
 
Monday, December 2, 2019 

  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Sending letters urging support for education funding to Appropriations Committee leaders – We 
are hearing that the Appropriations Committees are working fast to finalize the 12 fiscal year (FY) 
2020 funding bills – there’s a rumor that their goal is to have them completed by December 
11.  We’ve also heard that the current plan is to split the bills into two packages, but haven’t heard 
details of which bills will be together, and in fact, that outcome will depend upon whether there are 
problems that can’t be resolved as appropriators and leadership negotiate final versions of some 
bills.  The discretionary total for each bill – the 302(b) allocation – likely won’t be public until each 
package is filed with the House Rules Committee prior to floor consideration.  

II.  Advocacy 

• Writing to the Appropriations Committee to support education funding – While the negotiations 
are ongoing, we think it is important for education advocates to write to the Appropriations 
Committee leaders urging the highest possible funding levels for education programs.  CEF plans to 
send a letter early this week.  CEF previously wrote to all Senators in September opposing the 
original low 302(b) for Labor-H, and again in October urging them to increase education investments 
in conference.  We wrote to House Appropriations leadership in May supporting the education 
funding in the House bill. 

• Addresses for key Appropriations staffers – We strongly recommend that you send letters not just 
to the education staffers on the Appropriations Committee but also to the clerks of the four Labor-
HHS-Education Subcommittees, who are more involved in weighing the merits of all that goes into 
the bill.  The names and email addresses are listed below: 

  

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, Republicans - Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
Laura Friedel, clerk  laura_friedel@appro.senate.gov 

Mike Gentile, education staffer mike_gentile@appro.senate.gov 

  

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, Democrats – Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) 



Alex Keenan, clerk  Alex_Keenan@appro.senate.gov 

Mark Laisch, education staffer Mark_Laisch@appro.senate.gov 

  

House Appropriations Subcommittee, Democrats – Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 

Stephen Steigleder, co-clerk Stephen.Steigleder@mail.house.gov 

Robin Juliano, co-clerk (in charge of education) robin.juliano@mail.house.gov 

  

House Appropriations Subcommittee, Republicans – Ranking Member Tom Cole (R-OK) 

Susan Ross, clerk susan.ross@mail.house.gov 

Kathryn Salmon, education staffer Kathryn.salmon@mail.house.gov 

III.  Events 

• CEF briefing on Capitol Hill on Monday, December 9, 3:30-5:00pm – We hope you all will attend 
next week’s CEF’s briefing on “The Importance of Education Investments to the Economy and 
National Security” in 2045 Rayburn House Office Building.  We are inviting all congressional staff 
working on education, defense, and the economy.  The briefing is a great way to broaden the base 
of congressional staff who understand the importance of education funding beyond just those 
working on education.  We’ve got a great line-up of speakers, including: 

o Representative Anthony Brown (D-MD) – on Armed Services as well as Natural Resources, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Ethics 

o Representative Robert Wittman (R-VA) – on Armed Services as well as Natural Resources 

o Jason Dougal, Executive Vice President of the National Center on Education, and Chief 
Executive Officer of the National Institute for School Leadership 

o Chery A. Oldham, Vice President of Education Policy, US Chamber of Commerce, and Senior 
Vice President of Education and Workforce, US Chamber of Commerce Foundation 

o Other possible speakers still to be confirmed. 

  
• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the year – 

• Friday, December 6 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 
speaker: TBD. 

• Monday, December 9 – 3:30-5:00pm, 2045 Rayburn House Office Building, Capitol Hill briefing: 
“The Importance of Education Investments to the Economy and National Security.” See details 
above. 

• Friday, December 13 – 9-11:30am, CEF’s annual meeting and elections at University of California 
(1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  Attendance is important for elections and preview of 



CEF’s 2020 plans.  We’ll have a hot breakfast and special guest speaker Daniel Leeds, a leader in 
a number of education groups, including CEF member Alliance for Excellent Education as well as 
Education 2020, a coalition that includes many CEF members that is advocating for a 
comprehensive education agenda that promotes universal inclusion and access to on-going 
learning opportunities. 

 


