
 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• President’s FY 2021 budget request to be released February 10 – The President’s fiscal year (FY) 
2021 budget will be submitted to Congress one week late, on February 10.  House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi has invited the President to deliver his State of the Union address on February 4, so we could 
get a preview of some budgetary highlights then. 

• Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Chairman Blunt encourages “realistic” Administration 
budget – Noting that even though the caps for defense and non-defense discretionary spending are 
already set for FY 2021, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Roy Blunt 
(R-MO) suggested that the Administration could make the appropriations process smoother if it 
submitted a FY 2021 budget that is more realistic than his past budgets.  The House and Senate 
Appropriations Committee will divide the total discretionary funding among the 12 government 
funding bills, and Blunt said that Congress would likely again ignore the President’s request for steep 
spending cuts. 

• Members of Congress with education backgrounds – PoliticoPro’s Datapoint on Education just 
produced a graphic (attached) showing the more than 150 Members of Congress who have 
backgrounds in education – as teachers, administrators, or board members.  It lists the members of 
the two education authorizing committees with education backgrounds – information that may be 
useful as we target our advocacy to increase federal education investments.  Last year, CEF compiled 
a list of who in the 116th Congress had ties to the education field that included who had spouses 
involved in education, which is a topic that often comes up in Hill visits. 

II.  Events  

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, January 10 - 9-11 a.m. at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW, 9th floor): Guest speaker: Mike 

Gentile, Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee. 
• Friday, January 17 - 9-11 a.m. at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW, Board Room.  Guest Speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 24 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Friday, January 31 - 9-11 a.m. Location TBD.  This is our Membership Retreat, and the first 

quarterly Committee planning meeting. We encourage everyone to attend, and to sign up for 
the committees that you’d like to be a part of next year.  We’ll send information about this in 
advance. 

 


