
 
Monday, January 27, 2020 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• IDEA funding went up but the federal share of total costs declined – Although Congress increased 
funding for special education grants to state (IDEA Part B) by $400 million for fiscal year (FY) 2020, 
the federal share of the “excess” cost of educating students with disabilities actually fell from 
14.3 percent in FY 2019 to an estimated 13 percent in FY 2020.  (The FY 2019 estimate comes from 
the Congressional Research Service, and the FY 2020 estimate was provided to us by the 
Department of Education.)  This happens when the number of students needing services increases 
and/or as the intensity of needed services increases.  When Congress enacted the first special 
education law in 1975, it pledged to provide up to 40 percent of the excess cost of educating 
students with disabilities but has never come close to this “full funding” percentage. Federal law 
mandates that school systems provide a free appropriate public education to all students, regardless 
of the federal contribution.  As a result, when the federal share of the costs declines schools need to 
use more of their state and local funding for special education.  If the federal government increased 
its share of the costs then more state and local education funding would be available to cover other 
education needs.  For FY 2020, Congress would have had to triple the $12.8 billion it provided to 
reach the full funding. This is just one example that the education community can highlight when 
explaining the need for a greater federal investment in education. 

• Education Department (ED) funding tables coming soon – ED tells us that it expects any day now it 
will post updated funding tables showing the FY 2020 enacted funding level.  Its FY 2020 
Congressional Action table will show final funding levels for all programs (don’t forget that you can 
find CEF’s handy table online here!).  ED’s state tablesat the bottom of that webpage show how 
much each state gets for all its federal formula funding, or how the formula funded programs are 
divided among the states.  Those state tables are usually updated when the President’s next budget 
is submitted, so they will eventually show the FY 2019 and FY 2020 enacted levels and estimates for 
FY 2021 assuming the President’s budget levels. 

• No education-related hearings or markups this week – We will keep you informed when the 
Appropriations and education authorizing committee have relevant hearings or markups planned, 
but there is nothing in the works this week.  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is releasing its 
annual budget and economic outlook tomorrow at 2pm, and we will share the links for CBO’s 
updated Pell Grant funding tables. 

• CEF 2020 membership renewal – Thank you to those who have already sent in your membership 
renewal for 2020.  CEF membership runs from January to January, and we sent out renewal notices 
last month, and I’ve attached the form again in case it is helpful.  We are excited about our plans for 



this year and look forward to working with you to further increase the federal investment in 
education. Membership dues and the renewal forms and due by February 14.  We will send an 
invoice for the dues once we receive your updated membership form.  

II.  Advocacy 

• Hill Teams visits last week – CEF Hill Teams and Advocacy Committee members participated in 
three meetings last week.  

o Rep. Lois Frankel (D-FL) – Bradley Solyan noted that her priorities in the Labor-HHS-
Education appropriations bill last year included $7 million for veterans student service 
centers funded within FIPSE and an increase for Head Start.  For FY 2020, she wants to focus 
on smaller programs, and has a district-specific interest in education and workforce-
programs related to the boating industry. 

o Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA) - Rachel Thompson, Rep. Herrera Beutler’s new 
education staffer, highlighted that Congresswoman’s priorities include Pell grants; the 
National Institutes of Health funding, especially kidney-related research (her daughter was 
born without kidneys); maternal health; and unaccompanied minors.  

o Senator Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) - Michael Black, who was also the education staffer for the 
Senator’s predecessor, noted that unlike Senator Isakson, she does not have a long 
background in education.  She is excited to be on the HELP Committee. 

III.  Events 

• Public Schools Week, February 24-28 – The many CEF members who are organizational supporters 
of Public Schools Week invite you to get involved in their activities that week. You can learn about it 
at this website. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, January 31 – 9-11 a.m. at University of California (1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, 

auditorium).  This is our Membership Retreat, and the first quarterly Committee planning 
meeting.  We hope you all will attend, help plan our activities for the year, and sign up for the 
committees that you’d like to join.  

• Friday, February 7 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium). Special focus on 
social media: CEF’s plans for the year including highlighting our members’ events, guidance on 
best practices from communications specialists from the American Library Association and the 
National Education Association.  We encourage CEF members to bring their communications 
coworkers to this meeting. 

• Friday, February 14 – 9-11 a.m. at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW, 4th floor).  Guest speaker: 
Frannie Einterz, Rep. Katherine Clark (D-MA). 

• Friday, February 21 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
 


