
 

 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 

 

Dear CEF Members: 

 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

 
 Trump 2018 budget to slash spending – The Hill reports that the Trump 

Administration’s fiscal year 2018 budget request will dramatically cut domestic 

discretionary spending by even more than the conservative Republican Study 

Committee’s (RSC’s) budget that failed to pass the Republican House.  Rep. Mick 

Mulvaney (R-SC), the nominee for Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget, is a founder of the RSC and pushed its budget.  Reportedly the 2018 

budget outline, likely to be released near the end of February or early March, will 

be based on a 2017 budget proposal by the Heritage Foundation that includes the 

following education-related proposals: 

o Eliminate competitive and project grant funding under the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (cuts $1.5 billion) and reduce Education’s formula funding 

by 10 percent (cuts $2.3 billion) 

o Eliminate job training programs under the Workforce Innovation and 

Opportunity Act (cuts $3.4 billion)  

o Phase out Head Start, cutting funding by 10 percent each year (cuts $935 

million the first year) 

o Require the use of so-called “fair value accounting” for credit programs 

such as student loans; this has the effect of making loan programs appear 

to be more expensive than they are under the current credit scoring laws. 

o Eliminate the cap on Coverdell Savings Accounts 

 

Although the report on the Trump budget does not list education cuts, it 

apparently will cut spending by $10.5 trillion over ten years through steep cuts to 

the Commerce, Energy, Transportation, Justice, and State Departments.   

 

 Department of Education withdraws “supplement-not-supplant” draft 

regulation – The Education Department has stopped work on a controversial 

regulation it proposed in August on how to implement part of the Every Student 

Succeeds Act.  The Trump Administration and the Republican Congress seemed 

http://thehill.com/policy/finance/314991-trump-team-prepares-dramatic-cuts?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5779
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2016/02/a-blueprint-for-balance-a-federal-budget-for-2017
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2017/01/essa_john_b_king_jr_withdraws_.html?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=campaignk-12
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2017/01/essa_john_b_king_jr_withdraws_.html?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=campaignk-12


primed to repeal a final rule under the Congressional Review Act, which would 

have then prohibited the creation of another regulation until after Congress passed 

a new education law.   
 

 Consumer bureau sues Navient loan servicer – Yesterday the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau sued the nation’s largest student loan company, 

charging that it makes it harder for  borrowers at every stage of repayment, and 

seeking to recover relief for borrowers.  Navient services loans for more than 12 

million borrowers, including 6 million accounts through its contract with the 

Department of Education.  The suit charges that Navient and two subsidiaries 

failed to correctly allocate payments to borrowers’ accounts and steered 

struggling borrowers away from repayment plans that would lower their costs, 

among other charges. 
 

II. Events 
 

 CEF members’ retreat next week on Friday, January 27 – Please make an 

effort to attend our upcoming members’ retreat.  This is your chance to help set 

plans for CEF activities for this year and join the committees that will implement 

them.  Speakers still to be announced.  The retreat is Friday, January 27, 8:45am-

1pm at the University of California (1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 1st Floor 

Auditorium). 

 

 Briefing: Infrastructure and CTE – The US Senate Career and Technical 

Education Caucus is sponsoring a briefing on how federal policy can support the 

intersection of infrastructure and CTE.  The briefing is on Tuesday, January 24 in 

385 Russell Senate Office Building from 1:30-2:30pm.  Click here for more 

information, and rsvp to Jarrod Nagurka at jnagurka@acteonline.org. 

 

 CLASP webinar: Serving Low-Income Adult Students with State Financial 

Aid – The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) and Education 

Commission for the States are holding a webinar to address challenges and 

discuss opportunities around state financial aid programs and their accessibility to 

adult learners.  The webinar is on Thursday, January 26, 1-2pm.  More 

information and registration is here.  

 

My best, 

 

Sheryl 

 

 

Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 
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