
 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 

  
Dear CEF Members,  

  

Yesterday’s riot at the Capitol has shaken us all, and we wanted to first reach out to make sure everyone 
was ok – or as ok as one can be after the horrifying events.  We’re hoping that this will be a wake-up call 
about the direction things have been going and the need for leaders to be clear publicly about how our 
government works and the values it stands for: democracy, equality, and freedom, to name a few. We 
can hope it will lead to some productive soul-searching and positive action among both the public and 
the country’s leadership.  

The first clear step was taken last night, when Congress returned to certify the outcome of the 
presidential election.  We will have a new President on January 20 and Congress will immediately turn to 
working on the many pressing priorities.  We’ll be focusing on the CEF goals and will be working on 
behalf of education funding with the support and friendship of this community.   

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• A Democratic 117th Congress – With both Democrats winning in the Georgia Senate runoff 
elections, the prospects for legislative action in the 117th Congress just improved dramatically, as did 
the outlook for enacting some of President-elect Biden’s agenda.  With Democrats holding the 
tiniest of margins in both the House and the Senate, it will still be difficult to pass controversial bills 
but Congress could use the budget reconciliation process that makes it easier to pass spending and 
revenue legislation in the Senate.  After January 20th or whenever the Senate is fully constituted, we 
expect to see legislation starting to move on top priorities like additional COVID relief. 

• Overview of budget reconciliation – The attached memorandum provides a high-level overview of 
the budget reconciliation process as well as some legislative priorities that Democrats could 
consider using reconciliation to pass.  In short, a reconciliation bill cannot be filibustered in the 
Senate so needs only a simple majority to pass, not 60 votes.  Reconciliation bills have strict limits on 
what can be included: for the education world, a reconciliation bill would only affect mandatory 
spending and education tax breaks – it would not include appropriations.  The 2010 reconciliation 
bill was used to make big changes to student loan programs and to invest some of the savings into 
mandatory spending for Pell grants. 

Some reconciliation primers: 

o ACG Budget Reconciliation Primer 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:9970d9de-b104-4183-93d3-4d19c9820ad0


o Overview of Budget Reconciliation Process from the House Budget Committee 

• State allocations of Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund and Governors Fund 
– While I haven’t yet seen anything from the Department of Education or the Appropriations 
Committee showing estimated state allocations from the $81.9 billion in newly enacted funding for 
the education relief funds, CEF member the Learning Policy Institute has made some 
estimates.  LPI‘s estimated state allocations from the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Fund are here, and the attached excel spreadsheet also includes LPI’s estimate of the share of 
the Governors fund for public schools.  The $4.05 billion Governors Relief Fund sets aside $2.75 
billion for private K-12 schools, and LPI is estimating that the remaining $1.3 billion will flow to 
public K-12 education in addition to the $54.3 billion in the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund.  We will share the allocations for the higher education fund once we see 
them. 

• Rep. Mondaire Jones (D-NY) appointed to House Education and Labor Committee – On Tuesday, 
House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announced additional Democratic appointments to House 
Committee, including freshman Rep. Mondaire Jones (D-NY) to the Education and Labor 
Committee.  Not all committee rosters are yet complete.  

II. Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -   
• Friday, Jan. 8 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speakers: House Labor-HHS-

Education Appropriations Subcommittee Democratic staff. 
• Friday, Jan. 15 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speakers: House Education 

and Labor Committee Democratic staff.  
• Friday, Jan. 22 – No CEF Meeting. 
• Friday, Jan. 29 - 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET, Zoom quarterly committee meeting.  This is the first chance 

for CEF’s committees (Advocacy and Hill Teams, Social Media, Research, Membership and 
Bylaws, and Gala planning) to meet and work on plans for the year.  We will hold monthly 
planning calls with each committee throughout the year. 

• Friday, Feb. 5 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 

 

https://budget.house.gov/publications/fact-sheet/budget-reconciliation-basics#Reconciliation10
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/ESSERF-State-Funding_TABLE.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/1521-0
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/92408107897?pwd=d2pSc3Q5c0dDZDg2R3ZQMk85QTE5dz09&from=addon
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/98002312497?pwd=aHZ3VEJLNWxCb3pRY0VXNE9sSjAxQT09&from=addon
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/91536260686?pwd=MkcvWWtGZ3BYdFZhb0E0R0xmQ3NoZz09&from=addon
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/95614177538?pwd=SnlKL01MTVJnNUNmRTNPWDMzc0NFZz09&from=addon

