
 
 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Appropriations steps next week – The Chairs and Ranking Members of the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees are planning to meet on Tuesday to try to reach agreement on 
allocations for the 12 fiscal year (FY) 2020 appropriations bills.  Having unified totals for each bill – 
the 302(b) suballocations – is a necessary first step before the House would agree to negotiate final 
versions of any of the bills that have separately passed the House and Senate; so far, that is only 
four bills.  Democrats in the Senate refused to consider a package containing the Defense, Labor-
HHS-Education, and other bills until there is an agreement on the allocations that also provides 
more than the virtual freeze that the Senate Appropriations Committee majority previously 
approved for the Labor-HHS-Education bill.  Once the House is back in session next week the 
appropriations focus will also have to expand to address what to do when government funding 
expires on November 21.  Current best guesses are that there will be another short-term extension 
of funding at the FY 2019 level, possibly until mid-December.  That gives Congress time to work on 
full-year funding bills, but it’s unlikely that all 12 bills could be finalized by then, leading to another 
short-term extension for some or all parts of the government, or a full-year extension at last year’s 
levels if Congress does not think it will be able to agree on individual program levels.  We will get a 
better sense after Thanksgiving, but Congress generally doesn’t move on appropriations bills until 
the very last minute – and it’s not clear that there’s agreement on what the last minute is! 

• Senate Budget Committee approves budget process changes – Yesterday the Senate Budget 
Committee marked up a bill that would change the congressional budget process in a few key 
ways.  The bill generated bipartisan support but seems unlikely to be enacted given disagreement 
about some provisions and a view held by some that the budget problem is a basic disagreement 
about priorities and not the actual steps in the process.  The Majority’s description of the bill 
is here.  Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-VT) does not support the bill. The bill includes the 
following key changes to the budget process: 

o Requires a congressional budget resolution every two years, not every year. 
o Creates new reconciliation procedures to make it easier to cut mandatory spending for 

deficit reduction.  Opponents worry this would make it easier to cut large mandatory safety 
net programs, even as Congress takes votes to worsen the deficit by enacting new tax cuts.  

o Automatically generates legislation raising the debt ceiling when necessary, precluding the 
need for the House or Senate to vote on what is often a contentious issue that has big 
economic implications if not enacted. 



• Coming soon from CEF – In addition to planning a Hill briefing for December 9, we’re also working 
on some advocacy action items while Congress is in this holding pattern with FY 2020 
appropriations.  In addition, you’ll soon be getting a year-end survey asking for your feedback on 
CEF’s events, services, and benefits.  It’s fairly short but the feedback is very helpful as we make 
plans for next year, so we hope you will take the time to fill it out. 

II.  Events 

• AFT briefing on Supplement, Not Supplant on November 13 – CEF member the American 
Federation of Teachers and the Albert Shanker Institute are hosting a panel discussion on 
“Supplement, Not Supplant: The Continuing Challenges of Getting Federal Education Dollars to the 
Intended Beneficiaries” on Wednesday, November 13, noon to 2pm at 555 New Jersey Ave, 
NW.  Lunch will be served.  Registration and program information are here. 

• LPI briefing on Separate and Unequal: How School Diversity Matters for Educational Opportunity 
and Attainment on November 14 – LPI and several other organizations are hosting a breakfast 
briefing to share research on how school segregation affects student achievement, how 
desegregation benefits all students, and which policies best support school integration.  The briefing 
is on Thursday, November 14, from 9:00-10:30am in the Kennedy Caucus Room in the Russell Senate 
Office Building.  Information on speakers and registration is here. 

• NAFIS Holiday Kickoff Party on November 14 – CEF member the National Association of Federally 
Impacted Schools (NAFIS) invites the education community to a holiday kickoff party on Thursday, 
November 14 from 4-7 p.m. in the NAFIS offices at 400 North Capitol St. NW, Suite 290. Please 
RSVP here. 

• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the year – 
• Friday, November 8 – No CEF meeting.  Reminder that Board nominations are due by COB. 
• Friday, November 15 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: Bryce 

McKibben, Senate HELP Committee Democratic staff. 
• Friday, November 22 – 9-11 a.m. at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW, Board Room).  Guest speaker: 

TBD. 
• Friday, November 29 – No CEF meeting during congressional recess. 
• Friday, December 6 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 

speaker: TBD. 
• Monday, December 9, Capitol Hill briefing, “The Importance of Education Investments to the 

Economy and National Security,” 3:30-5:00pm (room TBD).  Details coming soon – this had been 
tentatively scheduled for November 19 but the date shifted). 

• Friday, December 13 – 9-11:30am, CEF’s annual meeting and elections at University of California 
(1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  Attendance is important for elections and preview of 
CEF’s 2020 plans.  We’ll have a hot breakfast and special guest speakers! 

 


