
 
  

Monday, June 18, 2018 
  

Dear CEF Members: 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

•        House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations mark-up on Wednesday – On Friday morning, the 
House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee approved its draft fiscal year 2019 bill 
without changes, choosing to wait to offer amendments at the full Committee markup this 
Wednesday, June 20.  The markup will also include the State-Foreign Operations bill as well as an 
adjustment of the subcommittee allocations (known as the 302(b) allocations).  The Committee is 
currently planning to mark up the State-Foreign Operations bill before the Labor-HHS-Education bill, 
and in fact, may recess the markup around 4pm and resume it on Thursday, but that schedule hasn’t 
yet been announced.  The allocation adjustment will presumably decrease the allocation for the 
Homeland Security bill, which is the only bill not yet marked up in subcommittee.  The three-bill 
appropriations package the House approved two weeks ago included $1.1 billion above the 
combined allocation (the extra funding was for health care), which must be offset elsewhere or else 
the total will exceed the non-defense discretionary (NDD) cap set by law for the year. 

o   Invitation to join Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro’s (D-CT) conference call on the bill 
tomorrow at noon – Rep. DeLauro is hosting a conference call with interested parties 
to discuss the bill tomorrow, June 19, at noon.  Call-in number: 1-712-832-8308, Access 
Code: 923 9557.  Please RSVP to Rep. DeLauro’s chief of staff, Leticia Mederos 
(Leticia.Mederos@mail.house.gov) if you plan to join. 

o   Last week’s subcommittee markup - At Friday’s subcommittee markup all the Democratic 
members and a couple of the Republicans made opening remarks, with the Democrats 
objecting to the bill’s freeze in total funding despite the $18 billion increase Congress 
provided for NDD funding for FY 2019. They noted the many good things the Subcommittee 
was able to fund last year with the extra funding Congress provided then, and cited new and 
on-going needs this year’s bill failed to address, including school safety programs, worker 
training, and the Special Olympics.  Democrats also decried several policy riders. 

•        Senate HELP Committee markup of Perkins CTE postponed until next week – Due to scheduling 
conflicts with Senate floor action on appropriations bills, the Senate HELP Committee is postponing 
its planned markup of the Perkins Career and Technical Education Act.  Chairman Lamar Alexander 
(R-TN) and Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) announced that they are making “significant 
progress” in negotiating a bipartisan bill, and the markup will  be rescheduled for June 26 or June 
27.   
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•        House Budget Committee markup possible this week – Although it’s not yet scheduled, the House 
Budget Committee may mark up a FY 2019 budget resolution this week.  Chairman Steve Womack 
(R-AR) has said he wants to produce a budget that will balance over ten years.  It will likely use 
economic assumptions that assume greater growth than the Congressional Budget Office’s baseline 
estimates and will assume huge cuts in mandatory spending and NDD discretionary spending.  
However, if the Committee marks up a budget, it is not likely to advance to the floor as conservative 
Republicans and Democrats will oppose the resolution for different reasons;  conservatives do not 
support the higher NDD levels Congress has already approved for FY 2019, and Democrats will not 
support the deep cuts in non-defense spending in the years following FY 2019.  Since the Senate has 
not shown any signs of marking up a budget resolution, there is not much impetus for the House to 
move on its version (for reconciliation instructions to provide fast-track consideration of tax cuts or 
mandatory spending cuts in the Senate, both the House and Senate must pass the same budget 
resolution with those reconciliation instructions).   

•        CEF’s job board – We have posted AFSCME’s job opening for a Legislative Affairs Specialist III on 
CEF’s job board, which lists a number of available jobs with CEF members.  The job board is on the 
members-only section of the CEF website.   

II.  Advocacy  

•        Training for CEF’s July 18 Hill Day provided this Friday at the CEF quarterly committee meeting – If 
you haven’t lobbied with CEF before (or if interns or new staff in your organization haven’t visited 
Hill offices before), here’s your chance to learn how!  At this Friday’s quarterly committee meeting, 
Hill Teams will provide an orientation to lobbying for CEF from 10-10:30 in the committee breakout 
session.  We encourage you to invite anyone in your organization who might join in CEF’s July 18 Hill 
day, or who would otherwise benefit from a primer on what to say and do in a meeting with an 
education Hill staff, how to prepare, and what to expect.   

o   July 18 CEF Hill day – We are hoping for broad participation by CEF members and their 
networks in our Hill Day on July 18 – please sign up here if you, others in your organization, 
or any of your grassroots membership would like to join a Hill lobbying team that 
afternoon.  We’ll get everyone together at 1pm in 1334 Longworth House Office Building to 
provide an overview of what CEF is asking for, distribute CEF t-shirts to wear and CEF bags to 
carry with our advocacy materials, put people in their lobbying groups, and then head off to 
meetings that CEF is setting up for that afternoon.  (If you’re interested, we provided all 
details in the Update on June 12.) 

III.  Events  

•        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

•        Friday, June 22, 9-11am: Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Brad Middleton, Education LA, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) – note 
that the speaker is coming at 9:30am, and committees will meet from 10-11am. 

•        Friday, June 29, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW. Guest speaker: Robin Juliano, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 
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•        Friday, July 6: No CEF meeting (Congress is in recess). 

•        Friday, July 13, 9-11am: at AASCU, 1307 NY Ave, NW.  Guest speaker: Rebecca Howard, LA, 
Senator Doug Jones (D-AL). 

•        Wed., July 18, 1pm-5pm: CEF Hill Day.   

•        Friday, July 20, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Lakeisha 
Steele, LA, Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR). 

•        Friday, July 27, 9-11am: at AFSCME, 1625 L ST, NW, conference room.  Guest speaker: Moira 
Lenehan-Razzuri, LA, Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI). 

•        Friday, August 3, 9-11am: location TBD.  Guest speaker: Vincent Sarubbi, LA, Rep. Donald 
Norcross (D-NJ). 

  
  
      My best, 

  
      Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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