
 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Congressional Budget Office to release Pell Grant updates and its budget and economic report 
next week – The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) will release its annual update of budget and 
economic data on January 28 at 2pm, including new baseline estimates for the Pell Grant 
program.  CBO updates its spending, revenue, and economic forecasts each January.  After the 
President’s budget is submitted to Congress, CBO revises its estimates based on the official Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) data for fiscal year 2019 into a spring “baseline” that is used for 
scoring the cost of all legislation for the rest of the year.  CBO revises its baseline a final time in the 
summer, but those estimates are not used for scoring purposes. Of particular interest to the higher 
education community, next week CBO will publish its new baseline estimates for the Pell Grant 
program that show the projected cost of the program assuming no increase in the maximum grant 
as well as the size of the current surplus in the program.  With the spring baseline CBO will publish a 
table for the various student loan programs showing the programs’ loan volume, costs using two 
different methods of estimating (the first is under the Federal Credit Reform Act, which is what the 
law requires and which shows negative costs for future years, meaning the programs on net bring in 
money to the federal government; and the second method uses so-called “Fair Value” procedures 
that include an extra estimated cost of doing business), projected interest rates, and subsidy rates. 

• House Democrats propose emergency funding for Puerto Rico, including $100 million for 
education – On Thursday, House Appropriations Committee chair Nita Lowey (D-NY) released a 
bill to provide $3.35 billion in emergency disaster relief aid for Puerto Rico, including $100 million 
for schools recovering from recent natural disasters.  Like all emergency funding, this proposed 
funding would not be counted under the cap on non-defense discretionary spending.  

• CEF 2020 membership renewal – Thank you to those who have already sent in your membership 
renewal for 2020.  CEF membership runs from January to January, and we sent out renewal notices 
last month – I’ve attached the form in case it is helpful.  We are excited about our plans for this year 
and look forward to working with you to further increase the federal investment in education. 
Details: 

o Dues have not changed for years, and are staying at the current rates.  
o Membership dues and the renewal forms and due by February 14.  We will send an invoice 

for the dues once we receive your updated membership form.   

• CEF job board – Don’t forget to check out the CEF job board – on the member area of the CEF 
website – including the newest listings: 



o Advance CTE – Communications and State Engagement Associate and Communications 
Associate 

II.  Advocacy 

• Hill Teams visits this week – CEF has three meetings this week, with requests for additional 
meetings still pending.  CEF Hill Teams members are meeting on Wednesday with Bradley Solyan, 
the education staffer for Rep. Lois Frankel (D-FL), and on Thursday with Rachel Thompson, the 
education staffer for Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA); both are members of the House Labor-
HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  On Thursday we also have a meeting 
with Michael Black, the education staffer for newly sworn-in Senator Kelly Loeffler (R-GA), who is on 
the HELP Committee.  Once Hill meetings are scheduled we send an invitation to participate to those 
who are on CEF’s Hill Teams and Advocacy Committee.  Everyone will have a chance to sign up to 
join any or all CEF’s committee at the upcoming Membership Retreat on January 31. 

III.  Events 

• American School Counselor Association briefing on Jan. 29 – CEF member the American School 
Counselor Association (ASCA) is holding a luncheon briefing on “The School Counselor Role in 
Creating Safe and Supportive Schools Through Prevention and Early Interventions” on January 29, 
12:30 -2:00pm in SVC 212 of the Capitol Visitor Center.  Please RSVP here by January 23.  

• Public Schools Week, February 24-28 – The many CEF members who are organizational supporters 
of Public Schools Week invite you to get involved in their activities that week. You can learn about it 
at this website. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, January 24 – no CEF meeting during House recess. 
• Friday, January 31 – 9-11 a.m. at University of California (1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 

auditorium).  This is our Membership Retreat, and the first quarterly Committee planning 
meeting.  We encourage everyone to attend, and to sign up for the committees that you’d like 
to be a part of next year.  

• Friday, February 7 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium). Special Focus: 
CEF social media plans for the year, guidance from a communications specialist.  We encourage 
CEF members to bring their communications coworkers to this meeting. 

• Friday, February 14 – 9-11 a.m. (Location TBD): Guest speaker: Frannie Einterz, Rep. Katherine 
Clark (D-MA). 

• Friday, February 21 - no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
 


