the discretionary 
spending caps).  The bill, HR 4667, includes almost $3.6 billion for education-related recovery efforts 
in the wake of hurricanes, wildfires, and other disasters.  Congress has already approved two 
emergency disaster relief measures totaling $52 billion.  This new proposal could be attached to 
legislation to extend government funding beyond its expiration on Friday.  The proposal includes the 
following education-related items: 

o   Department of Education - $2.9 billion in aid modeled after recovery efforts following 
Hurricanes Katrina or Rita. It is designed to restart school operations, including for 
temporary impact aid for displaced students.  Within that total, it specifically 
provides $25 million for local educational agencies (LEAs) serving homeless children and $35 
million for Project SERV to help LEAs and institutions of higher education recover from a 
traumatic event that disrupted the learning environment. It sets aside up to $200 million for 
emergency assistance to higher education students (including financial aid) affected by the 
disasters and up to $120 million for higher education institutions affected enrolling 
displaced students. (see pages 55-66) 

https://www.budget.senate.gov/ranking-member/newsroom/press/parliamentarian-determines-three-provisions-in-republican-tax-bill-are-impermissible
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr4667/BILLS-115hr4667ih.pdf


o   Head Start - $650 million (see page 53) 

         FY 2018 funding expires on Friday, with no deal yet – Nothing has changed since Sheryl’s Update 
yesterday, except that we’re hearing some rumors (maybe threats designed to spur action?) that 
Congress could leave this weekend and come back on December 26 if it hasn’t settled government 
funding yet. Expect to see the House and Senate send funding bills back and forth this week.  House 
Republicans are sticking with their plan to pass a bill (H.J.Res. 124)  tomorrow – maybe with the new 
disaster request attached – that funds the Department of Defense for the full fiscal year 2018 at 
levels far above the cap on defense spending but that funds all other government programs only 
until January 19.  The Senate will make changes to the bill, requiring at least one more House vote.  
The Senate is likely to strip out the full-year defense funding and add other items such as 
reauthorization of the Children’s Health Insurance Program with different spending offsets than the 
House included, a waiver of the Statutory PAYGO sequester that would be triggered by the tax bill, 
and measures to stabilize the health insurance market that Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) insisted on 
before she would support the tax bill.  None of these proposals directly lead to year-long funding, 
which is going to require bipartisan agreement to raise the discretionary spending caps first. 

         Plan your 2018 vacations around Congress’s schedule! – Both chambers have now announced their 
2018 legislative schedules. You can find the tentative Senate calendar here and the House 
calendar here.  The major takeaways are that the Senate will be in session with only four weeks of 
recess in the first six months of the year and will be in session all of October – a rarity in an election 
year.  

II. Advocacy 

         CEF on the Hill – In the last week, CEF completed three Hill meetings with staff of Republicans on 
the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee, including Karyn Richman, the new 
Subcommittee staffer handling education in the last week.  Hill Teams also visited John Boothroyd 
(Rep. Moolenaar, R-MI) and Ann Marie Harrison (Rep. Roby, R-AL).  All were appreciative of 
receiving CEF’s Budget Book, provided their boss’s support for education funding in general, but did 
not have any crystal ball to predict what would happen regarding the need to extend government 
funding by Friday night or regarding a possible budget deal to raise the non-defense discretionary 
cap.  We will continue to make the rounds of House and Senate Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee members focusing on the need to increase federal education 
investments, while offering CEF’s resources to answer any questions. 

  

III. CEF Activities 
  

         CEF’s Annual Meeting – Thank you to all the CEF members who participated in Friday’s annual 
meeting – in person and on the conference line.  It has been a full year, and thanks to an active and 
informed membership, we’re prepared to continue our advocacy and outreach next year.  The slate 
of candidates recommended by the Committee on Nominations and Elections was approved, as was 
the proposed 2018 budget. You can find the budget and the 2017 year-end report on the 
secure Member Area of CEF’s website (if you are a member and do not yet have a log in, please 
submit your email where the website asks; if you have an email address that does not identify your 
organization, please let Sarah Abernathy (Abernathy@cef.org) know that you’ve submitted the 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hjres124/BILLS-115hjres124ih.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/2018_schedule.htm
https://www.majorityleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2018-Annual.pdf
https://cef.org/members/member-area/
mailto:Abernathy@cef.org


request).  CEF President Jeff Carter will make two more appointments to the Board by the end of the 
year. 

  

         CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

         Friday, Jan. 5, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW.  Guest Speaker TBD 

         Friday, Jan. 12, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW.  Guest Speaker: Jacque Chevalier, 
House Education and Workforce Committee Democratic 

         Friday, Jan 26, 9-noon: CEF Membership retreat.  Details to come. 
  

-          Sarah      
  

Sarah Abernathy, Deputy Executive Director 
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