
 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• Welcome to 2021! – It’s the fifth day of the new year and the fourth month of the new fiscal year, 
and while some things are set (fiscal year 2021 appropriations were signed into law in late 
December – see CEF’s education funding table here – and Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) is the new Chair 
of the House Appropriations Committee), many other things that could impact education funding 
are still to be decided (which party controls the Senate, whether President-elect’s selection 
of Connecticut’s Commissioner of Education Miguel Cardona to be Secretary of Education is 
confirmed, the path of the pandemic, etc.). CEF will be active this year, that is for sure! We’re 
starting out with Friday meetings where the guest speakers are the key House education funding 
and policy staffers. 

• Staff at the House Education and Labor Committee – Jacque Chevalier Mosely has left the House 
Education and Labor Committee, where she served as Director of Education Policy.  The Committee 
is assessing its staffing needs but the current staff is listed below (note that some of the staff will be 
speaking to CEF at our Friday meeting on January 15).  We’ll let you know of any other education 

staffing changes as we hear about them.   

o Early Childhood Education: paula.daneri@mail.house.gov 
o K12 Education: lakeisha.steele@mail.house.gov 
o Higher Education: Katherine.valle@mail.house.gov 
o Education Oversight: Benjamin.sinoff@mail.house.gov 

II.  Preparing CEF for the year  

• Renewing your CEF membership for 2021 – A big thanks to the many of you who have already sent 
in your membership renewal forms for 2021.  Our coalition is effective because it actively represents 
the education community, and we rely on our members for so much. The stronger we are, the more 
impact we can have towards the goal of increasing the federal investment in education.  The 
membership renewal form is on CEF’s website here, and is due by February 12.  However, it is 
helpful for planning purposes if you can let us know as soon as possible if you plan to renew, which 
we hope everyone does!  The renewal form is also an opportunity to tell us who you in your 
organization should receive the CEF Updates and to revise your description for CEF’s 2021 
membership directory.  Our bookkeeper will send an invoice for the dues after we receive the 
renewal form, or if nothing has changed we can use your form from last year.  Dues can be paid by 
check, credit card, or through the member page of the CEF website. 
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https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Membership-Packet-fillable-1.pdf


• Membership on CEF’s five working committees – This week we emailed the members of all five of 
CEF’s committees asking if they want to remain on the committees.  CEF members can join as many 
or as few committees as they like, and can be more or less active depending on their needs.  If you’d 
like to be added to a committee that you’re not yet on, please email me.  Each committee has a 
monthly planning Zoom call, meets at our quarterly committee meetings (the next one is January 
29) to plan activities for the year, and gets periodic emails as the situation 
warrants.  The committees are: 

o Advocacy and Hill Teams – Members can join the Hill meetings CEF schedules throughout 
the year and on our summer Advocacy Day.  This committee helps plan our events other 
than research briefings and the gala.  It is also instrumental in our advocacy by helping CEF 
find participants for briefings and roundtable meetings with in-state education stakeholders 
with a few Members of Congress and by working in concert with the Social Media 
Committee on virtual advocacy. 
 
 

o Social Media Committee – Members help plan our social media outreach – Twitter chats on 
various topics, updating our #HearOurEdStories social media toolkit, working to cross-
pollinate our advocacy with our members, publicizing other events, etc.  We’d like to be 
more active on social media this year and welcome suggestions. 

o Research Committee – Members develop topics for briefings and help find panelists.  This 
Committee also helps plan the annual conference associated with our fall Gala.  The topic 
isn’t always research-oriented, but must be something interesting to both CEF members and 
congressional education staffers, with the goal of having it be topical and tied to current 
legislative efforts and priorities.  

o Membership and Bylaws Committee – CEF relies heavily on this Committee to suggest 
other organizations and institutions that might be interested in joining CEF.  We hold several 
(now virtual) outreach “lunches” with potential members that include members of this 
committee to talk about why they are CEF members.  This Committee is also the sounding 
board for questions that come up around CEF’s bylaws and helps keep us informed of 
membership satisfaction issues. 

o Gala Committee – This year planning for our gala will depend upon what will be safe and 
appropriate by September 28, the date of our postponed reservation at the 
InterContinental-The Wharf.  The Committee does outreach in the spring to past sponsors 
and ticket-purchasers as well as contacting potential new sponsors.  In the early summer, 
the Committee reviews nominations and makes a recommendation for the Board of 
Directors of whom to honor at the gala.  It helps select a keynote speaker and is involved 
with other activities we decide to do regarding the gala.   

• CEF’s website – Our website has a lot of information for the public and other info just for CEF 
members.  The public information includes: 

o CEF charts and funding tables – see the “charts” page for current and past charts and tables 
on education funding 

https://cef.org/about/bylaws/
https://cef.org/charts-and-resources/charts/


o CEF’s budget book – see the “budget book” page for the electronic version of the book, 
downloadable charts, and the video of the July briefing with panelists discussing education 
funding needs  

o Advocacy materials – We have fact sheets, the #HearOurEdStories social media toolkit , 
and CEF’s letters to Congress and the Administration 

o Events: videos and photos – We have videos of the two congressional briefings we held last 
fall along with photos from past CEF galas 

o About CEF – The complete list of CEF members, the 2021 Board of Directors and staff, past 
presidents, and more 

o CEF membership information – The “Member” page has a brochure and the 2021 
membership form.  It also has a password-protected area with information only for CEF 
members.  If you don’t already have access, fill out your email address and create a 
password, and as long as we recognize your email you’ll generally have access within 1 
business day.  The member-only area has past CEF Updates, the videos from recent research 
briefings that were open only to CEF members, the 2020 CEF Directory, a job board with 
postings from CEF members, and a portal to pay dues.  

III. Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -   
• Friday, Jan. 8 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speakers: House Labor-HHS-

Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 
• Friday, Jan. 15 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speakers: House Education 

and Labor Committee Democratic staff.  
• Friday, Jan. 22 – No CEF Meeting. 
• Friday, Jan. 29 - 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET, Zoom quarterly committee meeting.  This is the first chance 

for CEF’s committees (Advocacy and Hill Teams, Social Media, Research, Membership and 
Bylaws, and Gala planning) to meet and work on plans for the year.  We will hold monthly 
planning calls with each committee throughout the year. 

• Friday, Feb. 5 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
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