
 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• FY 2020 appropriations status update – There isn’t any new news on the progress of negotiations to 
finalize the 12 government funding bills.  Last week, appropriators hoped to have at least some bills 
completed by early this week so the House could pass one or two packages with the bills bundled 
together.  Each additional day without any of the bills produced puts more pressure on the process, 
since the government is running on a short-term extension of last year’s funding that expires on 
Friday, December 20.  Appropriations Committee leaders have expressed mixed views on the 
likelihood of completing the process on time.  The biggest issue remains reaching an agreement on 
border wall funding – the most difficult issue whose resolution is holding up finalizing the other 
bills.  One possibility is that Congress will enact another extension of funding – a Continuing 
Resolution, or CR – that provides additional time for negotiations.  That CR could last just a couple of 
days if it looks like an agreement is close, or into January or February if it becomes clear the two 
sides can’t agree.  Absent new funding, the government would shut down on December 21, and all 
involved have said they do not want that.  The shutdown of part of the government last year didn’t 
directly affect education programs because the Labor-HHS-Education bill was one of several that 
had been enacted, but this time not a single FY 2020 funding bill has been signed into law.    

• Data from yesterday’s CEF briefing on Capitol Hill – CEF had a successful and informative briefing 
yesterday on “The Importance of Education to the Economy and National Security,” with 
presentations from Rep. Anthony Brown (D-MD)  and  Rep. Robert Wittman (R-VA).They are both on 
the Armed Services Committee and made compelling arguments about why education is a national 
security issue, and why fully funding key education priorities is so important.   Then Jason 
Dougal (Executive Vice President of the National Center on Education and Chief Executive Officer of 
the National Institute for School Leadership) and Chery A. Oldham (Vice President of Education 
Policy at the US Chamber of Commerce, and Senior Vice President of Education and Workforce at 
the US Chamber of Commerce Foundation) talked about the impact of educational achievement on 
the US economy.  They provided some particularly useful statistics and resources to help in 
advocating for greater federal investments in education: 

o Ms. Oldham cited the 2012 Council on Foreign Relation’s Independent Task Force Report on 
US Education Reform and National Security that had key findings that still hold today, 
including shortages of qualified works for specific skilled jobs, that the intelligence agencies 
and State Department face a talent drought for strategically important positions, and that 
the majority of young people do not qualify for military services (75% of those between ages 
17 and 25). 



o Mr. Dougal cited the Alliance for Excellent Education’s 2017 finding in its “The Graduation 
Effect” that improving the US’s high school graduation rate just 5% - from 85% to 90% - 
would lead to a $5.7 billion increase in country’s GDP.  

II.  Advocacy 

• Continued CEF call-in days to reach the House today and the Senate in support of increased 
education funding for FY 2020 – Thanks to all who shared the attached information with their 
networks about CEF’s call-in days to urge the House and Senate to increase education funding in the 
fiscal year (FY) 2020 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill being negotiated right now.  Several 
thousand people called – the vast majority were members of AFSCME, which provided the toll-free 
lines.  AFSCME is keeping the lines open until the bill is produced.  We hope you will still encourage 
people to call in!  The attached straight-forward instructions, twitter addresses, and two charts have 
all the information needed.  We will share updated call tallies when the lines close. 

III.  Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, December 13 – CEF’s annual meeting and elections – 9-11:30am, at University of 

California (1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  Attendance is important for elections and 
approval of CEF’s 2020 budget.  We’ll have a hot breakfast and special guest speaker Daniel 
Leeds, a leader in a number of education groups, including CEF member Alliance for Excellent 
Education as well as Education 2020, a coalition that includes many CEF members that is 
advocating for a comprehensive education agenda that promotes universal inclusion and access 
to on-going learning opportunities. 

• No additional Friday meetings until January 10. 
• Friday, January 10, 2020 - 9-11 a.m.  at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW, 9th floor): Guest speaker 

TBD. 
  
 


