
 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• House passes short-term extension of government funding – Yesterday the House passed a bill that 
extends government funding at last fiscal year’s levels until December 20, and the Senate is 
expected to pass the bill tomorrow.  Without this extension, government funding will expire at 
midnight tomorrow, which is when the current extension of funding expires.  The bill passed on a 
mostly party-line basis, with some Republicans objecting that Congress hadn’t yet enacted full-year 
defense funding at higher levels and some Democrats opposing a new extension of some 
surveillance provisions.  There had been talk that the bill might include a continuation of some 
expired funding for minority-serving institutions, but that was not included in what was a fairly 
“clean” continuing resolution that included just a handful of specific changes to current law, known 
as anomalies.  What happens in the next four weeks is less certain.  Appropriators had hoped to 
announce agreement in the last week on totals for each of the 12 appropriations bills (allocations 
known as the “302(b)” levels), but an agreement has been stymied over how much funding, if any, 
to include in the Homeland Security bill for a border wall.  Democrats do not want to allow some of 
the non-controversial bills to move until there is an agreement on the funding total for the Labor-
HHS-Education bill, but that figure depends on how much funding will be provided for a border 
wall.  Democrats argue that the existing Senate allocations virtually froze funding for the education 
bill in order to increase funding for the Homeland Security bill by almost 8%.  If funding bills or an 
omnibus bill haven’t been enacted by December 20, there would need to be a third extension or 
else the government would shut down.  All this means that education funding is continuing at 2019 
levels for another month, that the House is still pushing for the large education funding increases in 
the fiscal year (FY) 2020 bill it passed this summer, and the FY 2020 funding proposal in the Senate 
(there has been no action on it to date) would cut net resources for the Department of Education 
after accounting for its $1.3 billion rescission of previously appropriated Pell grant funding. 

II.  Advocacy 

• CEF call-in day in early December to support increased education funding for FY 2020 – We are 
planning a call-in day in early December while Congress is still working to finalize FY 2020 
appropriations. We’ll share a short and basic script, information on where people can find contact 
information for their Members of Congress, and directions on how to share their outreach on 
Twitter including sample tweets and some charts to attach.  We hope you will share that 
information with your networks - stay tuned for the materials coming after Thanksgiving. 

III.  Events 



• Mark your calendars - CEF research briefing on Capitol Hill on December 9, 3:30-5:30pm – CEF is 
holding a briefing on “The Importance of Education Investments to the Economy and National 
Security” that is open to all CEF members and congressional staff working on education, defense, 
and the economy.  Representatives Anthony Brown (D-MD) and Robert Wittman (R-VA) – both 
members of the Armed Services Committee – will open the briefing and then we will have a panel 
discussion with speakers representing the defense and business communities.  Details on panelists 
still to come.  The briefing will be from 3:30pm-5:00pm in 2045 Rayburn House Office Building. 

• Student Aid Alliance 25th anniversary celebration on December 4 – The presidents of CEF members 
the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU) and the American 
Council on Education (ACE) invite you to a breakfast celebration in honor of the 25thanniversary of 
the Student Aid Alliance with Members of Congress and student aid recipients.  The breakfast is 
8:30am-10am in 2359 Rayburn House Office Building on December 4.  Please RSVP by November 26 
to Cynthia@naicu.edu. 

  
• 2019 Higher Education Government Relations Conference on December 4-6 – CEF members the 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities and the American Association of Community 
Colleges, along with the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities and the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education are sponsoring the annual Higher Education Government 
Relations Conference (HEGRC) on Dec. 4-6 in New Orleans. HEGRC is an educational forum for 
professionals who foster effective governmental and community relations on behalf of public 
colleges and universities.  You can fine information on the program and speakers here.   

  
• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the year – 

• Friday, November 22 – 9-11 a.m. at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW, Board Room).  Guest speakers: 
Jacque Mosely and others from the House Education and Labor Committee staff coming at 
9:30am.  Please RSVP here by 2pm on Thursday to provide an attendance list for building 
security. 

• Friday, November 29 – No CEF meeting during congressional recess. 
• Friday, December 6 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 

speaker: TBD. 
• Monday, December 9 – 3:30-5:00pm, 2045 Rayburn House Office Building, Capitol Hill briefing: 

“The Importance of Education Investments to the Economy and National Security.” See details 
above. 

• Friday, December 13 – 9-11:30am, CEF’s annual meeting and elections at University of California 
(1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  Attendance is important for elections and preview of 
CEF’s 2020 plans.  We’ll have a hot breakfast and special guest speakers! 

 


