
 

Monday, December 20, 2021 

I. Policy Intelligence 
• Senator Manchin is a “no” on (this version of) the reconciliation bill – Yesterday Senator Joe 

Manchin (D-WV) said he would not support the current version of the Build Back Better 
reconciliation bill that needs the support of all 50 Democratic Senators to pass, since Republican 
Senators have said they will not vote for it. Among the Senator’s concerns, he cited the cost of 
continuing all the bill’s provisions for the full ten years of the bill; as drafted, many provisions – 
including education provisions – end after several years of funding.  The attached CEF side-by-
side shows the cost of the education-related provisions in the version the Senate HELP 
Committee released a week ago. At the request of the ranking members of the House and 
Senate Budget Committees, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) on December 10 estimated 
what specified provisions would cost if they were made permanent rather than ending as 
drafted in the House-passed reconciliation bill (which is slightly different from the most HELP 
Committee version).  For education, the two areas CBO scored were early childhood education 
programs and Pell grants. 

o Universal Pre-K and child care (sections 23001 and 23002): Cost as passed, expiring 
after 2027: $381 billion. Cost if made permanent: $752 billion. 

o Pell grant increases and expansion (sections 20021, 20022, 20023): Cost as passed, $12 
billion; cost if made permanent: $29 billion. 

o Pell grant taxation (Ways and Means title, section 137502): Cost as passed, expiring 
after 2025: $1 billion; cost if made permanent: $2 billion. 

• Speculating about what happens next – Majority Leader Schumer Charles Schumer (D-NY) this 
morning sent the attached Dear Colleague letter noting that “the Senate will, in fact, consider 
the Build Back Better Act, very early in the new year so that every Member of this body has the 
opportunity to make their position known on the Senate floor, not just on television. We are 
going to vote on a revised version of the House-passed Build Back Better Act – and we will keep 
voting on it until we get something done.”  It’s too soon to know how much of the education 
funding will remain assuming Senators further pare back the bill. It could be that a few of the 
bigger, signature education provisions remain but at a smaller level that is extended to cover 
more years, while less expensive education provisions are dropped. Or it could be that the most 
expensive education provisions are eliminated while the others remain. I think we’ll know more 
in early January when Congress comes back in session.  Democratic leaders are putting out press 
releases noting that they are not giving up hope for this bill: see statements from Senate HELP 
Committee chair Patty Murray (D-WA), House Appropriations Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), 
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). 
 
 

• What does this mean for education advocacy? More than ever, it’s vital that the education 
community express to all Senators the importance of the education investments in the 



bill!  Senate leadership and Senator Manchin, as well as the other Democratic Senators need to 
hear about the importance of the bill’s education investments.  If we stop advocating, it makes it 
an easier decision for them to cut education funding. Some of the more progressive Democrats 
in the Senate and House also need to know that the education community is still working to 
have these longer-term education investments enacted. 

II.  Advocacy 
• Sample tweet urging Congress to support education funding increases – Each week CEF is 

providing a sample tweet that our members can use or can adapt to focus on funding for 
specific education programs. The following sample tweet could be sent with the attached 
graphic (“CEF ad for education funding – Nov 2021”): 

o The education investments in the Build Back Better Act are vital for our future. As 
negotiations continue, urge your Senators and Representative to keep education 
investments in the bill. Learn more by following @edfunding or using CEF’s toolkit 
at https://cef.org/advocacy/5%c2%a2-makes-sense-
updated/https://cef.org/advocacy/5%c2%a2-makes-sense-updated/ 

III. CEF coalition action items 

• CEF Job Board – Don’t forget to check the Job Board on the member-only page of 
the CEF website for openings (or send us yours to add to the Job Board).  The newest listing 
posted there is: 

o WestED – Senior Policy Advisor, Institutional Development 

• Reminder: it’s time to renew your CEF membership for 2022 – Thanks to the many of you who 
have already sent in the forms to renew your CEF membership for 2022. The stronger we are, 
the more impact CEF can have towards the goal of increasing the federal investment in 
education. The 2022 membership renewal form is on CEF’s website here and is due by February 
11. The renewal form is also an opportunity to tell us who you in your organization should 
receive the CEF Updates and to revise your description for CEF’s 2022 membership 
directory.  Dues can be paid by check, credit card, or through the member page of 
the CEF website. 

• Reminder: please submit your advocacy events to highlight on social media this year – As part 
of CEF’s advocacy on social media we highlight our members’ advocacy initiatives or events, 
designating a “CEF Member of the Week” on Twitter and Instagram.  We are 
asking CEF members to submit information on your events that we can then highlight.  We’re 
keeping a master calendar of events and will be in touch with you as we get close to your event 
to get approved material - language and images – that we can use and then link to your own 
sites.  Please submit information about your upcoming events – virtual advocacy days/weeks, 
conferences, briefings, presentations – at this	link. 

IV. Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -    
• No Friday meetings for the rest of this year – enjoy the holiday break! 



• Friday, January 7 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	Friday	meeting.  Guest speaker: Ashling Kelly 
Preston, Senator Tim Scott (R-SC). 

• Friday, January 14 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	Friday	meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 21 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom	quarterly	committee	meeting.  This is a chance 

for each committee to work on its agenda for the year, and for CEF members to learn more 
about which committee(s) they might like to join. 

• Friday, January 28 – no CEF meeting. 
 
 


