
 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• FY 2020 education appropriations: final table and chart attached – Attached is CEF’s final table on 
fiscal year (FY) 2020 education appropriations.  The only difference between this version and the 
one sent Monday night is that I now have the total for the Department of Education (ED) out to the 
millions and not just hundreds of millions.  That level of detail affects the calculation of the size of 
the ED increase in FY 2020 versus FY 2019. 

o Why do I calculate a $1.4 billion increase for ED when the Appropriations Committee press 
releases say only $1.3 billion?  As always, the CEF table shows two different totals for ED: 
one that counts all discretionary funding, including the $500 million rescission of previously 
appropriated Pell Grant funding, and one that counts everything except for Pell Grants.  We 
do this two reasons:  

1. In years when there is a rescission, that reduces the resources that are available to ED 
and should be acknowledged (the Congressional Budget Office counts a rescission as a 
subtraction from the spending of the bill, which is what we are doing, too).  Congress 
rescinded Pell Grant funding for FYs 2017, 2019, and 2020; and 

2. in the past, there were years when the Pell Grant program got funding increases to fill a 
shortfall created because the program had spent more than had been appropriated, 
which is allowed.  However, funding to fill the shortfall does not provide new resources 
to be spent in the budget year, so including it in the ED total provided a misleading idea 
of how much new funding was available to spend in the budget year.  This hasn’t 
happened recently because the program has been running a surplus.   

Because Congress rescinded $100 million more in FY 2019 than in FY 2020, the ED increase counting 
Pell Grant rescissions is $1.4 billion, compared with an increase of $1.3 billion if you don’t count the 
Pell Grant program and therefore don’t count the rescission.   

• Putting the education increase in perspective – 

o The FY 2020 appropriations bill increases ED funding by $1.4 billion, and provides large 
increases for early childhood programs in the Department of Health and Human Services as 
well as increases for library and museum programs.  Within ED, virtually every program gets 
an increase.   



o This is the third largest increase for ED since FY 2011 (the year that ED funding stated being 
cut or frozen).  

o The allocation for the Labor-HHS-Education bill increased by $5.0 billion (2.8%), and 
education programs got a good portion of that increase.  As a reminder, the original Senate 
allocation provided the bill with only a $223 million increase, while the original House 
allocation – done before the spending caps were set at a lower level than the House was 
using – provided an $11.8 billion increase.   

o We are happy that education investments are growing – but there’s still more work to be 
done.  Even with this increase, ED funding is almost $6 billion below the 2011 level in 
inflation-adjusted terms (see attached chart). 

II.  CEF Planning Items 

• CEF 2020 membership renewal – CEF membership runs from January to January, so we are sending 
out renewal notices now, with the hope that all CEF members will stay a part this coalition in 
2020!  We are excited about our advocacy plans for next year, and look forward to working with you 
to further increase the federal investment in education. Details: 

o Dues have not changed for years, and are staying at the current rates.  
o The renewal forms are due by February 14.  We will send an invoice for the dues once we 

receive your updated membership form.   
 
 

• CEF’s schedule for January 2020 – 
• No Friday meetings until next year! 
• Friday, January 10 - 9-11 a.m.  at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW, 9th floor): Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 17 - 9-11 a.m. Location and Guest Speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 24 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Friday, January 31 - 9-11 a.m. Location TBD.  This is our Membership Retreat, and the first 

quarterly Committee planning meeting.  We encourage everyone to attend, and to sign up for 
the committees that you’d like to be a part of next year.  We’ll send information about this in 
advance. 

 


