
 
 
Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News  

        New House Republican plan to extend government funding – Government funding expires on 
Friday night, and House Republicans have coalesced around a plan to extend all funding at current 
levels (with a few exceptions) until January 19 and vote on a separate disaster relief bill providing 
emergency funding.  As described in an Update last week, House Republicans had proposed an 
appropriations bill (H.J.Res. 124) that funded the Department of Defense for the full fiscal year 2018 
at levels far above the existing cap on defense spending but that funded all non-defense 
government programs at current levels until just January 19.  That was a non-starter with Democrats 
and some Senate Republicans.  Today’s revised approach has two separate bills: 1) a continuing 
resolution (CR) until January 19 for all programs that has a $5 billion addition for defense 
programs and a few smaller “anomalies” for non-defense programs, a short-term extension of the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and a surveillance program under FISA , and a waiver for 
the required PAYGO sequester that would be triggered by the just-passed $1.5 trillion tax cut (see 
Rules Committee summary here); and 2)  an $81 billion supplemental funding bill for disaster relief 
(see Rules Committee summary here).  Democrats have vowed not to support either bill because the 
CR does not contain a budget deal to raise discretionary spending caps, have a long-term 
reauthorization for CHIP, or provide a fix for DREAMers who are losing protection under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.  Democrats oppose the disaster relief bill on the 
grounds that it does not adequately provide relief for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  As a result, 
Republicans need to pass the bill on their own, which requires the support of their defense hawks, 
who wanted full-year defense funding at the higher levels, and others who oppose providing 
disaster relief without offsetting spending cuts elsewhere. 

        Senate passage not guaranteed – Once/if the House passes these two bills, they go to the Senate, 
which is not guaranteed to pass the bills without amending them.  It sets up a game of chicken, with 
the House suggesting it will leave after passing the bill, which precludes consideration of any 
changes the Senate may make.  Ultimately, it seems likely that government funding will be extended 
until January 19, but all the issues still remain that have blocked getting a deal to raise defense and 
non-defense discretionary caps and then fund all programs for a full year. 

II. CEF Board and schedule 

        CEF Board finalized – Last Friday, CEF’s membership voted in 3 officers (who serve one-year terms) 
and 4 Board members (who serve two-year terms), and CEF President Jeff Carter has announced 
that his additional appointments to the Board are Cyndy Littlefield and Noelle Ellerson Ng.  They join 
the members from 2017 who remain to serve their second year.  The 16-person Board is listed 
below (those marked with * will serve for 2018 and 2019): 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hjres124/BILLS-115hjres124ih.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/republicans.rules.house.gov/files/115/PDF/HR%201%20%5BCR%5D/Section-by-Section%20Summary.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/republicans.rules.house.gov/files/115/PDF/HR%204667%20%5BDisaster%20Relief%5D/HR%204667%20Summary.pdf


Jeff Carter, Vice President, National Coalition for Literacy 
Stephanie Giesecke, Vice President, National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
Valerie Williams, Treasurer, National Association of State Directors of Special Education 
Jocelyn Bissonnette, Past President, National Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
Russell Armstrong, Washington Partners 
Ally Bernstein, International Society for Technology in Education 
*Sarah Cohen, American Federation of Teachers 
*Jim Gelb, California State University 
*Cyndy Littlefield, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
Luis Maldonado, Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 
*Noelle Ellerson Ng, AASA, The School Superintendents Association 
Ron Painter, National Association of Workforce Boards 
*Stephen Payne, National Association of Student Financial Aid Officers 
*Kelly Vaillancourt Strobach, National Association of School Psychologists 
Joshua Westfall, National PTA 
Corey Williams, National Education Association 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Jan. 5, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW.  Guest Speaker TBD 

        Friday, Jan. 12, 9-11am: at AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave, NW.  Guest Speaker: Jacque Chevalier, 
House Education and Workforce Committee Democratic 

        Friday, Jan. 19 – NO CEF MEETING 

        Friday, Jan 26, 9-noon: CEF Membership retreat.  Details to come. 

        Next Updates in January – We are taking a break next week, and will return on January 2 with 
information and plans for 2018.  I hope everyone has a happy new year! 

 
      My best, 
      Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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