
 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 

I.  White House’s pared-back agenda for the Build Back Better Act cuts out many education 
investments    

• White House releases pared back framework for a $1.75 trillion Build Back Better agenda – This 
morning the White House released an updated framework and fact sheet for the Build Back Better 
Act that includes a total of $1.75 trillion in spending over ten years to “guide the drafting of 
legislative language.”  (The new spending would be more than offset by tax increases on 
corporations and the very wealthy.) The President’s revised framework is half the total size of the 
original target, and it does not include many of the originally proposed education investments that 
the House committees put in their reconciliation bills this fall (the attached CEF comparison table 
from September shows the President’s original proposals and what House committees included in 
their reconciliation bill). This pared back agenda is not necessarily what all congressional Democrats 
have agreed to, and I expect there will still be some additions and deletions.  We’ll have more 
analysis and advocacy information later, but I wanted to share what we have now. 

• Education investments still in the President’s new framework – The Administration’s slimmed 
down education agenda includes funding for universal pre-K, child care, and higher education. It lays 
out the following amounts: 

o $400 billion over six years for universal preschool and child care.  The funding ends after 
six years. The original proposal included $450 billion over ten years, including $25 billion for 
child care facilities. 

o $40 billion for higher education and workforce development.  This total includes funding 
to increase the maximum Pell grant by $550 (it doesn’t say whether just for one year or for 
more than one year) and expand Pell grant access to DREAMers.  It includes an unspecified 
amount to invest in HBCUs, Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities, and Minority-
Servicing Institutions. It invests in workforce development programs, including coordination 
with community colleges and businesses and registered apprenticeships.  The President’s 
original proposal included $100 billion for workforce development and over $200 billion for 
higher education programs.  

• Education investments that do not appear in the President’s revised framework – The new 
framework from the White House no longer includes a lot of education investments that the 
President originally proposed for the Build Back Better agenda.  The items not included in today’s 
framework include: 



o Education infrastructure – The President’s American Jobs Plan included $12 billion for 
community college infrastructure, $100 billion for new schools, and $25 billion for child care 
facilities.  The House reconciliation proposal included $82 billion for K-12 school 
construction and $15 billion for child care facilities and provider pay. 

o Educator training - The President’s American Families Plan included $9 billion to train more 
educators, and the House bill included $1.1 billion for a variety of educator development 
programs. 

o Free community college - The President’s American Families Plan included $109 billion to 
offer free community college, and the House bill included an unspecified amount for a 
pared-down version. 

o College affordability and completion – The President originally proposed to increase the 
maximum Pell grant by up to $1400; this new proposal has a $550 increase (the FY 2022 
appropriations bill has a separate discretionary-funded increase of $400 for next year). The 
President also originally proposed a large program to strengthen student retention, as well 
as a $39 billion investments in HBCUs, MSIs, and TCUs, and $5 billion for institutional aid for 
them along with $2 billion for graduate programs for skilled health workers.  The House bill 
had a total of $12.5 billion for these types of programs. 

o Adult and career technical education – The President’s American Jobs Plan included about 
$9 billion to expand career pathways for middle and high school students, and $870 million 
for adult education.  The House bill had $7.6 billion for these types of programs. 

o Broadband – The President’s American Jobs Plan included $100 billion to expand broadband 
access, and the House proposal included $4 billion. 

II. Events 

• First-Generation College Celebration Day on November 8 – CEF member the Council for 
Opportunity in Education, together with others, is sponsoring a national panel discussion to 
highlight first-generation college students on the anniversary of President Johnson signing the 
Higher Education Act. The webinar is on November 8 from 3-4pm ET.  Registration and information 
are here. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -    
• Tomorrow - Friday, Oct. 29 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker: Peter 

Mills, Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT). 
• Friday, Nov. 5 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker: Rich Williams, Office 

of the Under Secretary at US Department of Education. 
• Friday, Nov. 12 – no CEF Friday meeting while Congress is in recess. 
• Friday, Nov. 19 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker: Ashling Kelly 

Preston, Senator Tim Scott (R-SC). 
• Friday, Nov. 26 – no CEF Friday meeting – enjoy the Thanksgiving break. 

 


