
 

Friday, December 17, 2021 

I. Policy Intelligence 
• Senate releases its 2022 calendar – This week the Senate released its tentative	schedule	for	

2022, and one key takeaway is that there is only one week in January that both the House and 
Senate are in session (the week of January 10 – the 2022	House	calendar	is	here).  That does 
not bode particularly well for quick and collaborative work on the Build Back Better 
reconciliation bill or negotiations to complete fiscal year 2022 appropriations bills.  Of course, 
the entire Congress doesn’t need to be together to work out deals, but the Senate will have to 
vote first on a new version of the Build Back Better Act and then send it to the House for 
approval. 

• Reconciliation bill won’t be done this year – Negotiations within the Senate Democratic caucus 
have not resulted in a reconciliation bill that could garner the necessary 50 votes to pass, 
and Senators have conceded that the reconciliation bill won’t be finalized this year. As the 
internal Democratic discussions continue, we should keep up the advocacy in support of the 
education funding provisions in the bill because there is pressure to cut the bill’s total cost, 
which jeopardizes every education provision in the bill – all the education provisions are costers, 
not savers. 

• Progress on FY 2022 appropriations – “I think we’ve got a path forward,” reported Senate 
Appropriations Committee chair Patrick Leahy (D-VT), after meeting with ranking member 
Richard Shelby (R-AL) to discuss the parameters for passing an omnibus package of the fiscal 
year (FY) 2022 appropriations. The government is now running on an extension of FY 2021 
funding levels that expires on February 18.  As a reminder, the House passed 9 of the 12 
appropriations bills this summer that provided a total 16% increase for non-defense 
discretionary funding (this includes the 41% increase for Department of Education programs as 
well as increases for education programs in other agencies) and a 2% increase for defense 
programs.  The Senate Appropriations Committee in late fall released drafts of its remaining 9 
bills, providing a total increase of 5% for defense and 13% for non-defense programs, which 
included a 35% increase for the Department of Education.  Republicans and Democrats disagree 
on both the amount to increase defense and non-defense funding and whether to include some 
“legacy” policy provisions such as the one that bans federal funding for abortions. The previous 
meeting between Appropriations Committee leaders did not end as optimistically as the one 
yesterday.  I’m hopeful that they will reach an agreement – I’m guessing it will involve a smaller 
non-defense increase – because neither party wants to forgo potential large funding increases 
for FY 2022. 

II. Education News 
• 14 Senators ask President to continue to waive interest on federal student loans – Senator 

Raphael Warnock (D-GA) and 13 other Senators wrote to the President last week asking that he 
continue to waive charging interest on federal student loans when borrowers have to begin 
relaying loans on February 1. Many progressive Democrats are pushing the Administration to 



extend the “pause” on repayment beyond its expiration on January 31, arguing that the 
pandemic continues to affect many borrowers. 

III. Advocacy 
• Sample tweet urging Congress to support education funding increases – Each week CEF is 

providing a sample tweet that our members can use or can adapt to focus on funding for 
specific education programs. The following sample tweet could be sent with the attached 
graphic (“CEF ad for education funding – Nov 2021”): 

o Investments in education are investments in our future. Urge your Senators and 
Representatives to support vital increases in education. Learn more by 
following @edfunding or using CEF’s toolkit at https://cef.org/advocacy/5%c2%a2-
makes-sense-updated/ 

III. CEF coalition action items 

• Reminder: it’s time to renew your CEF membership for 2022 – Thanks to the many who have 
already sent in their forms to renew their CEF membership for 2022. The stronger we are, the 
more impact CEF can have towards the goal of increasing the federal investment in 
education. The 2022 membership renewal form is on CEF’s website here and is due by February 
11. The renewal form is also an opportunity to tell us who you in your organization should 
receive the CEF Updates and to revise your description for CEF’s 2022 membership 
directory.  Dues can be paid by check, credit card, or through the member page of 
the CEF website. 

• Please submit your advocacy events to highlight on social media this year – As part of CEF’s 
advocacy on social media we highlight our members’ advocacy initiatives or events, designating 
a “CEF Member of the Week” on Twitter and Instagram.  We are asking CEF members to submit 
information on your events that we can then highlight.  We’re keeping a master calendar of 
events and will be in touch with you as we get close to your event to get approved material - 
language and images – that we can use and then link to your own sites.  Please submit 
information about your upcoming events – virtual advocacy days/weeks, conferences, briefings, 
presentations – at this	link. 

IV. Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -    
• No Friday meetings for the rest of this year – enjoy the holiday break! 
• Friday, January 7 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	Friday	meeting.  Guest speaker: Ashling Kelly 

Preston, Senator Tim Scott (R-SC). 
• Friday, January 14 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	Friday	meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 21 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	quarterly	committee	meeting.  This is a chance 

for each committee to work on its agenda for the year, and for CEF members to learn more 
about which committee(s) they might like to join. 

• Friday, January 28 – no CEF meeting. 
 


