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I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• President-elect Biden unveils a $1.9 trillion COVID-relief package with education funding – Tonight 
President-elect Biden is announcing a $1.9 trillion COVID-relief package that includes $170 billion in 
funding for education, among many other provisions.  The lengthy summary is attached, and the 
Washington Post has it online here.  I will update the comparison matrix and funding charts for 
tomorrow! 

• Education goal - The plan aims to provide enough support for a robust vaccination plan, treatment, 
and funding to reopen a majority of K-8 schools safely within 100 days. The education-related 
funding includes:  

o $170 billion for K-12 and higher education – So far, Congress has enacted almost $113 
billion for Department of Education relief programs.  The plan includes the following: 

o $130 billion for elementary and secondary education – This is about twice what 
Congress has already enacted in K-12 relief funding.  The funding can be used for a 
range of costs to make in-person education safe, including technology to close the 
homework gap, offer counseling and address social and emotional needs in addition 
to academic needs, create smaller classes, provide personal protective equipment, 
cover extra transportation and cleaning costs, and other new costs. There will be 
some requirements that states use the funds in low-income and areas hit hardest by 
COVID-19.  

o $35 billion for the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund – Funds will support 
public colleges and both public and private Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities and Minority Serving Institutions to provide online learning and to 
provide emergency grants to students.  

o $5 billion for Governors to support education that has been hardest hit by COVID-
19. These funds can be used for PreK-higher education.  

o $40 billion for child care funding plus tax credits – Congress has previously enacted $13.5 
billion in relief funding. This plan includes the following: 

o $15 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grant to help people to help 
millions of parents return to work.   

https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/biden-s-emergency-coronavirus-plan/93eaf097-0e81-4ea2-90f6-d0f4b7937b22/?itid=lk_interstitial_manual_5


o $25 billion for an emergency stabilization fund for child care providers. 

o Expands child care tax credits for one year – the plan also expands the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit for one year. 

o $350 billion in state and local fiscal relief – States use almost half their funding for 
education.  There was heated debate about whether to include state and local relief funding 
in the bill enacted in December, which ultimately did not include any of this support. 

 


