
 
  

Friday, December 10, 2021 

I. CEF elects its 2022 Board elections and approves its budget 

• Annual meeting update – Thanks to everyone who attended this morning’s Annual Meeting. I 
sincerely hope that next year we can safely hold the meeting in person. At today’s meeting, in 
addition to hearing from Maureen Tracey-Mooney from the Domestic Policy Council, we 
reviewed CEF’s 2021 activities and outlined strategies for 2022 that include holding more in-
person events when possible, building the coalition, holding more briefings, expanding our 
advocacy through roundtable discussions with in-state education stakeholders with a few 
potential education champions in the Senate, as well as continuing with our customary 
advocacy, events, and policy analysis and information. CEF’s committees will start implementing 
those strategies at the membership retreat/first quarterly committee meeting on January 21.  In 
addition, the full membership approved CEF’s proposed budget for 2022 (sent to you yesterday) 
and elected new members to the Board of Directors.. There were also several key 
announcements, which are detailed below. 

• CEF’s 2022 Board of Directors – Today members approved the slate of Board nominees 
recommended by CEF’s Advisory Committee on Nominations and Elections.  In addition to those 
elected by the membership, each year the CEF president appoints two Board members. CEF’s 
2022 President, Emmanual A. Guillory of the National Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities, is appointing Samuel Chasin of the YMCA of the USA and Tralonne Shorter of the 
Center for Law and Social Policy.  The complete Board is listed below.   

CEF 2022 Board of Directors 

  

Officers (serving a one-year term in 2022): 
• President: Emmanual A. Guillory, National Association of Independent Colleges and 

Universities 
• Vice President: Danny Carlson, National Association of Elementary School Principals 
• Treasurer: Jenny Smulson, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
• Past President: Luis Maldonado, American Association of State Colleges and 

Universities (AASCU) 
  

Other board members serving two-year terms (* designates those starting terms in 
2022): 

                             *Frank Ballmann, National Association of State Student Grant and Aid Programs 
                             *Samuel Chasin of the YMCA of the USA 



Jonathan Elkin, Council for Opportunity in Education 

Leslie Finnan, National Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
*Rachel Gentry, National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 
Kimberly Green, Advance CTE 
*Emily Jeffries, National Council for Community and Education Partnerships 
Drew Kent, National Education Association 
*Ben Melano, Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 
*Noelle Ellerson Ng, AASA - the School Superintendents Association 

*Tralonne Shorter, Center for Law and Social Policy 
Greg Waples, National Association of Secondary School Principals 
 
 

• New job announcement for Valerie Williams – CEF’s Past President this year, Valerie Williams, 
announced that today is her last day working for the National Association of State Directors of 
Special Education. On Monday morning, she will be sworn in to serve in a new capacity at the 
U.S. Department of Education in the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services (OSERS). Valerie has been a tireless advocate, a strong leader for CEF, and a wonderful 
friend to many of us at CEF, and we will miss her while wishing her well in her new position. 

• Sarah Cohen of AFT presented with the Cyndy Littlefield Exceptional Service 
Award – This year’s officers chose Sarah Cohen from the American Federation of 
Teachers as the third recipient of the “Cyndy Littlefield Exceptional Service 
Award.”  CEF created the award in 2019 to be presented at the annual meeting to 
recognize a CEF member “for their dedication, energy, and enthusiasm for CEF’s mission 
and advocacy on behalf of investing in education, as exemplified by Cyndy Littlefield’s 
exceptional decades-long service to CEF.” Sarah has been, and will continue to be, a 
valued contributor to CEF.  She served on the Board since 2016, has co-chaired the Hill 
Teams and Advocacy Committee, helping to plan events and bring speakers to CEF, 
outline advocacy, and participate in countless Hill meetings. This year Sarah also chaired 
the Advisory Committee on Nominations and Elections.  
 

• Online tribute to Hilary Goldmann – We invite you to participate in an online memory 
wall sharing memories of Hilary Goldmann, a long-time member of CEF’s community 
whom we tragically lost last month. Hilary started with CEF more than two decades ago 
when she worked for AASCU, and then with the International Society for Technology in 
Education, and most recently as Executive Director of the National Association of 
Federally Impacted Schools.  We have created an online memory wall to share with her 
family and the CEF community. We welcome you to post anything you’d like to share – 
or a memory, a photo, or a note for her daughters, partner Jeff Carter, or NAFIS family. 
To add something, click the pink circle in the lower right corner. 

  
• Thank you! – This was another challenging year, and I am so appreciative that CEF and its 

members have continued to work collaboratively and effectively throughout the pandemic in 
support of the investments in education. While it’s hard to grow relationships virtually, I think 
we’ve done a good job at maintaining friendships, making new ones, and welcoming others into 
this great education community.  We are looking forward to a healthier year in 2022 and will 



continue our advocacy on behalf of education funding increases in fiscal year (FY) 2022 
appropriations, the Build Back Better Act, and in the upcoming FY 2023 budget. CEF is fortunate 
to have so many knowledgeable and effective advocates willing to donate their time on the 
Board, on the various committees, and to our events, projects, and outreach to the Congress 
and the public.  We truly appreciate the hard work of CEF members and look forward to working 
with the 2022 Board and the entire CEF membership. We’ll continue to provide updates on 
education funding news, and hope that everyone can enjoy a refreshing break – whenever that 
happens. I’ll see you at the first CEF Friday meeting of the year on January 7! 

 
 


