
 
  

Monday, November 27, 2017 
  

 
Dear CEF Members: 
          

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

        This week on the fiscal agenda – Congress returns to Washington this week with a full fiscal agenda, 
including Senate floor consideration of tax reform, producing a budget deal that raises 
appropriations caps on defense and non-defense discretionary (NDD) funding for at least fiscal year 
2018, getting reading to pass a continuing resolution before the current stop-gap spending expires 
on December 8, and weighing when and how much to include in a third disaster relief bill.  (There 
are other unrelated issues that are likely to be involved, such as deciding what to do about 
DREAMERs and reauthorizing CHIP.)  After these issues, Congress needs to pass an omnibus 
appropriations bill providing full-year government funding at whatever level has been set. In other 
words, a lot will be going on! 

        Budget deal rumors – While negotiations are going on behind closed doors, rumors abound. We 
don’t know how much credence to give them, but people are saying that while Democrats continue 
to push for parity in raising NDD caps by the same amount as defense caps – the “parity principle” 
that has been a cornerstone of the previous cap-raising deals – Republicans want a deal that 
eliminates thediscretionary sequester for both categories for two years. As you can see from the 
table below, that type of deal provides a far greater increase for defense than for NDD spending – 
increasing defense by $54 billion and NDD by only $37 billion.  That is because one third of the non-
defense sequester cuts are from mandatory programs, and the mandatory sequester would 
continue (there is virtually no eligible mandatory defense spending to sequester, so 99% of the 
defense sequester comes from the discretionary side). 

        Appropriations action this week – House Appropriations subcommittees are holding a total of 
eight hearings this week on disaster funding (not the Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee, though).  
Meanwhile, the Senate Appropriations Committee last week released its last four draft fiscal year 
2018 bills.  Keep in mind that the Senate Appropriations Committee used 2017 cap levels as a 
placeholder for the amount of spending it was proposing for 2018, except that the defense bill is 
over the defense cap by $70 billion.  Were it to be enacted at that level without a change in the cap, 
the bill would trigger a 13% across-the-board sequester of discretionary defense funding. 

        Title IV funding – A memo from Bernstein Strategy Group and the Title IV-A coalition highlights how 
48 states will distribute the first-time funding of $400 million under the Student Support and 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/sequestration_reports/2018_jc_sequestration_report_may2017_potus.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/sequestration_reports/2018_jc_sequestration_report_may2017_potus.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/calendar/?EventTypeID=316
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59397d27be65945cac3a63e8/t/5a1343410d929768b4e3f8aa/1511211844785/Title+IV-A+State+Use+of+Funds+FY+2017+Allocations.pdf


Academic Enrichment grant of the Every Student Succeeds Act.  Authorized at $1.65 billion for 2017, 
Congress provided only $400 million, which raised questions about how states would distribute the 
funding that had been intended for formula grants.  Of the 48 states that responded to inquiries, the 
memo reports that 39 states are distributing by formula, 8 are distributing competitively (IN, NE, NV, 
NH, NM, NY, OK and UT), and Massachusetts is distributing via a hybrid method. 

  
II. CEF Activities 

        Last call for CEF’s membership survey – We are surveying CEF membership to ensure we are 
providing the benefits you want and to ask for suggestions for improvement. The survey will take 
only a few minutes, and all responses are anonymous.  Thanks to those who have already returned 
the survey, and if you haven’t yet done so, please respond and feel free to comment on areas that 
were not addressed.  This is the last call for the survey  - click HERE to take the survey! 

        CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

        Friday, Dec. 1, 9-11am: At NEA, 1201 16th St NW, Chanin Auditorium. Guest speaker: Jacque 
Chevalier, House Education and the Workforce Committee Democratic staff.  Note that our 
guest will be speaking at 9:30am. 

        Friday, Dec. 8, 9-11am: At Georgetown University Law Center near Union Station, 600 NJ Ave, 
NW, Room 200 McDonough Hall.  Guest Speaker: (tentative) Steve Townsend, Senate Budget 
Committee Republican staff. 

        Friday, Dec. 15, 9-noon: CEF ANNUAL MEETING. At University of California, 1608 Rhode Island 
Ave, NW, 1st floor auditorium. 

Attendance is vital – we will have elections for CEF’s 2018 Board and vote on CEF’s 2018 
budget.  We also have two excellent guest speakers to provide a bipartisan overview of the 
budget and appropriations action at the end of the year and the implications going forward.  
The experts on budget policy, procedure, and the economy are: 

o   Bill Hoagland, Senior Vice President at the Bipartisan Policy Center, a Senate budget guru 
who worked for 21 years for the Senate Budget Committee Republican staff, in addition 
to positions at the Congressional Budget Office and the executive branch. 

o   Aaron Klein, Fellow in Economic Studies at the Brookings Institution and Policy Director of 
its Center on Regulations and Markets, who previously served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary at the Treasury Department and also as Chief Economist for the Senate 
Banking Committee Democratic staff.  

And of course, we’ll provide CEF’s traditional annual meeting hot breakfast as a bonus! 

 

My best, 

Sheryl 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdA60XmhlqbRiHO-LLNOkdchSRGE-i_QJTn3AZ8tioqWe8-Ig/viewform
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/person/g-william-hoagland/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/aaron-klein/
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