
 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• Senate FY 2021 Labor-HHS-Education bill just released – Senate Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Roy Blunt (R-MO) just published his “Chairman’s Mark” for the 
fiscal year (FY) 2021 funding bill.  The bill is not expected to have a markup or be considered 
individually on the Senate floor but will serve as a negotiating starting point with the House-passed 
bill.  We’ll update CEF’s funding table and charts as quickly as possible and send them around with 
some analysis.   

o Quick summary - The quick take is that the bill provides a tiny (0.9%) nominal increase over 
last year’s funding level for the Department of Education (an increase of $433 million if you 
don’t count Pell grant rescissions in both 2020 and in this bill, and of $633 million if you do 
factor in the rescissions, which I do!), similar very small increases for Head Start and Child 
Care and Development Block Grants, and a slightly larger percentage increase for Institute 
of Museum and Library Services programs.  Funding for most programs is frozen at the FY 
2020 levels, with only a few scattered increases for some of the biggest K-12 programs and 
some selected small programs, including Alaska Native and Rural Education, charter schools, 
and special Olympics. There is no emergency funding in the bill– for education or health 
programs.  The Department of Education total reflects a $300 million rescission of previously 
appropriated Pell Grant funding, but the bill increases the Pell maximum award by $150 for 
next year (the same as in the House bill, all paid for from unobligated balances in the Pell 
grant account).  The bill provides slightly less education funding than the House-passed 
bill.  I do not think that Congress will pass such a bill until COVID-relief for education has 
already been passed or is included in the bill (when the House passed its FY 2021 bill this 
summer, most people expected that a follow-up to the CARES Act would be enacted soon 
and certainly before the regular FY 2021 funding bill would be finalized). 

o Links to the legislative text and draft report are below - 

 Legislative text 

 Report language – this includes description of the program levels and the 
Chairman’s intent behind the funding.  The description of the Department of 
Education starts on page 183.  The funding table for Department of Education starts 
on page 263. 

 302(b) allocations – The Labor-HHS-Education bill has an effective increase of 
almost $2.8 billion once you count a small increase in the discretionary funding and 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LHHSFY2021.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LHHSRept.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY21%20302(b)%20Subcommittee%20Allocations.pdf


a small increase in CHIMPS (Changes in Mandatory Programs) that take unspent 
money from mandatory programs and use it for discretionary funding.  The 
Department of Education gets a $433 million net increase of available discretionary 
resources once you factor in rescissions of discretionary Pell grant funding 

 Republican summary of highlights 

II. Advocacy 

• CEF social media Member of the Week: National Association of School Psychologists – This week 
CEF is highlighting the National Association of School Psychologists (@nasponline) as our Member of 
the Week on CEF’s Twitter and Instagram (@edfunding) and Facebook (@Cmte4edfunding), noting 
its celebration of this week as National School Psychology Week and its social media toolkit.  We’re 
asking you to submit information about your upcoming events – advocacy days, conferences, 
briefings, etc., – at this link so that we can highlight them and your organization on social media as 
well.  Our goal is to garner more attention to the advocacy, cross-pollinating among our members’ 
networks.  We will be in touch with you as we get close to your event to get your material - language 
and images – that we can use and then link to your own sites. 

III. Events 

• ACCT briefing on “Increasing the Pell Maximum Award” on Nov. 12 – CEF member the 
Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) is hosting a three-part webinar series on 
strengthening the Pell Grant program, with the second briefing on Thursday, November 12, at 2:00 
p.m. ET.  Information and registration for the briefing, “Improving Access and Affordability of 
Workforce Training with Short-Term,” is online here.   

  

·       CEF Briefing for congressional staff and CEF members on “State Education Budgets and the Impact 
of COVID-19” – Thursday, November 12, 2-3:30 p.m. ET, via Zoom.  Panelists will discuss how state 
education budgets work and why some states are already cutting budgets. Panelists will also address 
the impact of looming state revenue shortages on pre-K-12 education as well as the possible 
impacts on post-secondary education, both for students and institutions of higher 
education.  Please RSVP here - you must register in advance to get the Zoom webinar link.   

Panelists: 
o Michael Griffith, Senior Researcher and Policy Analyst, Learning Policy Institute 
o Dr. Jennifer Ma, Senior Policy Research Scientist, The College Board 
o Elizabeth McNichol, Senior Fellow, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

• CEF’s schedule for November and December -   
• Thursday, Nov. 12 – 2:00 -3:30 p.m. ET, Briefing for CEF members and congressional education 

staffers on state education budgets and the impact of COVID-19. See registration and details 
above. 

• Friday, Nov. 13 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Nov. 16-20 – #HearOurEdStories week on social media.  See updated toolkit – more information 

(promotional tweets and blurbs for your outreach) coming shortly.  

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY21%20BILL%20HIGHLIGHTS_LABORH.pdf
https://t.co/WKrSCvHVxa?amp=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6g7OURg8zf5KyJoOgfoPcdK2ecjpedmNoxUkrMlLbGqRH3Q/viewform
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acct.org%2Farticle%2Fenhancing-federal-pell-grant-program-maximize-student-success&data=04%7C01%7Cabernathy%40acg-consultants.com%7C2a867c0d7e674fb282c308d884e2138f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637405453815650449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HO%2Fokrwo6wWnYTHhsTaqelIJeUIWotcQ97Z4Z3UhLRs%3D&reserved=0
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_e-nwElcNQL2nRQybEYRN1A
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/person/michael-griffith
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennifer-ma-5165684/
https://www.cbpp.org/elizabeth-mcnichol
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/92838862609?pwd=T1N4djVZTHl6Y3VPZUZLVmxOanlxdz09&from=msft
https://cef.org/advocacy/5%c2%a2-makes-sense-nov-2020/


• Tuesday, Nov. 17 – Twitterchat on priorities for education funding next year.  We will share 
materials later this week. 

• Friday, Nov. 20 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker: Gabriele Elul, House 
Budget Committee. 

• Tuesday, Nov 24 - 2021 CEF Board nominations and recommended slate shared in advance of 
annual meeting on Dec. 11. 

• Friday, Nov. 27 – No Friday meeting the day after Thanksgiving. 
• Friday, Dec. 4 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker: Leslie Zelenko, Rep. 

Mark Pocan (D-WI). 
• Friday, Dec. 11 - 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET, Zoom Annual Meeting (link to come).  Attendance is 

important for elections and preview of CEF’s 2021 plans. 

 
  

 

https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/95933379768?pwd=Q0RqOElnVitHQ2Y0MmNqZ3JONFBOZz09&from=msft
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/94194280864?pwd=OGx3WlBXQ2xSZGFzRDhrUmJwencrQT09&from=addon

