
 

Thursday, October 14, 2021 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• 2020 NAEP report card shows declines in math and reading scores for 13-year-olds – Yesterday the 
Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) released the 2020 NAEP 
“Nation’s Report Card” that reported a drop in 13-year-old math and reading scores compared with 
2012 – the first time there had been a drop in about 50 years.  The 2020 National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) Long-Term Trend Reading and Mathematics Results at Ages 9 and 13 
were concluded before the pandemic began, and scores for the lowest-performing students 
declined from 2012 to 2020, a very troubling trend. Some research shows that the cut in education 
spending following the Great Recession – when these students were just starting school – could be 
part of the cause, which supports CEF’s advocacy mission to increase effective investments all along 
the education continuum. 

• Reminder: nominations for CEF’s 2022 Board of Directors are due Nov. 5 – The CEF Update 
of 10.5.21 included the full details about nominations to serve on CEF’s Board of Directors next year 
and the election in December, when CEF members will elect 8 members to CEF’s Board. I encourage 
those interested in playing an active role in CEF to consider submitting a nomination for a position 
on next year’s Board.  Nominations are due by November 5 (the Candidate Profile form is attached). 

• Reminder: please review your entry in CEF’s 2021 Directory – Don’t forget to review your entry in 
the updated draft of CEF’s 2021 Directory that was circulated with CEF Update on 10.12.21. If you 
have any changes, please send them to me by Monday, Oct 18.  We’ll email you the final 2021 
version next week.  

II. Advocacy  

• Sample tweet in support of education investments – CEF is continuing to advocate for greater 
education investments as Congressional leaders negotiate behind the scenes on funding levels for 
fiscal year 2022 appropriations bills and on what to include in the Build Back Better reconciliation bill 
assuming its total spending must be pared back from what House committees proposed. We will 
offer sample tweets each week that our members can use or adapt to focus on funding for specific 
education programs. The following sample tweets could be sent with the attached chart (“2 of 3 
voters want more education funding”): 

o The public wants more education funding, and Congress can make that happen right now. 
The House voted to increase ED funding by 41% next year, and the reconciliation bill 
includes transformative long-term education investments. Follow @edfunding to stay 
updated. 



o The public wants more education funding, and Congress can make that happen now. The 
House voted to increase funding for [name of program} next year & the reconciliation bill 
includes historic long-term education investments. Urge Congress to increase #edfunding. 

III. Events 

• Briefing on principals leading through the pandemic on October 14 – CEF members the National 
Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP), the American Federation of School 
Administrators (AFSA), and the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) are 
holding a National Principals Month Congressional briefing titled “On the Front Lines: Principals 
Leading Through the Pandemic” on October 14 at 3pm ET. Click here for information and to register 
for the webinar.  

  
• CEF Hill briefing on Historic Underfunding of Education and Long-Term Needs on October 26 – CEF 

members and congressional education staffers are invited to a CEF Zoom briefing on Tuesday, 
October 26, from 2-3:30p.m. ET, highlighting the impact of past underfunding of education and the 
on-going need for greater education investments. To get the webinar link you need to RSVP here in 
advance. 

  

Panelists: 
o   Jessica Cardichon, Deputy Assistant Secretary, US Department of Education 
o   Averi Pakulis, VP for Early Childhood and Public Health Policy, First Focus Campaign for 

Children 
o   Michael Rice, State Superintendent, Michigan Department of Education 
o   Additional panelist to be confirmed 

  
• Briefing on Leveraging Relationships for Student Connectedness, Engagement, and Achievement 

on October 27 – CEF member MENTOR and the Congressional Youth Mentoring Caucus are hosting 
a Congressional briefing on October 27 at 2pm ET to explore how mentoring relationships can 
address chronic absenteeism and improve other academic success metrics. Click here for more 
information and to register for the webinar.  

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -    
• Tomorrow - Friday, Oct. 15 - no CEF Friday meeting while Congress is in recess. 
• Friday, Oct. 22 – 9:30 -10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• Tuesday, Oct. 26 – 2-3:30 p.m. ET – Zoom Hill briefing on historic underfunding of education and 

long-term needs (see details above).  Webinar link coming soon. 
• Friday, Oct. 29 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, Nov. 5 - 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, Nov. 12 – no CEF Friday meeting while Congress is in recess. 

 


