
 
Monday, November 18, 2019 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Government funding expires on Thursday – Government funding – currently on an extension of last 
fiscal year’s levels - expires this Thursday, and the House plans to vote tomorrow on a second 
extension that will last until December 20.  Expectations were that the appropriations language 
would be published last week, but it has not yet been made public.  The House and Senate are 
expected to pass this bill and the President has said he will sign it as long as it does not hinder work 
on a border wall.  The four-week extension is designed to give time for appropriators to agree on a 
total for each of the 12 government funding bills – something leaders said they hoped would 
happen this week - and then to negotiate programmatic funding levels in each of the bills. The hope 
is that all 12 bills could be finalized by December 20, but that appears to be more of a goal than a 
likely outcome, meaning that at least some of the government programs would need a third short-
term funding extension while negotiations continue.  The new ideas currently being floated: 

o Pay for some veterans health care costs with emergency funding – the discretionary caps 
agreed to in this summer’s budget deal allow for some spending outside the caps for the 
decennial census and for overseas contingency operations (OCO – which is war-related 
funding) programs, but not to cover some veterans health care costs that had previously 
been covered by mandatory funding.  If these costs did not have to be fit under the non-
defense discretionary cap, that would free up funds for other priorities. 

o Maybe allow some funding for the border wall – While Democrats continue to oppose 
funding for a southern border wall, House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee 
chair Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) acknowledged that it’s possible that if there is additional 
funding available for key priorities, it is conceivable Democrats might allow for some border 
wall funds.  In the Senate, one of the key hold-ups for the Labor-HHS-Education bill has been 
the dispute that funding for the bill was essentially frozen to provide a big increase for the 
Homeland Security bill, which includes funding for the border wall. 

• Infrastructure plans – will they include schools? – House Democrats are talking about an as-yet not 
published infrastructure bill that appears to focus on transportation, and not the entire spectrum of 
infrastructure that could include school modernization and broadband access that some have 
supported.  Among other plans, presidential candidate Joe Biden last week released 
an infrastructure plan that includes $100 billion to improve public school infrastructure, in line with 
H.R. 865, theRebuild America’s Schools Act.  His plan would also provide a $20 billion investment in 
rural broadband infrastructure, which could help provide internet access to students in rural areas.  



  
• New PIAAC report on adult educational competencies – The National Center for Education 

Statistics (NCES) just released a new report on adult competencies in literacy, numeracy, and digital 
problem solving in 65 countries.  The Program for the International Assessment of Adult 
Competencies (PIAAC) report is based on 2017 data of adults aged 16-74, and found no measurably 
differences in average scores for adults in the U.S. since the last evaluations in 2012 and 2014. In 
this most recent evaluation, about one-fifth to one-quarter of adults performed at the lowest levels 
in each category: 19% of adults performed at the lowest level in literacy, 29% performed at the 
lowest level in numeracy, and 24% at the lowest level in digital problem solving.  

  
• FYI - House Education and Labor Committee hearing with Secretary DeVos is postponed – The 

House Education and Labor Committee postponed Tuesday’s hearing with Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos, which was titled  “ ‘With Extreme Displeasure’: Examining the Education Department’s 
Refusal to Provide Debt Relief to Defrauded Students.”  Last week the Department of Education 
provided the Committee with requested documents about “its refusal to provide debt relief to 
defrauded students under Borrower Defense.” 

• Reminder: Please take a moment to complete CEF’s brief survey – Each fall CEF surveys its 
membership to ensure we are providing the benefits you want and to ask for suggestions for 
improvement.  The survey will take only a few minutes, and all responses are anonymous.  Your 
feedback will help us tailor our activities, advocacy, and information to what you most value.  Please 
take the time to respond and feel free to comment on areas that were not addressed.  If you haven’t 
ready, click HERE to take the survey! 

II.  Events 

• Student Aid Alliance 25th anniversary celebration on December 4 – The presidents of CEF members 
the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU) and the American 
Council on Education (ACE) invite you to a breakfast celebration in honor of the 25th anniversary of 
the Student Aid Alliance with Members of Congress and student aid recipients.  The breakfast is 
8:30am-10am in 2359 Rayburn House Office Building on December 4.  Please RSVP by November 26 
toSAArsvp@naicu.edu. 

  
• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the year – 

• Friday, November 22 – 9-11 a.m. at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW, Board Room).  Guest speakers: 
Jacque Mosely and others from the House Education and Labor Committee staff coming at 
9:30am.  Please RSVP here to provide an attendance list for building security. 

• Friday, November 29 – No CEF meeting during congressional recess. 
• Friday, December 6 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 

speaker: TBD. 
• Monday, December 9 – 3:30-5:00pm, 2045 Rayburn House Office Building, Capitol Hill briefing: 

“The Importance of Education Investments to the Economy and National Security.” Details 
coming soon. 

• Friday, December 13 – 9-11:30am, CEF’s annual meeting and elections at University of California 
(1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  Attendance is important for elections and preview of 
CEF’s 2020 plans.  We’ll have a hot breakfast and special guest speakers! 



 


